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PREFACE. 


The interest Avhich was manifested in tlic Nepaulese 
Embassy during the short residence of Jung Bahadoor 
in England leads me to hope that a description of the 
romantic country and independent Court which he 
came to represent, as well as some account of his 
own previous eventful career, may not be unaccept¬ 
able to the English public—more especially as no 
%^ork'upon Nepaul has iJben published in this country, 
that I am aware of, since Dr. Hamilton’s, which ap¬ 
peared about the year 1819. 

Through the kindness and friendship of the Ne¬ 
paulese Ambassador, I was enabled to visit Katmandu 
under most favourable circumstances; and during 
the jtturncy thither m his company I had abundant 
opportimity of obtaining much interesting information, 
and of gaining an, insight into the character of the 
people, and their mode of every-day life, for which 
a residence in camp was peculiarly fevourable. 



VI 


pbefAoe. 


In the Tcrai I was fortunate enough to witness 
the Nepaulcseihiode of elephant-catching, so totally 
unlike that of any other country, while the grand 
scale on wliich our hunting party was organised was 
equally novel. 

I therefore venture to submit this volume to the 
public, in the hc|)e that the novelty of a portion of 
the matter contained in it will in some degree com¬ 
pensate for its manifold delects. 
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JOURNEY TO KATMANDU,' 




CHAPTER I. 

An ival of Jun" Bahadoor in Ceylon—Voyage to Calcuttu — T’ifle 
practice on board the Atalanlu — Rille-sliootiii^ — Colonel Dhoro 
•Sliuin Shore — A journey along the Grand Trunk Road of Bengal 
— Tlio experimental railway — The explosion at Benares. 


Towards the close of the year 1850 a consideraljle 
fcnsatlou was cveatod ih the usually (^uiet town of 
Coloiuho hy the arrival in Ceylon of His Excellency 
General Jung Ilahadoor, the Nepuulese Ainbassudor, 
on his return to Nepaul, bearing the letter of the 
Queen ol' England to the Rajah ol' tliat country. 

The accounts which liad preceded him of the 
magniliccncc of the jewels with whic^ his person 
was generally tidorned, liad raised expectations 
apionjst die natives which were doomed to disap¬ 
pointment : intelligence had been received by Jung 
of the death of the Queen of Nepaul, and the whole 
Embassy was in deep mourning, so that their appear¬ 
ance on landing created no little astonishment, clad, tis 
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they all were, in spotless white, excepting their shoes, 
which were of black clotli—leather not being allowed 
to form part of the Nepaulese mourning cosbnne. 

His Excellency had a careworn expression of 
countenance, which might hav<5 been caused cither 
by the dissipation attendant upon the gaieties of his 
visit to London, by grief for his deceased Queen, 
or by sea-sickness during his recent stormy pas.'-oge 
across the Gulf of Manaar. He had been -visiting 
simdry Hindoo shrines, and it was for the jvurposi 
of worshipping at the temple of Ramiscrani, wliieli 
is situate on the island of that name, in the G iilf of 
Manaar, foririing part of Adam’s Bridge, that hc' 
touched at Colombo. Here I was fortunate ('uougli 
to make his acquaintance, and, attracted by his 
glowing description of sport in Nepaul, aceople<l an 
invitation to accomjvany him to that coimtry, in 
order to judge of it for myself. 

So good an opportunity Is indeed rarely afforded 
to a European of visiting Nepaul, and of inspecting 
the internal economy of its semi-barbarous Court. 
I soon found that Jung Bahadoor excelled no loss as 
a travelling companion than he had done as Premier 
and Ambas.sador. 

As doubts had arisen and some misapprehensior 
liad prevailed in England as to his position in hif 
own countr}'-, I was anxious to ascertain whtit waf 
his real nink and how -he would be received there. 
It was reported that he had risked his temporal 
l^illfarc by quitting his country, while, in order that 

eternal welfare should in no way be compromised 
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by this bold and novel proceMing, he had obtained an 
express reservation to be made in liis favour at Be¬ 
nares, overcoming, by means of considerable presents, 
the scruples of a rapacious and not very conscientious 
priesthood. * 

The ostensible object of the mission had reference, 
as far as I could Icam, to a portion of the Tcrai (a 
district lying upon the northern frontier of British 
India) which formerly belonged to Nepaul, and which 
was anncx(!d by the Indian Glovemment after the 
war of 1.815-16; but it is probable that other 
motives than any so purely patriotic actuated the 
I’riioe. Minister. Ills observant and inquiring mind 
had long regarded the British power in India with 
wonder and admimtion—sentiments almost unknown 
amongst the apathetic Orientals, who, for the most 
part, have become too much accustomed to the Eng- 
lisli to look upon them with the same feelings as are 
entertained towards tllfem by the hardy and almost 
saVage race inhabiting the wild valleys of the Hima¬ 
layas 

But besides the wish to gratify his curiosity, there 
existed yet another incentive which induced him to 
undertake this expedition. The precarious nature 
of his high position in Nepaul urged on' him the 
good policy, if not the necessity, of a visit to Eng¬ 
land, *for he doubtless felt, and with good reason, 
tnat the Native Durbar would be inclined to respect 
a man who had been honoured with an inter- 
view with the Queen of so mighty a nation, ■ 
had had opportunities of securing the support i 9 
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lier ^ovcriunont, shoulcT he ever be driven to seek 
its aid. 


The Atalanta, one of the oldest steam frigates in 
the Indian navy, had been placed at the disposal of 
His Excellency, and, upon the evening of the 9th of 
December 1850, was lying in the Colombo Roads, 
getting up her steam as speedily as possible, while I 
was uneasily perambulating the wooden jetty, which 
is all the little harbour can boast in the shape of a 
pier, cndeavomlng to induce some apathetic boatmen 
to row me over the bar, a pull of three miles, against 
a stiff breeze. It was bright moonlight, and the fire 
from the funnel of the old ship seemed rushing out 
more fast and furious in proportion as the boatmen 
became more drow.sy and inunovable; finally they 
protested that it was an imheard-of proceeding for 
anybody to wish to go on board ship on such a 
night at such an hour, and insinuated that all verbal 
or pecmiiary persuasions would be alike unavailirfg. 
It is very evident that Colombo boatmen arc a 
tlrriving conununity; still they seem a timid race, 
for upon my liaving recourse to threats containing 
fearful allusions, which there was not the remotest 
possibility of my being able to carry into execution, 
a wonderful revolution was effected in the feelings 
of the sleepers around me; they forthwith hegan 
to unwind themsojiifts from the linen wrappers'm 
which natives al^ys sr^the themselves at night 
like so many hydropathic patients, and, converting 
their aecent sheets into turbans and waistcloths, they 
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got witli many grumblings into a tub-likc boat, 
just as the smoke from the steamer was becoming 
ominously blaek. Their eyes once open, the men 
went to work in good earnest, and an hour afterwards 
1 had the satislaction of walking the deck of the 
Atalanta, which was going at her utmost speed,, 
some seven knots an hour. 

In the morning we were off’ Point de Gallc, and 
put in there for General Jung Bahadoor, who, with 
some of his suite, had made the journey thither by 
land. 

All the world make voyages now-a-days; and 
nobody thinks Cf describing a voyage to India any 
more than he would an excursion on the Thames, 
unless he is shipwrecked, or the vessel he is in is 
burnt and he escapes- in an open boat, or has some 
such exciting incident to relate. We were unfor¬ 
tunate in these respects, but in our passengers we 
found much to interest*and amuse us; and as every¬ 
thing regarding the Nepaulese Ambassador is re¬ 
ceived with interest in England, a description of 
the proceedings of one day, as a sample of the ten 
we spent on board the “ Atalanta,” may not be 
altogether vmintcrcsting. 

Time never seemed to hang heavy on the hands 
of the Minister Sahib, for that was his mqre ordinary 
ajipeTlation; rifle practice was a daily occupation 
with him, and usually lasted two hours. Sur- 
roimded by those of his puitc in whose peculiar de¬ 
partment was the charge of the magnificent battery 
he had on board, he used to take up his station on the 
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poop, and the crack of the rifle was almost invariably 
followed by an exclamation of delight from some of 
his attendants, as the bottle, bobbing far astern, was 
sunk lor ever, or the three strung, one below the 
other, from the end of tlie fore-yard-arm, were shat¬ 
tered by three successive bullets in almost the same 
number of seconds. PLstol practice succeeded that 
of the rifle, and the ace of hearts at 15 paces was a 
mark he rarely missed. 

Then the dogs were to be tmined, and in a very 
peculiar manner; a kid was dragged along the deck 
before the noses of two handsome stag hounds, who, 
little suspecting that a huge hunting-whip was con¬ 
cealed in the folds of their master’s dress, were 
unable to resist so tempting a victim and invariably 
made a nish upon it, a proceeding which brought 
down upon them the heavy thong of tire Minister 
Sahib’s whip in the most remorseless manner. That 
task accomplished to his satisfaction, and not being' 
able to think of anything else wherewith to amuse 
himself, it would occur to him tliat his horse, having 
thrown out a splint from standing so long, ought to 
be physicked. He was accordingly made to swallow 
a quantity of raw brandy! It was useless to suggest 
any other mode of treatment, cither of horse or dogs. 
The General laughed at my ignorance, and chal¬ 
lenged me to a game of backgammon. Occasiolia\Iy^ 
gymnastics or jumping were the order of the day, and 
he was so iithe and active that few could compete 
with him •i'Mther. 
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Wliile smoking Ms evening pipe he used to talk 
with delight of his visit to Europe, looking *back 
with regret on the gaieties of the English and French 
capitals, and recounting with admiration the wonders 
of civilization he Rad seen in thosh cities. He was 
loudest in his praise of England. This may have 
arisen from a wish to gratify his auditory, and it 
certainly had that effect. He had not thought it 
necessary, however, to perfect Mmself in the lan¬ 
guage of either coimtry beyond a few of what he 
considered the more important phrases. His stock 
consisted cMefly of—How do you do?—^Very well, 
tlaink you—Will you sit down?—^You arc very 
pretty—which pithy sentences he used to rattle out 
with great volubility, fortunately not making an 
indiscriminate use of them. 

But my particular friend was the youngest of his 
two fat brothers, whose merits, alas! were unknown 
I in England, the more Slevated position of the Minis¬ 
ter Sahib monopolizing all the attention of the lion- 
loving public. Colonel Dhere Shum Sherc, such was 
his name, was the most jovial, light-hearted, and 
thoroughly unselfish being imaginable, brave as a 
lion, as recent events in Ncpaul liave proved, always 
anxious to please, and full of amusing conversation, 
wliich, however, from my limited knowledge of 
^jnflostanee, %was unable fully to appreciate. 

It is considered a breach of hospitality to make 
invidious remarks affecting the character of the 
mansion in wMch you are a guest; but although my 
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recollections of tlie Atalanta arc most agreeable 
in reference to the kindness of the officers, 1 must 
say slie was a most indisputable tub ; and if tlicre is 
an individual who deserves to be turned slowly - 
befue the fires in her enginc-roohj, so-as to bo kejit 
in a state of perpetual blister, it is the Parsec con¬ 
tractor who furnished the provisions, for so meagre 
was the supply that’ we could barely satisfy the 
cravings of hunger. 

On the moniing of the tenth day after leaving 
Ceylon we came in sight of the city of palaces, and, 
sweeping up its magnificent j-iver, soon after an¬ 
chored amidst a host of other shipping. 

Of Calcutta I netid say nothing; Chouringhee 
Road is almost as well known in these days of quick 
commimic.ation as Picciidilly ; this is not quite the 
case with towns in the interior : if it is easy to get 
to Calcutta, it is not so easy to get beyond, and the 
means of locomotion by whi6h the traveller makeS', 
the journey to Benares arc of the most original 
nature. 

The morning of New Year’s Day found me com¬ 
fortably ensconced in a roomy carriage, built almost 
upon the model of an English stage-coach, in which, 
with my fellow-traveller, I had passed the night, 
and which was being dragged along at the rate of 
about four miles air hour by ten coolies, hamesSed to 
it in what the y{ell-mcaning philanthropist of Exeter 
Hall w'ould call’ a most barbarous way. 

The roadiliilong which we 'Were travelling in this 
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oxtraorcliuaiy manner was not, as might be ex¬ 
pected, impassable forhoi-ses; on the contrary, itVas 
an excellent macadamized and perfectly level road, 
denominated the Great Trunk Eoad of Bengal. 

The country through which this road led us was 
flat, stale, but not unprofitable, since on cither side 
were paddy-fields extending ad infinitum, studded 
here and there with clumps of palms. 

The climate was delightful, and the morning air 
tempted us to uncoil ourselves from our night- 
wrappers, and take a brisk walk in the dust; after 
wliich we mounted the coach-box, and devised 
sundry practical methods for accelerating our team, 
who howevft were equally ingenious in contriving 
to save themselves fatigue. 

d’he mid-day sun at last ridded them of their 
tormentors, and we once more betook ourselves to 
our comfortable beds in the interior of the convey- 
}hic,e, there to moralize over the barbarism of a man, 
calling liimsclf an enlightened Englishman, in em¬ 
ploying men instead of horses to drag along two of 
his fellow-countrymen, who showed themselves even 
more dc.ad to eveiy feeling of humanity by the way 
in which they urged on their unfortunate fellow- 
creatures. These coolies were certainly very well 
paid, and need not liave been so employed had they 
not^,lfosen—for they had all applied for their seve¬ 
ral appointmei^^e.sr^'i* ig&ominy of the 

thing! 

And so wtoiiBed lazily along, hoping to reach 
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Bcnaros some time within the next fortnight. Before 
daA; we passed through Burdwan, where a lew 
Bcngid civilians vegetate on large salaries, tt) do Uie 
work of the rajah, who is still more highly paid not 
to interfere. He lives magniffcently in his palace, 
and they live magnificently in theii-s. We arrived 
at a small rest-house at night, where we had the 
satisfaction of eating a fowl in cutlets an hour after 
it had been enjoying the sweets of life. 

'J’here is a considerable amount of enjoyment in 
suddenly coming to hills after you have lor a long 
time seen nothing but flat country—in first toiling 
up one and then bowling down the other side, at 
the imminent peril of the coolies’ necBI—in seeing 
streams when you liave seen nothing but wells—in 
coming amidst wood and water and diversified 
scenery, when every mile that you liavc travelled for 
a week past lias been the same as the last. Such were 
our feelings as we woke at Saylight one morning in 
the midst of the Eajmahal hills. 

There were a ^ood many carts passing with coal from 
die Burdwan coal-mines; moreover, we saw sticks, 
and from the top of £ach fluttered a little white flag, 
suggestive of a railway, whereby our present mode of 
conveyance would ie knocked on the head, and all 
the poor coolies who were pushing us along would 
be put out of employ. Notwithstanding tht? dj^- 
trous results which must accrue^ a railway is really 
contenlj^ted; but I have heard doubts thrown out 
as to the present line being the ||est that could be 
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obtained. It is urged that it has to contend against 
water earriagc—that, with the exception of file 
Burdwan mines, the coal of which is of an inferior 
quality, there is no mineral produce—that immense 
tracts of country through which it passes are totally 
uncultivated, and from a want of water will in all 
probability remain so—and it has been calculated 
that, •ven if the whole traffic at present passing 
along the great trunk road of Bengal was to become 
quadrupled, and if all the Bengal civilians were to 
travel up and down every day, and various rajahs to 
take express trains once a week, it would not pay : 
all these things being considered, were it not that 
its merits and demerits have been maturely consi¬ 
dered by wiser, or at least better-informed men 
tlian the passing travellers, one might have been 
inclined to think tliat those who expressed doubts 
regarding its success had some good foundation for 
tftem. 

However, it is better to have% railway on a doubt¬ 
ful line than none at all; the shareholders arc guaran¬ 
teed 5 per cent., and the Government is rich and 
can afford to pay them. So let us wish success to 
the experimental railway, and hope that the means 
of transport may soon be more expeditious than they 
are at present. 

I^^ill doubtless open out the resources of the 
country, tliough I cannot but think, for many reasons, 
that it would have been more judicious to have made 
the line from Allahabad to Delhi the commencement 
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of tlio railway system in this part of India, instead of 
leSving it for a continuation of the line that is now 
being made. 

The bridges we passed over are all on the sus¬ 
pension principle, and do credit to the government; 
the rivers are difficult to bridge in any other way, as 
the rains flocxl them to such an extent that arches 
will not remain standing for any length of ti^ie. It 
took us two hours to cross the Soan, which wc 
forded or ferried according as the streams hetwetm 
the sand-banks were deep or shallow. This large 
river is at times flooded to so great an extent 
that it is one of the most serious obstructions to the 
railway. 

It was not until the morning of the seventh day 
after leaving Calcutta that wc found ourselves on 
the banks of the Ganges. The Holy City loomed 
large in tlic grey dawn of morning, with its tapering 
minarets baix-ly discemibliD above it, looking like 
elongated ghosts. 

We were ferried across in a boat of antique con¬ 
struction, better suited for any other purpose than the 
one to which it was applied, and landed in the midst 
of the ruins caused by the dreadful explosion of gun¬ 
powder tliat had taken place the previous year : it had 
occasioned a fearful destruction of property and loss of 
life, and many hair-breadth escapes were rettonnted 
to us. Wc were told, indeed, tliat two children,* 
after being buried for five days, were dug out alive; 
fwo officere were blown, out of the window of an 
hotel, one of wlj^m was uninjured, the other was only 
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wounded’by a splinter, whilst the Kitinutgar, who 
was drawing a cork close to them at the time, w%s 
hilled on tlie spot. 

In the course of an hour after leaving this scene of 
desolation we reached* the hospitable mansion which 
was destined to he our home during our short stay 
in Bcinu'cs. 
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Bfnures — Casbmw Muir& Hou<!p — Tho Cliouk—-The Bishoshwf i 

Temple, and Maido liai MinJlr —June lUbadoot m Benares — a 

Kajab’s visit — Tbe marriage oi Jnrig Bahadour — Keviuw of the 

Kepaul Ride Regiment — Btnares Co1Jp'.''p. 

Whatever may be said of the large subrios of the 
Bengal civilians, they certainly dc^.rve great credit 
for the praiseworthy employment of their wealtJi; 
and making amends as it were for the baekwardnei-i 
of India as regards hotels, they supply their places 
to the friendless traveller, in a way whieli our figid 
friends at home might imitate with advantage. 1 
I look back upon my stay in Benares with the greatest > 
. pleasure, and shall long rem^ mber the kindness I there 
I experienced. 

There is much to be seen in the Holy City, and 
tlic means of locomotion which I should recommend 
the sight-seer to adopt are Tom Johns, or chairs 
strung upon poles, with or without hoods, as the c-ase 
may be. Upon arriving at the Chouk or Market¬ 
place, we hired two of these conveyances and started 
to see the residence of Cashmere Mull. Butufirst I 
must make an attempt, however unsuccessful, to de¬ 
scribe the Chouk: it is a large square, studded with 
raised oblong platforms without walls, the roofs being 
sup|D|ted by fluted Ionic columns. The Police 
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Court, in which a Native magistrate presides, forms 
one .sl<]e of the square. On the platforms sit the 
v<'n(lors 'll shiiwis, skull-caps, toys, shells, sugar-cane, 
and viij iuiis oiiici' coinmixlities; but to enumerate the 
cxdaoi'Hjmiy diversity ofgoods exposed for sale, or to 
dcscrilK llie Ikibcl of tongues which confound the 
\ isitor as be w.anders through the motley crowd, 
would lx‘ impossible. 

We turned out of the Ciiouk down a narrow street 
oout three lect broad, gkxjmy from the height of the 
b )uses, and unpleasant from the great crowd and 
d' ise atmospli ore; every now and then we got jammed 
i' I 0 . corner l)y some Brahmince bidl, '^ho would 
ii .st upon standing across the street to cat the fine 
caulillowcr he liad just plundered from the stall of 
an unresisting grc<ingroccr, and who, exercising the 
pioud rights of citizenship, could only Ije politely 
coaxed to move his unwieldy carcase out of the way. 
,We wended our way •through pipe bazaars and 
vegetable bazaars, where each shopkeeper has a 
sort of stall, with about three feet frontage to the 
street, but of unknown depth, and a narrow balcony 
supported by carved wood-work over his head, out 
of the latticed windows of which bright eyes look down 
upon the passengers. Whenever there is a piece of 
wall not otherwise occupied in this compact and busy 
city.jjj^u see depicted, in gaudy colou^k elephants 
rushmg along with dislocated joints in.|®^ursuit of 
sedate parrots, or brilliant peacocks lool^S^pvith calm 
composure upon camels going express,'V^ii'must in- 
evitaWy crush them in their headlone career, but the 
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vam birfs, apparently taken up witli admiration of 
thfeir own tails, are blind to the impending danger, 
thereby reading a good lesson both to the passers-by 
and to the shopkeepers opposite. Now a sudden jerk 
prevents you from further ns^ralizing, as you find 
tliat you are going roimd a comer so sliai'p that you 
must get bumped either before or behind. There are 
ugly women carrying brass water-vessels, rich mer- 
chants on ponies, sirwahs on horses, here and there in 
the wider streets a camel or an elepliant, but very 
seldom, as lew streets would aecommodatc either of 
them; finally there are chuprassies who disperse the 
crowd with their swords in a most peremptory man¬ 
ner, smiting everything indiscriminately, except the 
Brahmince bulls, which, although they arc much the 
most serious impediments, arc left “ alone in their 
glory.” 

By the exertions of these city police we reached 
Cashmere Mull’s house, noted as a specimen of anti(p’c 
Oriental architecture. 

The court-yard into which we were first ushered re¬ 
minded me of an old English “ hostelii^l’ it was small 
and uncovered, and round each story ran a curiously 
worked balcony, on to which opened doors and win- ■ 
dows, carved with strange devices, and all the nooks 
and crannies formed by so much intricate carving were 
filled wi^ dust and cobwebs. Passing up a s’nrrow, 
dark, steep stone stair, we reached a second 


c^rtj 


aid, upon the balcony of which we emerged. 
Sell was so very like the last, that I imagined 
the same, until I remarked that it was smaller. 



Chap. II. 


CASHMERE MUEL’s HOUSE. 


17 


and, if possible, more dirty. We thence ascended to 
the flat roof of the house, and on our way looked 
through half^pen doors into dark dungeons of rooms, 
which one would not for the world Irnve ventured 
into at night. 

There was a raised stage with steps up to it, which 
we ascended and found ourselves on a level with a 
great many similar stages on the tops of a great many 
similar houses. • A stone parapet about 8 feet high, with 
beautiful open carving, enclosed this stage, so that we 
could in.spect our neighbours through our stone screen 
with impunity. On the next roof to where we were 
was a boy training pigeons, and the numerous crates 
or frames on the surrounding house-tops showed tliis 
to be a favourite amiisemcnt. The young gentleman 
in question certainly made his flock obey him in 
a wonderful manner, his chief object being to take 
prisoner a pigeon from his neighbour’s flock. He 
di'cctcd their gyrations loud .shrill cries, and, as 
there were numbers of other members of “Young 
Benares ” employed in like manner, it seemed won¬ 
derful how he could recognize his pigeons, or they 
their master. 

Leaving this antique specimen of a nobleman’s 
town house, we passed tlwpugh a maze of narrow 
streets; and bobbing undlc|^)w archj^ays at the im- 
minejj^ peril of fracturii™p|r skulls, we arrived at 
the Bisheshwan Temple, which was crowded with 
Hindoos worshipping the Lingum, representations of 
which met the eye in every direction. 

A well in ^e yard behind the temple was sur- 
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rounded by worshippers of the god, who is supposed 
tO'liave plunged down it and never to have come up 
again. If so, he must find the smell of decayed ve¬ 
getation very oppressive, as garlands of flowers and 
handfuls of rice arc continually being oflered up, or 
rather down, to him. From this well we had a good 
view of the temple, which was covered with gold by 
Kunjeet Singh, and presents a gorgeous and dazzling 
appearance. 

In close vicinity to tliis temple is a mosque built 
by Arungaebe to annoy the Hindoos. I ascended 
the Maido Eal Minar or minaret, and fi-om its giddy 
height had a magnificent panorama of the city and 
its environs, with the Granges flowing majestically 
beneath, its left bank teeming with life, while the 
opposite bank seemed desolate. 

The observatory, or man raundil, is on the river’s 
bank, and afibrds a pretty view J&om its teiTaces, 
which are covered with disks and semicircles anl 
magical figures cut in stone. 

Gopenate Core Peshad is the great dealer in 
Benares embroidery, as well as its manufacturer. We 
paid him a visit and were delighted with the rich 
variety of embroidered goods wliich were displayed; 
we saw pieces valued at fi:om 10,000 rupees down¬ 
wards: magnificent sn^ing carpets, housings and 
trappings for horses, shawls, caps, kenkabs, and other 
articles of eastern attire, were spread out before us 
in gorgeous profusion. After eating a cardarnum, 
and touching with our pocket-handkerchief some 
cotton on which had been dropped otto of roses, we 
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ascended to the house-top, and found it built upon 
much the same plan as Cashmere Mull’s, without*ts 
antique carving and quaint appearance. 

We were not a little glad when the bustle and 
heat attendant on so much sight-seeing was over, 
and we forced our way back through tjie crowded 
streets. 

The population of Benares is estimated by Mr. 
Prinsep at nearly 200,000; its trade consists chiefly 
in sugar, saltpetre, indigo, c^ium, and embroidered 
cloths; besides which, the city has advantages in its 
position on the great river, making it, jointly with 
Mirzaporc, the depot for the commerce of the Duk- 
kum and interior of Hindostan. 

General Jung Bahadoor had reached Benares a 
few days before I arrived there, and I formd him 
insfadled in a handsome house, the envy of all rajahs, 
the wonder of the natives, and the admiration of his 
(?\vn countrymeh, some thousands of whom had 
come thus ^ to meet him. If he had been a h'on 
in London, he was not less an object of interest 
at Benares—^his house was always crowded with 
visitors of high degree, Indian and European; one 
old native rajah in particula^feas frequently to be 
seen in close conference wil^pn; and the result 
was, that the Prime Ministero|psrepaul became the 
huslaChd of the second daughter of his Highness the 
ex-Eajah of Coorg. Upon the day following his 
nuptials my friend and I called upon him, and to 
our surprise he offered to present us to his newly- 
wedded bride. We, of course, expressed our sense of 

c 2 
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tlic honoiir he was doing us ; and had just reached 
the halcony, the stairs leading up to which were on 
the outside of the house, when our friend the bride¬ 
groom perceived his father-in-law, the Coorg rajah, 
coming in a most dignified ifianner down the ap¬ 
proach. Like a schoolboy caught in the master’s 
orchard, he at once retreated and unceremoniously 
hurried us back—and just in time, for no doubt, if 
the old Coorg had detected him thus exhibiting his 
daughter the day after he had married her, he would 
have mightily disapproved of so improper a pro¬ 
ceeding. This incident shows how utterly Jung de¬ 
spised those prejudices which enthralled his bigoted 
father-in-law. He was, in fact, the most European 
Oriental, if I may so speak, that I ever met with, 
and more thoroughly unaffected and unreserved in 
his (“.ommunlcation with us than is the habit with 
eastern great men, who always seem afraid of com¬ 
promising themselves by ’too much condesccnsioii. 
An instance of this occurred dui’ing another visit. 
While we were chattihg on indifferent subjects a 
native rajah was announced, as being desirous of 
paying a visit of ceremony. Jung Immediately 
stepped forward to receive him with much polite¬ 
ness. The. rajah commenced apologising for not 
having called sooner, excusing himself on the plea 
of flic present being the only auspicious hour^'^hich 
liad been available since his Excellency’s ariival; a 
compliment which the latter returned by remarking 
that it was unfortunate that his immediate departure 
would preclude the possibility of his returning his 
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wliicli he the more regretted, as he was at 
present most particularly engaged in matters o# a 
pressing nature with the Englisli gentlemen, and lie 
tlieiefore liopcd he would he excused thus abruptly, 
but unavoidably, tcriftinating an interview which it 
would otherwise have given him the greatest plea¬ 
sure to have prolonged. Thus saying, he politely 
rose and led the rajah in tire most graceful manner 
to the front door, which was no sooner closed beliind 
him than he returned, rubbing his hands with great 
glee, as he knowingly remarked, “ Tliat is the way 
to net over an interview with one of these natives.” 

C 

A detachment of a regiment had come to Benares to 
escort the General on his jouiney to Katmandu, and 
he accordingly determined to favour tl>c inhabitants 
generally, and the English in particular, with a 
review. 

The men were tall and well-made, and were 
Pressed in a light-green fSnilbrm witlr yellow facings. 
They went through various evolutions with tolerable 
regularity; but the performance which excited the 
most interest was the platoon exercise, no word of 
command being given, but everything done with 
the utmost piecision at difterent notes of the music, 
the men beating time the whole while^ and giving 
a swaying motion to their bodies, which produced a 
inostr curious effect. The origin of this novel pro¬ 
ceeding, his Excellency told us, was a request by 
the Itanee that some other means should bo invented 
of putting the men through their exercises tlinn 
by hoarse shouts, which grated upon her ear. Tlie 
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mmistcr immediately substituted tliis more euphoni¬ 
ous but loss business-like method. 

At this review Jung Bahadoor and his brothers 
were dressed in the costume they wore wlicn in 
England: the handsome diamonds in their turbans 
glittering in the sunshine. 

I accompanied him one day on a visit to the 
Benares college, a handsome building in process of 
erection by the Indian Government. The Gothic 
and Oriental styles of arcliitecturc are most happily 
combined, and there is an airiness about the build¬ 
ing ; but this did not in any way detract from its 
solidity. The cost of the college and professor’s 
house is not to exceed 13,000/.; the length of the 
large school-room is 260 feet, its breadth 35; and 
there are six large class-rooms on each side. 




Chap. in. 


JAUNPORH. 


23 


CHAPTER III, 

Jaunpore —shooting-party — Scenes in camp and on tlie march 
— A Nepaulese dinner — Ghazipore —• The Company’s stud —• 
Indimi roads — Passage of the Gograh — Jung Bahaduors mode 
of despatching an alligator. 


l?EiNCr anxiou.s to visit Ja^nporc, I left Benares 
one evening after dinner, and accomplished the 
distance, 36 miles, with one set of bearers, in seven 
hours and a half. 

The first object that attracts the eye of the tra¬ 
veller as he enters Jaunpore is the many-arched 
bridge thrown by the Mahometans over the Goonite, 
and considered the finest built by them in India; on 
each side arc stalls, in*wl|i<^ sit the vendors of 
various wares, after the fashi{*|^ old London Bridge. 
On an island in the middle of the river was dis¬ 
covered a huge figure of a winged lion guarding 
an elephant, which would suggest some connexion 
with the sculptures found at Nineveh, and must 
date much further back than the erection of the 
bridge. 

Passing through a serai, which was filled with 
travellers, we reached the fort, built, it is supposed, 
by Khan Kan, or one of the kings of the Shirkce 
dynasty, about the year 1260. From one of its 
turrets we had a magnificent view of the town and 
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the surrounding country, while immediately below 
ii seen the river, spanned by the picturesque old 
bridge, unmoved by the fierce floods which so 
teonstantly destroy those arched bridges that have 
ifceen erected in India by Eurflpeans. 

The appearance of the town is diminished in size, 
but increased in beauty, by the many stately trees 
which are planted throughout it, while here and 
there a huge screen of some musjid rears its Egyp- 
tian-looking crest, and gives to the town an appear¬ 
ance peculiar to itself; Jaunpore is, in fact, the 
only city in India in which this style of architecture 
prevails. 

On our way out of the fort we passed a monollthe, 
on which was an inscription in the same character as 
that on Ferozeshah’s Lath at Delhi, which has been 
recently translated by Mr. Prinsep. In the main 
gateway were some porcelain slabs wliich had at one 
time formed part of a Jain*temple. * 

The Itala musjid, to which we next bent ouir steps, 
has been built on the site of one of these temples; 
its cloisters remain untouched, and the figures on 
almost every slab bear undoubted testimoiiy to tire 
previous existence of a Jain temple on this spot. 
The large sqiiare rooms, which were filled dining our 
visit with true believers, were curiously roofed; 
a dome was ingeniously thrown over the square. 
An octagon, placed on solid buttresses, supported a 
16-sided figure, which in its tinn supported the 
dome. The Juimna musjid, which we also visited, 
was remarkable for its magnificent screen, 120 feet 
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in licigiit by 70 in breadth, and covered with 
curious inscriptions and fantastic devices; the tc^ 
is slightly narrower tlian the base, tapering in depth 
as well as in breadth. 

The population of Jaunpore is about 35,000; there 
is a small European station near the town. In the 
com-se of the evening’s drive I saw a sjwcimen of the 
Addansonia or baobab-tree; the trunk, mcasuj’ing 
23 feet in circumference, was perfectly smooth and 
the ^branches were destitute of leaves. There arc 
but five other specimens in India, and not many 
in Java, where tlie tree was discovered by Mr. 
Addanson; it is said to have attained, in some 
instances, the enormous ago of 2000 years. 

Leaving Jaunpore about midnight, I reached the 
camp of Jung Bahadoor on the following day.' The 
scene as we approached was in the highest degree 
pictmesque; 5000 Nepaulese were here collected, 
fiMlowcrs, in various capacities, of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, whose tents were pitched at a little distance 
from the grove of mango-t^^ which sheltered his 
ariviy and retainers. On oAarrival he was out 
shooting, so, mounting an ds^®nt, we proceeded to 
join him. We heard such frec^at reports of fire-arms 
that we fully expected to finSSxcellent sport; great 
was my disappointment, therefore, when I saw him 
surrounded by some 20 or 30 followers, who held 
umbrellas, loaded his guns, rushed to pick up the 
ffame, or looked on applaudingly while he stealthily 
crept up to take a deliberate pot shot at some 
unlucky paiTOt or small bird tliat might catch liis 



26 


JOURNEY TO KATMANDU. 


Chap. III. 


eye HS it perched on a branch, or fluttered un¬ 
consciously amongst the leaves. But the most 
interesting »bject in the group was the lately- 
wedded bride, who was seated in a howdah. Jung 
introduced her to me as “his beautiful Missis”—a 
description she fully deserved. She was very hand¬ 
some, and reflected much credit on the taste of the 
liappy bridegroom, who seemed pleased when we 
expi-essed our approval of his choiec. 

Before quitting the subject of Jung’s shooting- 
patty, I must remark, in justice to him as a sports¬ 
man, that he considers nothing less than a deer to 
be game at qll. Tiger or rliinoccros shooting is his 
favourite sport, and he looks upon shooting a pairot, 
a snipe, a hawk, or a partridge as being equally 
unworthy of the name of sport, nor docs he under¬ 
stand why some of those birds should be dignified 
with the name of “ game,” and the others not. 

At dawn on the following morning the stir ai.d 
bustle in camp announced an early start, and out 
elephant appeared at the tent door just as the 
gallant rifle corps marched past, the band playing 
the “ British Grenadiers.” Mounting the elephant, 
we picked our way through the d^ris of the camp, 
now almost deserted ; some few of the coolies were 
still engaged packing the conical baskets which 
tliey cany on their backs, one strap passing over 
the forchgad, and two otliers over the shoulders. 
The appj^totitee of a hill coolie as he thus staggem 
along his tremendous burden is singular 

enough, i^ienid so totally unlike iKat of the coolies 
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of the plains, that it was a sort of promise of there 
being in store for us more curiosities, both of No' 
paulese men and manners, in their nature country, 
and we looked with no little interest upon the first 
specimens we had scon of the Newar race—the 
aborigines of Ncpaul. Short arid compact, the full 
development of their muscle bore evidence to their 
almost Herculean- strength. Their flat noses, high 
cheek-bones, small eyes, and copper-coloured com¬ 
plexion arc unequivocal signs of a Mongoliiin origin, 
whilst the calves of their legs, which I never saw 
equalled in size, indicate the mountainous character 
of their country. 

Threading our way on our wary elephant through 
nearly 5000 of these singular-looking beings, all 
heavily loaded with the appurtenances of the camp, 
we soon overtook the coitbge of the Minister and his 
brothers, which consisted of three or four carriages 
dragged along by coolies, of er a road which, in many 
places, must have severely tried the carriage springs, 
as well*as nearly dislocated the joints of Jung’s 
“beautiful little Missis,” whom'I saw.peeping out 
of one of the windows. The rest of this motley 
crowd, withw||ich we were destined to march ^ for 
the next three tiileks, was made up of Nepaul gentle¬ 
men in various'iEipacitics, who entered past on 
spuited little hoipses, or squatted cross-legged in the 
clumsy, oddly constructed “ Ecce,” a sort of native 
gig; besides these, there were mcroliant? and ped- 
lers, who followed the camp as a matter of spe^a- 
tion. Amidst an indiscriminate horde, our elephant 
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jogged lazily along, generally surrounded by eight 
■or ten others, with whom we marched for company’s 
sake. We aisually arrived at the mango tope des¬ 
tined to be our camping-ground about ten o’clock in 
the morning, and lounged away the heat of the day 
in tents; towards the afternoon Jung generally went 
out with his gun or rifle, shooting with the former at 
parrots at ten yards distance, and with the latter at 
bottles at a hundred. There was not much attraction 
for the sportsman throughout the whole line of inai’ch, 
and I only bagged a few couple of snipe, partridges, 
wild-duck, and quail. 

Our dinner was always supplied from Jung’s own 
carpet, for he does not use a table, and it was with 
no little curiosity tliat at the end of the first day’s 
march I looked forward to the productions of a Ne- 
paul cuisine. We had not forgotten to provide our¬ 
selves with a sufficient stand-by in case it should not 
prove altogether palatable! Towards evening an enor¬ 
mous dish, containing rice enough to have satisfied the 
whole of the gallant, rifle corps, was brought «nto our 
tent, closely followed by about 20 little cups fonned 
of leaves, one inside the other, each contmning about 
a tliimbleful of some exquisite condiment; also three 
or four saucers containing some cold gravy, of un¬ 
pleasant colour, in which floated about six minute 
particles of meat. 

FilUng my plate widv rice, which had been well 
and carefully greased to improve its flavour, and 
sci^tifically mixing the various other ingredients 
therewith, I unhesitatingly laimched a spoonful into 




Chap. III. A NEPAULESE DINNEE. 29 

- -• * 

my mouth, when I was severely punished for my 
temerity, and almost overcome by the detestable^ 
compound of tastes and smells that at once assailed 
both nose and palate : it was a pungent, sour, bitter, 
and particularly greasy nnouthful; but what chiefly 
astonished me, so mueh as to prevent my swallowing 
it for some time, was the perfume of Colonel Dhere 
Shum Shere, the fat brother, which I was imme¬ 
diately sensible of, as overpowering everything else. 
Not that I would for a moment wish to insinuate that 
it was a nasty smell; on the contrary, it would have 
been delicious on a pocket-handkerchief; but to ima¬ 
gine it going down one’s throat, in company with an' 
immense amount of grease and gravy, was nearly 
enough to prevent its doing so at all. 

Our march to Ghazipore was through country 
richly cultivated and pleasing, if not absolutely pretty. 
The numerous poppy-plantations were evidence of 
ouf proximity to the heaS3-quarters of one of the 
largest opium agencies in India. Ghazij^re is ap¬ 
proached by an avenue of liandsome treesj;'jthore orna¬ 
mental than useful, seeing how utterly detractive it 
is to the permanent welfare of a road. 

The mausoleum, containing a monument ,to Lord 
Cornwallis, is solid but not ungraceful: upon one side 
of tlie monument are sculptured the figures of a 
Hindoo and a Mussulman, and on the other a British 
and a native grenadier, all of whom are weeping. 
The building is prettily situated near the bank- of 
the Ganges; on a large plain or maidan, across 
which pleasant avenues lead in all directions; the 


30 JOURNEY TO KATMANDU. Chap. HI. 

one which we followed brought us to the stables of 
the Company’s stud, containing 700 horses. , On om 
way we remarked a number of handsome houses now 
unoccupied and Mling rapidly into decay, the mili¬ 
tary force at the station hat'ing of late been much 
reduced. The horses were being exercised, notwith¬ 
standing which they carried a good deal of superfluous 
fat, and vented their spirits by occasionally break¬ 
ing loose, and dashing pelhnell through rings of 
their companions, who, grudging them the sweets 
of liberty, made vigorous efforts to partake of them, 
and in some instances succeeded. I saw not less 
than eight at once dashing about in the large train¬ 
ing enclosure. My friend having already bought 
three, we thought it best to withdraw ourselves from 
further temptation, and set out to join the camp at 
Cossimabad, 16 miles distant, still passing through 
richly cultivated coirntry^ which was as pretty as a 
dead level ever can be. 

The crops most generally reared are, sugar-cane, 
poppies, rare (a species of pulse), wheat, often with 
a delicate border of blue-flowered flax, tobacco, 
mustard, peas, and sometimes vetches. The large 
rose-gardens lor which Ghazipore is celebrated lay 
to the right. I regretted that our way did not lead us 
through them, but we had evidence of their existence 
in some delicious otto of roses, which is easily pro¬ 
cured here. 

The road by which we were now travelling was 
what is called in India a cutcher-road, which means 
i»unetallcd. It is a pity ■ that Government should 
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spend so much in macadamizing roads, when cutchcr- 
roads answer just as well for all the wants of nativa 
traffic. The rocks here arc of limestone formation, and 
consequently, as there is not much traffic on any 
road in India, if the trocs were cut down, roads on a 
limestone fonnation would always keep themselves 
in repair, provided the side drains were properly 
kept open. The bridges are all good, and, if the line 
of road was well bridged throughout, the country 
conveyances could always make their way along it 
with perfect ease. If the money now spent in mac¬ 
adamizing were spent in making the necessary 
bridges, the resources of the cotmtry would be much 
more fully opened out than they arc at present; a 
garre-waUcr, or cart-man, can always appreciate a 
bridge, never a macadamized road. At present the 
bridges on this road tare all wooden, and ffitble to be 
carried away by the first heavy flood. 

fl'he whole way to th<5 frontier of Nepaul we 
travelled along a cutchcr-road, accon M|M iicd by a train 
of at least a himdred hackerys, wiu|Hk the slightest 
inconvenience ; and until the style vf^t at present 
used by the natives becomes woiji;^^uIly improved, 
this road may well be used, excepfi^f course during 
the rains. 

A few days’ march brought us to the banks of the 
Gograh, a large river rising in the western Tcrai, 
and measuring, at the point where we crossed, at 
least lialf a mile in breadth. As we came upon the 
61iff overlooking the river, the scene was novel and 
amusing. As 5000 persons had to reach the oppo- 
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Bite bank, and no proparations had been made for 
^heir transit, the confusion may be easily imagined. 
The good-humour of the hillmcn, however, was 
imperturbable, and, though there was plenty of loud 
talking, the remarks made wore usually of a facetious 
nature. 

The stream was rapid, and carried the boats down 
some distance. Ten elephants, with nothing visible 
but the tips of their trunks and the crowns, of tlicir 
heads, on which latter squatted the mahouts, made the 
passage gallantly. On the opposite side we passed 
through a village, the little square of which was ab¬ 
solutely filled with monkeys. They resort thither 
by hundreds from the neighbouring jungles to be fed 
by the villagers, and arc most independent in their 
behaviour, unscrupulously attacking the man who 
brings thefr daily allowance, and,ias they are accoun ted 
sacred, they are of course unmolested. ,, Wo saw 
some serious fights amongst them, young and -^Id 
mixing indiscriminately in the m^ldc; a mother was 
frequently seen making a rapid but orderly retreat 
with her youn^one on her back. 

' We occasionmly passed picturesque villages, the 
inhabitants of which were of course all attracted by so 
novel a spectacle. The system pursued by the villagers 
here is the same as may be observed in many parts of 
the Continent of Europe: they invariably congregate 
in a coUoction of mud-built closely packed huts, 
showin^^xegarious disposition, and great aversion to 
livin^Ple. 1 do not remember to have passed one 
solitwy nouse. As the whole of the country is richly 
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cultivutwl, tlie distance of their dwellings from the 
scene of their daily labour must in some iastancoe 
be considerable. 

The Gandaki, over which we were ferried, is a 
large stream lising in j!iepaul, and as broad as the 
Gograh. Wo went some distance up its banks, in 
the hopes of finding wild-pig, but were unsuccessful. 

Tlic minister, however, being determined not to 
go home empty handed, doomed to destruction a 
huge alligator, unconsciously basking on a sand-bank. 
Accordingly, arming eight of us with double-barrelled 
rifles, he marched us in an orderly manner to the 
bank, when, at a given signal, 16 balls whistled 
tlu-ough the air, arousing in a most unpleasant man¬ 
ner the monster from his mid-day slumbers, who 
plunged into the strea)n and disappeared almost 
instantaneously, and the Minister Sahib, coolly pull¬ 
ing out the wallet which contained his tifHn, remarked 
thjt we might profitably employ ourselves in that 
way until he came up to breathe, when ho should 
receive another dose. Retiring therefore a few yards 
from me—for a Hindoo may not eat in the presence 
of a Christian—he and his brothers were soon deep in 
the mysteries of curious viands. Perceiving, however, 
tliat 1 was not prepared for an alfresco luncheon, he 
shared with me some grapcs,*pomegranates, &»., as 
well as a piece of green-looking meat, which I found 
very delightfully scented. As we were in the‘middle 
of our repast, our woundedp-.friend showed his nose 
above the water, when he«yas immediately struck 
^.by a splendid shot from the minister, who was in no 
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way disconcerted by , having his mouth full at the 
time. Lashing the water furiously with his tail, 
the alligator once more disappeared: he came uj) 
sliortly after, and the same scene was enacted three 
times before his huge form f^ated lifeless down the 
stream. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


A picnic on the Nepaul frontier — A boar-hunt — The Terai and its 
lesources—Our shooting quarters — incidents of sport—A tiger- 
hunt — The great eiephant exhibition of 1851 — Comp Bechiacor. 

Pitched under the shade of some wide-spreading 
mangoes are a variety of tents of all sizes, from 
the handsome and spacious inarq^uec to the snug 
sleejiing tent; near them arc picqi|e<icd a number ol' 
line-looking Arab horses in primep<s(ji4ition, wliile the 
large barouche, which is standi^ dose by, might 
have just emerged Irom a coachchlnisc in a London 
njpws; a few servants are loiteril^ about, and give 
life to this otherwise tranquil scene. 

Nobody can for an instant supjxise that tliis is the 
camp of Jung Ikhadoor; his tents are green and red 
and generally surrounded by soldiers; his horses do 
not look so sleek and fresh as these; he has not got 
a bai'ouchc belonging to him, fax less a tt^o, and I 
think I hear the music of one proo^raing from 
yonder large tent.—No—this is an Indian picnic— 
none of your scrambling, hurried pleasure parties to 
last for a wet day, when everybody brings his own 
food, and eats it uncomfortably with his fingers, 
with some leaves for a plate and an umbrella for a 
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roof, and then persuades himself and others tluit he 
h".s been enjoying himself. Let such an one come 
and make trial of a deliberate, well-organized picnic 
of a jfortnight’s duration, such as the one now before 
us, with plenty of sport in thq. neighbourhood, while 
the presence of the lair sex in camp renders the 
pleasures of the drawing-room doubly delightful 
after those of the chace. 

Boar-hunting, or, as it is commonly called, pig¬ 
sticking, is essentially an Indian sport, and I could 
not have partaken of it under more liivourablc 
auspices than I did at Hirsedc, when, having ob¬ 
tained intelligence of a wild boar, and having l.)cen 
supplied with steeds, some five or sLx ol' us pro¬ 
ceeded in pursuit of the denizen of the jungles. We 
soon roused and pressed him closely through the 
fields of castor-oil and raro-cates. The thick stalks 
of the former often balked our aim. He received 
repeated thrusts notwithstanding, and charged three 
or lour times viciously, slightly woiuiding my horse, 
and more severely that of one of my companions. 
After being mortally wounded, the brute unfortu¬ 
nately dodged into a thick jungle, where, hiding him¬ 
self in the bushes, he balllcd all our efforts to dislodge 
him. In their attempts to do so, however, the 
beaters turned but a fine young boar, who gave us a 
splendid rim of upwards of a mile at top speed—for 
a -is a much faster animal than his appearance 
ui<3jCatcs, and one would little* imagine, as he 
,;^uttlcs along, that he could keep a horse at full 
gallop. However, he soon became blown, and, no 
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/riendly imtcli of junglo being near for him to take 
refuge in, was quickly despatched. 

Our revels liaving been kept up to a late hour, I 
left Ilirsedc in the .small hours of the morning, and 
came up to Jung BShadoor’s camp on the Nepaul 
frontiei’. 

A small stream divides the Company’s from the 
jS'cpaulese dominions, and on crossing it the change 
ol' government was at once obvious. The viUages 
looked more wix'teln'd, the people more dirty, the 
country was almo.^t totally imcultivatcd, and neaijy 
all traces ol‘ roads disappear(?d as we traversed the 
green sward of the Tcrai (.if Nepaul, scattered over 
which w('re large herds ol‘ cattle, grazing on the 
short grass, which oxtend<id in all directions over 
the vast expanse of flat country. 

This province is governed by Krislma Bahadoor, 
a younger brother of the prime minister, an active 
.ftid energetic (.ifiicer. Any complaint of the pea¬ 
santry is in the first instance brought to his notice, 
and referred by him to his brother, if his decision 
does not give satisfaction. His subordinates are a 
sirdar, or judge, and several subahs, or collectors. 

The Tcrai is a long narrow strip of territory, ex¬ 
tending for three hundjM^milcs along the northern 
Irouticr of British Tnj MBK id is about twenty miles 
in breadth. The whgHKct is a dead level. For 
tlic first ten ra^s a|j^i^crossing the frontier the 
country is used ^iefly ^ grazing by the inhabitants 
of the adjoining British provinces, who drive thou¬ 
sands of cattle across the border, paying a consider- 
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able revenue to the Nepaul government for the 
pfivilege of so doing. 

Ten miles from the frontier commences the great 
saul forest, which is also ten miles in breadth. It is 
compo.sed almost entirely of the valuable saul-tree, 
and a great quantity of timber is annually exported 
to Calcutta down the Gandaki, which is navigable 
to the foot of the Cheriagotty hills. The licenee to 
fell the saul timber is confined exclusively to Nepaul 
merchants, and the payment demanded by Govern¬ 
ment for such permission is so enormous that the 
trade is not very profitable. 

The principal sources of revenue derived from 
this district arc the land-tax and the receipts from 
the sale of licences for felling timber and for grazing 
cattle. The large amount thus received, together 
with the number of elephants which arc annually 
caught in the great forest, renders the Terai a most 
valuable appendage to the Nepaul dominions. 

It is, however, entirely owing to the excellent 
managcinent of Jung that the revenue of the Terai 
is now so considerable. In 1816 this province did 
not yield more than one-tettth its present revenue, 
which is now computed to amount to fifty lacs 
(500,000?.). Still the Tjgnai might be made yet 
more profitable. At pi;|^t no use whatever is 
made of the hides and homSiittf the hundreds of head 
of cattle that die daily in '&is d^rict, which are 
left to rot on the carcases of the oeasts. It would 
remaja to be proved however whether, even if per- 
missMBt were granted by the Nepaul Government, 
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any would be found possessing the capital or enter¬ 
prise to engage in a specxdation wliicli would, vu»- 
questionably, ensure a handsome return. 

It is not, however, in a pecuniary point of view 
alone that the Terai is considered by the Ncpaulese 
as contributing to the prosperity of their dominions; 
it is looked upon as one of their chief safeguards 
against invasion. For nine or ten months a disease, 
denominated by the natives the “ Ayul,” renders the 
Terai impassable to man, so deadly arc its eflects even 
to the natives of the country. It would appear lluit 
might be obviated—if l(li^ arc to believe the native 
thef)ry somewhat grarjj^i recorded by Mr. Hamilton 
(who made a journej^^ugh tlris province with a 
mission sent by Govo,a®fet in 1803)—^by going in 
search of and killing cUtain serpents, which are said 
to poison the atmosphere with their breath. I sliould 
be inclined to recomme^ the cutting down of the 
jiJngle in preference talhe cutting up of the ser¬ 
pents ; and I have little uoubt tliat, were parts of the 
great forest cleared, and wide roads cut through it, 
it would cease to be so pestilential a locality as it is 
at present. In case of a war, there would be no diffi¬ 
culty, even now, in our troops possessing themselve* 
of tire whole traritory to the foot of the Clreriagotty 
hills in the cold season; but as we should have to main¬ 
tain some position throughout the year, the top of those 
hills themselves would be the only one available, and 
here, in the heart of an enemy’s country, and cut off 
from all communication with India, the position of 
the garrison would be anything but enviable. 
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I observed several of tire natives of this district 
*31icted with goitre, and I was informed tliat cretin¬ 
ism was also prevalent,—a fact which proves clearly 
the fallacy of the old doctrine tliat these complaints 
are attributable to snow-water, for all the water 
drunk by tire inliabitants of the Tcrai rises in the 
Cheriagotty hills, on which snow rarely if ever falls. 
This would be strongly corroborative of the correct¬ 
ness of the idea that malaria is the origin of goitre 
and cretinism, even if the experiment which has 
been tried at Interlackcn, of building a hospital on 
the hills, above the influence of the infectious atmos¬ 
phere in the valley, had not proved completely suc¬ 
cessful. 

The camp which was destined to be our head¬ 
quarters during a lew days’ shwting was pitched in 
the plain near the village of Bisolcah, distant about 
two miles from the borders of the grand jungle. Its 
appearance was totally different from those already 
described; two more regiments were here in attend¬ 
ance upon the Minister; the men were .all comfort¬ 
ably lodged in grass huts got up for the occasion, and 
the innumerable host of camp followers, who on the 
march had been contented with wrapping themselves 
up in their thick cloths, and sleeping in groups 
round the various fires, were how engaged in erect¬ 
ing iiJs^diJtenporary habitations, forming by these 
meaaS'^‘^ass village of considerable extent. 

HfUps, oxen, camels, elephants, were tethered in 
everydirection, or wandering in search of sweeter 
tiifts of grass. The village itself was close and dirty; 
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the largest house, ■which stood near a temple, was 
occupied by som6 half-dozen wives of the Minister'? 
who had come to the borders of their country to wel¬ 
come home their lord and master. 

Our tents were pitched between the' camp and a 
small clump of trees, near which upwards of 300 
elephants were tethered; a strtiam di'vided us from 
them, the banks of which presented a continual scene 
of confusion, as men and animals, at all hours, passed 
along in crowds, while the motley groups, collecting 
as the Minister moved about to inspect various parts 
of his establishment, indicated the whereabouts of 
that great personage. The scene stnick us as par¬ 
ticularly novel and attractive when we arrived from 
Hirsede about mid-day; as we approached from one 
direction, the Minister 'Sahib arrived from another, 
mounted in a handsome howd^, the trophy of the 
morning being a tiger which Ij^^d just killed, and 
wllich was lashed on to the oi^^nt following him, 
while a hundred more hus|fa|Hic another up the 
steep bank and through the 'fflwdcd street, greatly 
to the inconvenience of his'%dtiful subjects, who 
were salaaming vociferously. 

We immediately started in quest of like game, and 
commenced beating die heavy jungle, by which the 
plain was bounded as by a wall, but fortune did not 
smile upon our efforts, and we only succeeded in 
killing a deer and a pig. I found my first experi¬ 
ence in shooting from a howdah to be anything but 
agreeable: the deer bounds through the long grass 
as a mbbit would through turnips; and, at the 
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moment one catches a glimpse of his head, the 
filcphant is sure to be going down a steep place, 
or stopping or going on suddenly, or trumpet¬ 
ing, or doing something which completely balks a 
sportsman accustomed to be" on his own legs, and 
sends the ball flying in any direction but the right 
one. Our line of elephants consisted of upwards of 
one hundred, and they beat regularly and silently 
enough, except when the behaviour of one of them 
irritated some passionate mahout, who would vent his 
wrath upon the head of tlic animal by a blow from a 
short iron rod, or would catch him sharply under 
the car with a huge hook, which he dexterously 
applied to a sore kept open for tliat puipose; then a 
loud roar of pain would sound through the jungle for 
a moment, much to our disgust, as it startled the 
deer we were silently and gradually approaching. 

The pig, which formed part of the game-bag 
of the aitem(X)n, was, in the first instance, ohly 
severely wounded, and an elephant was commanded 
to finish the poor brute; as he lay, grimly sur¬ 
veying us, his glistening tusks looked rather for¬ 
midable,—so at least the elepliant seemed to think, 
as for some time he strongly objected to approach 
him. At last he went timidly up and gave the boar 
a severe kick with his fore-loot, drawing it back 
quickly with a significant grunt, which plainly 
intimated his opinion that he had done as much 
as could reasonably be expected of liim. His 
maliout, however, tliought otherwise, and, by dint of 
severe irritation on the sore behind his ear, seemed 
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to drive iiim to desperation, as the elephant suddenly 
backed upon the pig, and, getting Jiim between his 
hind legs, ground them together, and absolutely 
broke him up. After this we went emshing home, 
regardless of tlie thickf jungle through which we 
passed, as the impending boughs wefe snapped, at 
tlie word of the mahouts, by the obedient and saga¬ 
cious animals they bestrode. 

Daybreak of tlie 30th of January found us not fiK)t 
in stirrup, but foot on ladder, for we were mounting 
our clepluints to proceed in search of the monarch of 
the Indian jungles, intelligence of the lair of a male 
and Icmalc having been brought into caurp overnight. 
A hundred elephants followed in a line, forming a 
picturesque procession, towards the long grass jungle 
in w’liich our noble game was reported to be en¬ 
sconced. On reaching the scene of action we Ibrmed 
into a line and beat regularly the whole length of 
tlie’patch. We were not destined to wait long, and 
lire crack of my friend’s rifle soon sounded in my 
ears. He had wounded the tiger severely, and the 
animal had again disappew^ in the long grass. 
We wore now on the alert, <# it was impossible he 
could escape us; and in a few moments I had the 
satisfaction of seeing him bounding through the 
grass at about thirty yards’ distance. The report of 
my rifle was quickly followed’ by three more shots 
as ho passed down the line, and he fell dead at tite 
leet of the miirister, with five balls in his body. 

In the evening, after our return from a good dst^’s 
sport, we paid Jung Dahadoor a visit in his tent, 
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and went with him to see the elephants which had 
"'been caught for tjje service of the Govemraent during 
his year’s absence from the country. In a .square 
enolo.sure were upwards of two hundred elephants of 
all sorts and sizes. Here might be seen an elephant 
fastened between two otlfcrs, and kept quiet only by 
being dragged continually in two different directions 
at once, no mahout leaving yet ventured to mount him ; 
while, in evident terror at her proximity to such a 
monster, .stood an anxious mother performing maternal 
duties to a young one not much larger than a calf, 
who was in no way ])uzzled by the position of the 
udder between her fore legs, but by a dexterous use 
of his trunk heljted himself in a manner wondfu- 
fully precocious for so young a baby; indeed, he 
seemed very much pleased with having a trunk to 
play with, and certainly had a great advantage over 
most babies in possessing so permanent a play¬ 
thing. Behind this interesting party stood a large 
elephant, with huge tusks, which had been chiefly 
instrumental in the capture of the victims he was 
now grimly surveying, at a considerable distimce, it 
not being safe to let liim approach too near, as he 
seemtjd to be under the delusion that every elephant 
he saw still required to be caught. Each mahout 
now brought forward the prizes he had captured 
since the commencement of the year, and they were 
severally inspected: those whidi had no tufts of hair 
at 'th4^tips of their tails, or were in any way de¬ 
formed, were put aside to be sold to unwaiy pur¬ 
chasers in India ; while those approved by his Ex- 
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cellciicy were reserved for the use of government, 
or, to sjxiuk in plainer language, for liis shooting 
parties. 

As I do not know the points of an elephant as 
well as those of ^a horsi;, the want of the tuft wfis 
the tmly mark I coidd distinguish. However, the 
science of elephant-flesh seemed to be as deep and 
full of mysteries as that of horse-flesh. 

Having flnished our inspection, and the pay of an 
unsuccessful maliout or two having been stopped, 
Jung entered into a long disqidsition upon the subject 
of the wild sports of the Terai. He told us, amongst 
other things, that he had tbrbidden all deer-shooting 
here, although tire revenue to Government upon the 
skins amounted to 400Z. or 500^. !j,/ear, in order that 
lie might enjoy better shooting. . (^course, we praised 
the love of sport which*could ptonipt such an order, 
and said nothing of the love c*f country which might 
periiaps have prevented it. was ol’ten struck by 
the de.spotic tone wlrich the prinre minister assumed, 
and it oirly conlirmed my previous opiirion as to Iris 
substantially possessing the sovereign power. 

We killed five or six more deer and pigs belbre 
quitting Bisolcah on the following day, our road to 
Bechiacor kuiding us through the great forest, at this 
season perfectly healthy. We found our camp 
pitched in the broad dry bed of a mountain torrent, 
which I observed to be filled with fragments of gra¬ 
nite atrd micacious schist. 

As the shades of ev erring closed in upon the val¬ 
ley, the scene became extremely interesting: high 
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upon the hill sides,—for we had reached the base of 
the Cheriagotty hills,—^groups of natives, crouching 
round their fires, were sheltered only by grass huts, 
the labour of an hour. While lights twinkled in the 
minister’s camp, soldiers were gathered round their 
watch-fires, and the villagers were assembled near a 
huge crackling blaze to witness so unusual, and to 
them so exciting a scene, as 5000 souls encamped in 
their solitary valley. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

March to Hotowm — Cross the Cheria^otty Hills — Scenes of tlio 
\v;u' 1815-16 — rrcjiarations for a wild-elephant hunt — "riu; 

herd in full ciy — A hreaknock countiy — Furious chai-ges of 
wild clephiuils — The lost child — Ketuni to camp. 

EIarey cin the ibllowing taorning we wore on the 
iniireh, and lor five miles did our clmnsy elephant trip 
it heavily over the large stones Ibrming the bed of the 
stream in which wc had been encamped the previous 
night. I fear the beauty of the scenery did not 
so well compensate him for the badness of the road 
as his more Ibrtunato riders. To see a hill at a 
dldtance after having travelled so long over a dead 
level Wiis rerre.shing; but when we began Uj wind 
round the l)ase of precipitous clilTs, or clamber up 
some romantic mountain pass, the effect was most 
animating. 

I’hc cliffs which now frowned over us were about 
500 leet in height; a fe# larches crowning the 
summit indicated the elcvati^ of the country, and 
ahiKjst reminded us of ho|||£ until some monkeys 
swinging about amongst l®Rbranches at once dis¬ 
pelled the illusion. 

The hills themselves consist entirely of clay 
mixed with sandstone, mica, and gravel; and the 
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ffi'oct of the mouiitiiiii torrents during the rainy 
i?ouson up(m such soft material had been to form }>rc- 
cipitous gullies, along which we were, now passing, 
while the grotesque pinnacles which constantly met 
tlic eye reminded us of tlu^ (iolomile li)rmati(m of 
tlic Tyrol. In many places were stmta, soinctiraos 
liorizontal, but more Ifequently inclined at an angle 
of about f.)rty-five degrees, consisting of limestone, 
horhstone, and conglomerate. 

This jungc is called by llc)dgsnji the sandstone 
range; it dees not rise more ( um (100 Iw^t from its 
immediate base, its elevativ.i above; the s-'a being 
about 3000 feet. The pass Itseb, by whieli we 
crossed tbe (Ihcriagotly bills, was a mere water¬ 
course, sometimes so narrow lliat tin.- Iriuks on cai;li 
side miglit bo touched from (he hack of the elepliant, 
and so st(;cp and j’oeky tliat, both in aseendingf and 
■descending into the diy bed of a torrent, the animal 
found no little dilliculty in kec[)ing his looting. 

/ it was in this plaei; that some of the severest 
tigluing took place in 1810 during the Nepuulosc' 
v.'ar. Coinnmnded by the; sun'()unding lielghls and 
crowned by the temporaiy stockades ol'd'c frliorkas, 
it was a dangerous and Ibrinidahle obstacle to tlic 
progress of our army; hut the able tactics ol' Sir 
David Ochtcrlony successfully overcame it. In 
the very watercourse u® were - now traversing the 
carcase of a dead elep^Ut had, on one occasion 
during that campaign, fallen in such a manner as 
effectually to block up the way; and so narrow is 
Ac path, and so steep the banks on each side, that 
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tlu' unny was absolutely delayed some time until 
ibis cumbrous impediment was remcwcd. 

Alter d(W(!(!nding into the bod of tire Cbyiia 
Jsuddei' our road lay through the said forest, the 
oiagiiifiecnt trees of whit'h served as a grateful shade 
hr some miles, while, the road Ixiing comparatively 
i vel and free from impediments, our journey was 
;iiost agn.'eable. A sliort distance from our destina- 
l;on we erossi'd the Kiirroo Nuddee, bya picturesque 
wooden bridge peciili:ii' to the Himalayas. • 

Hetorvra is a ■ 'ace of considerable importance in 
a meri^u' tile point ol' view, but it is not gay except 
during tin- season; it is, in fact, lashionable only 
while it is bealtby. From this place two roiuls lead 
to Katmandu. The whole of our week’s stay lii the 
d'erai rva.s rendered interesting to us li'om the ro- 
colloetion that in^this piMvinee originated a war as 
disastrous to our troojis as it was unprovoked by us. 
iNe^er in our eastern ex[i('ri<'ncc Iravc rve commenced 
bostilitios with a native power upon more justifiable 
ounds, and seldom Imve we paid more dearly liir 
III’ satisfaction of at last dictating terms, Iroin wiiich 
indeed we have since reaped no great advantage. 

t Persa, but a short distance from Bisolealr, Captain 
' 'ililey and Ills detachment fell into the hands of the 
• nemy, losing two guns and tlujoeftfourtlrs of his 
men. Major-General Gillespie fe]®|it the storming 
of Kalunga, while gallantly checiiia|pi his men; our 
casualties here amounting to 229m<venty of whom 
were officers. Beaten back on tos occasion, we 
were no less unsuccessful in a sccottd attempt, losing 
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in killed and wounded 483 men, including eleven 
officers. It was only wlicn General Oclitciiony 
assumed the command that affairs began to wear a 
brighter aspeot. The energy and ability of this 
offieer were displayed in a series of operations which 
daunted the enemy in proportion as they inspired 
conhdence amongst our own ranks, and the result of 
the campaign was the expulsion of the Ghorkas from 
a large tract of country, which was subsequently 
amiexed to British India. Attempts at negotiation 
were then made, which ultiirrately proved futile, and 
alter the usual amount of delay, sjjccious professions, 
and deceit common to native Courts generally had 
been praetised by the Nepaul Durbar with a view 
to gain time., open hostilities broke out with re¬ 
doubled vigour on both sides. General Oehterlony 
assumed the command of an arm^ of 3G,000 men, 
and commenced the campaign by moving the main 
body at once across the Cheriagotty hills, an opera¬ 
tion involving incredible toil and difficulty, but 
whjch was, nevertheless, perfonned with the greatest 
rapidity. From Hetowra he advanced upon Muck- 
wanporc, which, alter two engagements, fell into 
his hands, our loss amounting to nearly 300, This 
fort commands the valley of Katmandu, and the 
Dmbar therefore thought it advisable to treat as 
speedily as pos^jUe. The terms which were finally 
agreed upon d®rcd little from those proposed on 
the former occasion, leaving in our hands a portion 
of die Tend, and, what was more important, giving 
the Ghorkas a more correct notion of the enemy 
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they had to deal witli than they had gained liojii 
their experience in the first campaign. 

We found our camp prettily situated at the village 
of Hetowra, on the llapti, surrounded by hills 
clothed to their suinmrts with evergreen jungle, not 
unlike those 1 hatl lately left in Ceylon. 

The Minister Sahib, having received infonnation 
that a herd of wild elephants were in the neighbour¬ 
hood,’ paid us a visit immediately on our araival at 
camp, in a great state of excitement, and enjoined on 
us the neeo.ssityof an early start if we wished to partake 
of a sport which he promised would exceed anything 
we had ever witnessed, and prove such as no European 
had ever b(;forc had an opportunity of joining in. 

1 was aroused about 3 on the Ibllowing mom- 
ing, by the tune of the ‘ British Grenadiers,’ played 
by the bands of the two regiments, which marched past 
my tent on their way to beat the jungle, and I won¬ 
dered whether its composer ever imagined th'at its 
inspiriting effects would be exercised upon men 
hound on so singular a duty as those" whose tramp 
we now heard beaming fainter and fainter as they 
wound up the valley. This ym a signal for us to 
abandon our mattresses, wlm^feiserc always spread 
on the ground, in default of @feur-postcr, but were 
none the less comfortable-or 'fascinating to their 
drowsy occupants on that account. It was necessary 
to make such a morning’s meal as should be suf¬ 
ficient to last for 24 horns. This was rather a diffi¬ 
cult matter at that early hour, as we had eaten a 
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lurgo (litincr over-niglit; however, Ave uccoinpHshcd 
It to die host of our poAver, und, jumping into our 
howduli, soon overtook dung, whom avc iicconipanied 
to what was to be the scene of action, a tliick suul 
jungle on the banks of tlic Chirroo iS'uddce, here a 
considerable stream. 

Down a hill before us, and by a particular jjass, 
the Avild elephants Avere to be diivon by the united 
efforts of the gallant rifle corps, a regiment of in¬ 
fantry, and a hundred elephants; while our party, 
which comprised an ecpial number of these animals, 
was prepared to receive their brethren of the 
woods. 

Our patience ;rs sportsmen was destined to be 
severely tried, and mid-day came without any ele¬ 
phants having made their appearance : avc therefore 
lit a huge fire, and, dismounting, partook with Jimgof 
some very nice sweet biscuits and various specimens 
of native confectionery, declining the grcen-lookiiig 
mutton which was kindly pressed up<m us. Had 
the elepliants chosen that moment to come down 
upon us, a cm’ious scene must have ensued: Jung’s 
grapes would have gone one Avay,and his cuiry- 
poAvder the other—he was eating grapes and curiy- 
powder at the time /*%nd his brother, who was toast¬ 
ing a large piece of mutton on a reed, must have 
either biirm Ws mouth or lost the precious morael: 
hoAV»jer, the elephants did not come, so Jung 
linAed his grapes and curry-poAvder, and his 
MKher waited till the mutton wsis cool, ate it in 
place, and Avent throAigh the necessary ablutions. 
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He then gave me a lesson in eutting down trees 
with a kukri, a sort of bill-hook, in the use of whicli 
tlic Ncpaulese are peculiarly expert. The Minister 
Saliib at om^ stroke cut through a saul-tree which 
was 13 incJies in circjimferencc, while sundry un¬ 
successful attempts which I made on very small 
branches created great amusement among the by¬ 
standers skilled in the use of the weapon. 

At- last a dropi)ing shot or two were heard in the 
dista)ico: tliis was the .signal of the approach of tlie 
herd, and I wfis put by the minister tluough the 
exercises nece-ssiiry to be acquired before commencing 
the no^■el chace. 

'J'aking oif my shoes and tying a towel round my 
head, 1 was told to su])pose an immense branch to be 
in ti-ont of me, and was tauglit to escape its sweeping 
elTects by .sliding down the crupper of the elephant, 
and keeping the whole of my body below the level 
olihis back, thus allowing the branch to pass within 
an inch above it without touching ]nc. In the same 
manner, upon a branch threatening me frcuu tlie right 
or left, it was necessary to throw myself on the op¬ 
posite side, hanging oidy by my Inmds, and swinging 
myself into my original position by a most violent 
exertion, wliiclr required at .same time eonsider- 
able knack. Having perfects myself in these ac- 
complishments to the utmost'qf ?ny power, I awaited 
in patience the arrival of the elfpphants. 

Looking round, I saw JungTiimself, seated in the 
pkice of the mahout, guiding the elephant which he 
bestrode very cleverly. When silence was required 
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he made a peculiar clucking noise with his tongue; 
^vhcrcupon these docile creatures immediately be¬ 
came still and motionless: one woidd drop the tult 
of grass which he was tearing up, another would stop 
instantly from shaking the dust out of the roots which 
he was preparing to cat, others left off chewing their 
foodi When a few seconds of the most perfect calm 
had elapsed, the rooting up and dusting out went 
on more briskly than ever, and the mouthful was 
doubly sweet to those who were now allowed to 
finish the noisy process of mastication. 

At last our patience was rewarded, and Jung gave 
the signal for us to advance. 

On each elephant there were now two riders, 
the mahout and a man behind, who, armed with 
a piece of hard wood into which two or three spikes 
were inserted, hammered the animal about the root 
of the tail as with a mallet. He was furnished with 
a looped rope to hold on by, and a sack stuffed with 
straw to sit upon, and was expected to belabour the 
elephant with one hand while he kept hunsclf on its 
back with the other. 

This was the position I filled on |his trying occa¬ 
sion; but my elephant fared well as regarded the 
instrument of torture, for I was much too fully 
occupied in taking care of myself to think of using 
it. Away we went at full speed, jostling one 
another up banks apd through streams, and I fre¬ 
quently was all but jolted off the diminutive sack 
wipch ought to have formed my seat, but did not, 
jSst l found it impossible to sit. Being quite unable 
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fco maintain any position lor two moments togetlier, 
I looked upon it as a miracle tliat every bone in, 
my bofly was not broken. Sometimes I was sud¬ 
denly jerked into a sitting posture, and, not being 
able to get my heels from under me in time, they 
received a violent blow. A moment after I was 
thrown forward on my face, only righting myself in 
time to sec a huge impending branch, wliich I had 
to escape by slipping rapidly down the crupper, 
taking all the skin off ray toes in so doing, and, what 
would have been more serious, the branch nearly 
tiiking my head oil' if I did not stoop low enough. 
When I could bwk about me, the scene was most 
extraordinary and indescribable; a hundred ele¬ 
phants were tearing through the jungle as rapidly 
as their unwieldy fonns would,; l&t them, crushing 
down the heavy jungle in,.:;;:ii!^. headlong career, 
while their riders were gefstitgiibting violently, each 
inflii punishing his elepliant,.Wunaking a bolster of 
liimself as he flung his body imonc side or the other 
to avoid branches; while some, Ducrow-like, and 
confident in their activity, were standing on the bare 
backs of their elephants, holding only by the looped 
rope,—a feat I found easy enough in the open 
country, but fearfully dangerous in the jungle. A 
few yards in front of us was a wild elephant with 
her young one, both going away in fine style, the 
pace being 8 or 9 miles. an hour. I was just 
beginning to appreciate the sport, and was con¬ 
templating hammering my elephant so as to be up 
amongst the foremost, when we, in company with 
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about half' a dozen others, suddenly disappeared from 
^tho scene. A nullali, or deep drain, hidden in the 
long grass, had engulfed elepliants and riders. The 
suddenness of the shock unseated me, but Ibrtunately 
I did not lose my hold of t|ie rope, and more for¬ 
tunately still my elephant did not roll over, but, 
balancing himself on his knees, with the assistance 
of his ti'unk, made a violent effort, and succeeded 
in getting out of his uncomfortable position. 

The main body of the chace had escaped this 
nullali by going round the top of it; but we tvcrc 
not so much thrown out as I expected, for we 
arrived in time to see tin; wild elephant charging 
and struggling in the midst of her pursuers, wlio, 
after several attempts, linally succeeded in noosing 
her, and dragging her away in triumph between 
two tame elephants, each attached to the wild 
one by a rope, and pulling different ways when¬ 
ever she was inclined to be unmanageable. I w.is 
watching the struggles which the huge beast made, 
and wondering how the young one, who was gene- 
lally almost under the mother, had escaped being 
crushed in the melee, when a perfect roll of small 
arms turned our attention to another quarter, and 1 
saw an elepliant with an imposing pair of tusks 
chaiging down upon us through a square of soldiers, 
which had just been broken by it, and who were now 
taking to the trees in all directions. I ought to re¬ 
mark, lest the gallant riflemen should be imdcr the 
img^tion of want of valour in this proceeding, that 
they were only allowed to fire blank cartridge. The 
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clopliaat next to me stood the brunt of the charge, 
wliich was pretty severe, while mine created a diver¬ 
sion by butting him violently in the side, and, being 
armed with a formidable pair of tusks, made a 
considerable imju'cssioij; the wild one was soon 
completely ovcj'powercd by numbers, after tliro'Hjng 
up his trunk and charging wildly in all directions. 
t)f the violence of one of these charges 1 havejetained 
visible ])roof, for a splintered tusk, which had been 
broken short off in the combat, was afterwards picked 
up and given to me as a trophy. Having succeeded 
in iKxising this elephant also, we were dragging hint 
away in the usual mamicr bclwccn two otliers, when 
he snapped one of the ropes and started off, pulling 
after him the clephfint that still remained attached 
to him, imd dashed through tlie jungle at full speed, 
notwithstanding the struggles of the involuntary 
companion of liis flight. For a moment I feared that 
till courage of the maliout would give way in that 
pell-mell cajeer, and that he would slip the rope 
which bound the two animals together. Hut he held 
on manfully, and after anc|||ll|f exciting chacc we 
succeeded in surrormding:^^feaddcned monster; 
my elephant jostled hijn -iP^loscly that I could 
touch hun as we went neck and neck. It is a 
curious fact that the elephants never seem to think 
of uncurling their ti-unks, and sweeping their per¬ 
secutors &om the backs of their tame brethren; this 
they have never been known to do, though it has 
not unlrcquently occurred that a wild herd have 
proved more tluin a match for the tame one, and 
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then there is nothing for it but to trim and make 
/rff in an ignominious retreat as fast as the blows of 
the mahouts can urge them, it is only under these 
circumstances that there is any danger to the l iders, 
and such an occurrence can take place only when the 
tanic herd is small, and encounters an unusually large 
number of the wild elephants. UjKm this occasion 
we mu^ered so strong that defeat was out of the 
question. 

We now heard a terrific bellowing at a short 
distance, which, in my ignorance, I thought pro¬ 
ceeded from a huge tusker making a gallant resist¬ 
ance somewhere ; I was rather disappointed, there¬ 
fore, to find that the object of interest to a large 
group of men and elephants was only a young one 
struggling on his back in a deep hole into which he 
had fallen, and from which he was totally unable to 
extricate himself. Lying on his back, and kicking 
his legs wildly about in the air, he looked the mrist 
ridiculous object imaginable, and certainly made 
more noise in proportion to his size tlian any baby 
I ever heard. So incessant was his roaring that 
we could scarcely hear each othet speak ; at last, by 
means of ropes attached to vwous parts of his body, 
and by dint of a great deal of pulling and liauling, 
we extricated the unfortunate infant from his awk¬ 
ward position. 

The poor little animal had not had a long life 
before experiencing its ups and downs, and it now 
looked excessively bewildered at not finding its 
mother, who had escaped with the rest of the herd. 
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H(! wus soon consoled, liowcver, by being allotted to a 
tame matron, who did not seem particularly pleased. 
at Ix'ing thus installed in the office of foster mother 
whether she liked it or not. 

We now all jogged Jiome in great spirits, and, 
though dung professed himself dissatisfied with only 
having captured limr out of a herd of twelve, we 
were perfectly contented rvith a day’s work wliieh 
my elqdiant-shooting experience in Ceylon had never 
seen cipialled, and which so fully realised the promise 
made by the minister at starting, that we should be 
the first to partake of a sport to be met with only in 
the noble forests of his native country. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Jlarch <-0 B]iiiuj>})cdo — National defences — The Choosapariy pa^s — 
Lovely scenery—Night adventure — The watch-tire—Kceeption 
at camp — Arrival at Katmandu. 

We had looked forward with no little anxiety to the 
morning Ibllowing our elephant-hunt, as we were to go 
in search of rhinoceros : it wiis tlicref )re a severe dis- 
ap|X)intment m us when J ung entered our tent at 
dayliglit, and informed us that it was necessary we 
should at once proceed on our way to Katmandu. 
The reason he gave us was, that we should have to go 
too far out of our route before we could find oVir game: 
liowever that might be, there was no liclp for it, »nd 
we commei|(S^ our march up tlic valley ol‘ the Rapti, 
along the narrow rocky path leading to Bhimphede, 
our next lialting-placc. It was a live hours’ march, 
and we crossed the river thirty-two times before we 
came in sight of the picturcscpjc Durumsolah,or native 
rest-house, which is situated at the head of the valley. 
Hills clothed to their .summits with variegated jungle 
rose above us to an immense but not uniform height, 
and, the scenery looked bolder as we became more 
jRBSflosed among the mountains. 

^Bhijiiphede is a Newar village, the inhabitants 
being the aborigines of the country. It is said to derive 
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its name Irom a Hindoo divinitj named ilheem liaving 
on .some occa-sion happened tn step there. It is dis¬ 
tant from Hetowra about 18 miles, and tin; road 
might ho mueli improved by a little engineering. 

'J'hc present policy o|' llie Nepaul government is 
to keep tlie roads by which their countiy is approached 
in as impassable a state as p)ssible, vainly imagining 
that, in case of a war, the badness of the roads would 
offer an insuperable obstacle to our progress, and 
compel us to relinquish any attempt to penetrate 
to Katmandu. This delusion ought to have been 
dispelled by the occupation of Muckwanpore by Sir 
David Ochterlony; not that it is a contingency 
they need take much trouble to provide against, 
since it would ne^cr be worth our while to do 
more than take possession of the Terai. 

The present state of the roads renders it impossible 
lor goods to be conveyed into Kepiul, except upon 
mra’s backs; and as the traffic woffid be considerable 
in various articles of commerce,-the prosperity and 
wealth of the country would bo incalculably incrca.sed 
by an improvement in the means of tran.sit. 

Jung Bahtidoor is quite alive to,ji|e real state of 
the case, and secs at onee the ab.sunj^^ of the policy 
pursued by the Nepaul governmcjifl but he feels 
that any innovation of the sort would be too un¬ 
popular for him to attempt in his present position. 
His recently imbibed liberal notions coincide but 
little with the cramped ideas of a serai-barbarous 
durbar. He is well aware that neither bad road.s, 
troops, nor any other obstacle that ho could oppose 
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tij OUT advnucc, would avail in case of our invading 
Nopaul. His feeling as regards a war with the 
British was not inaptly expressed in a remark he 
once made to me,—“ If a cat is pushed into a comer 
it will fly at an elephant, hut it will always tiy to 
keep o\it of the comer as long as possible.” 

At Bhiniphcde, where we arrived about mid-day, 
I dismounted from the elephant on which I had 
journeyed comfortably lor 200 miles, and l()r wluch 
1 had begun to feel quite an aflection, and was soon 
high up the precipitous ascent of the Cheesapany 
puss. It crosses a mountain which rises nearly 2000 
feet above the village at its base; the path is so 
steep tliat a horse can barely scramble up it; and 
the ascent of the Bigi, in Switzerland, seemed a 
mere nothing in comparison; this pass in its turn is 
not nem-ly so steep as the Chandemagiri, which is 
the last pass before you descend into the valley ol‘ 
Katmandu. • 

Having so much memntain work before me, I de¬ 
termined oir walking the rest of the journey, that 
being the most satisfactory and ci^joyable way of 
travelling across a highland country and viewing Its 
scenery; my companion betook liimself to a cot or 
dandy swung on a pole, preferring that mctfiod of 
getting carried over the hills to the one in general 
use amongst the natives, which I imagine is peculiar 
to Nepaul. An open-mouthed conical basket, like 
tha^^ the Parisian clulFonnicr, but with contents 
in^Jpue respects different, since this contains the 
tjtfveller and not the shreds of his exploded journal. 
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is i’astoned upon ihc back of a bearer by a strap 
across liJs fbrelread and two others over his sliouldcrs; 
the occupant sits with his legs over the rim of the 
basket, and his back almost resting against the head 
of his bearer, who, bonding forward under the weight 
of his lojid, and grasping a long stick, looks like some 
decrepit old man—a delusion which vanishes the in¬ 
stant yon commence the ascent of a mountain by Iris 
side, tvhen liis endurance and vigour astonish you, if 
they do not knock you up. 

Before we had h)iled half way up the precipitous 
ascent, the view, that great alleviator of fatigue to 
the mountain traveller, was suddenly hidden from 
us by a thick mist in which we became enveloped, 
and wliich, rolling sfowly over the hills, hid from our 
gaze a magnififent panorama of the lovely valley 
along -which our morning’s march had led us, and 
which lay stretched at our lect. With its broad 
stream winding down its centre, it reminded me of 
many similar valleys in Switzerland and the Tyrol, 
more psu’ticularly • the Engadine, as seen from the 
hill above Nauders; while the hills, richly clad with 
masses of dark foliage, and rising to a height of two 
or three thousand feet, more nearly resembled those 
of the Cinnamon Isle. There is a fort near the 
summit of the psiss with a few hundred soldiers, 
and a sort of custom-hcAiae> at which two sentries 
are placed for the purpj^df levying a tax amounting 
to alx)ut sixpence upon«^ bundle passing eitlicr in 
or out of the N opaul doillnions; whether it a bundle 
of grass or a bale of the valuable fabric manufactured 
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from the H}iawl-goat of Thibet, the same charge is 
made, rendering it a grievously heavy tax upon the 
poor man with his load of wood, while it is a matter 
of no importance to the rich merchant whose cfxilies 
are freighted with rare and raluahle merchandize. 

Having accomplished nearly half the descent of 
the opposite side, we emerged from the mist, and a 
view of a wilder valley opened up, in which the 
streams were more rapid and furious, and the inoun- 
tains which enclosed it more rugged and precipitous. 
A few trees, principally firs, were here and there 
scattered over the bare face of the mountain wher¬ 
ever they could find a sufficiently-sheltered nook. 
Enterprising settlers hail perched thcmseh'cs upon 
the naked shoulders of the hills, or were more snugly 
ensconced below by the side of the brawling stream, 
which was crossed here and there by primitive 
bridges, consisting of a log or two thrown from one 
heap of stones to another, with a few turfs laid upon 
them. 

I observed in the Nepaul valleys—what must be 
the case in every country in which the hills are 
composed of a soft material—deltas formed by the 
soil which is washed down *by the mountain tor¬ 
rents. The mass of debris in the valley often 
extends quite across it, and forces the stream through 
a gorge;, &(^uently of considerable grandeur in those 
pkiiiilliPKre the power of the torrent during the 
(if'ery great. 

circumstance adds greatly to the beauty of 
scenery in the Tyrol, where the limestone 
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forination of the hills thus worked upon spreads a 
soil in swelling knolls over the valley, on which the 
most Inxm-iant vineyards are picturesquely terraced. 
The effect, however, is very different in Nepaul, 
where the hills are conjposed chiefly of gravel and 
conglomerate;. the deltas? consequently, produce 
crops of stones more frequently than of anything 
else. Notwithstanding the want of cultivation in 
the valley on which we were now looking down, 
it was full of a sublime beauty, the mountains at 
either end towering to a height of three or four 
thoussmd feet, while the path we were to follow 
was to be seen on the opposite side, winding over 
a formidable range, and always appearing to mount 
the steepest hills and to go down unnecessarily , into 
innumerable valleys. It was with no little regret 
then that we made the almost interminable descent, 
apparently for the mere purpose of starting fair from 
the bottom of the valley, before we commenced the 
arduous climb in store for us over a range still 
higher than the one we had just traversed. 

We crossed the stream at the bottom by a single- 
arched bridge of curious mechanism and peculiar to 
the Himalayas, the cliief advantage being the large 
span, whicli att immense body of water rush¬ 

ing through iUBfe^ssary precaution in the case of a 
mountain Wc then toiled up the hill side 

by a fearfrffl^Srrow path. At times my companion 
se^ed absonfely hanging over the precipice; and 
our path was not in some places above twelve inches 
broad; had wc slipped we must inevitably have 



66 


JOURNEY TO KATMANDU. 


Chap. VI. 


become lbf)dfor the fishes in the Pomonia, which was 
gliding rapidly along some hundreds of feet below, 
and which we were informed was a good trouting 
stream. 

At last we reached the STunrait of the range, from 
which we had a lovely* view of tiie suiToundIng 
country; the hills were just tipped by the setting 
sun; but this fact, while it added to the beauty of 
the scene, materially detracted from our onji'iyment 
of it. in a few moments more we should be be¬ 
nighted, and we had still two hours’ walk to the 
village for which we were bound. Accordingly, 
we had scarcely commenced the descent when it 
became .so dark that it was no longer possible to 
distinguish the path; and having a vivid recollec¬ 
tion of the precipices I had already passed, I felt no 
inclination to risk a fall of a lew hundred lect. 
After making some little progress by feeling our 
way with sticks, we found it hopeless, and fairly gave 
in, having no alternative but to make the narrow 
path we were on our resting-place for the remainder 
of the night. This was a mast disagreeable prospect, 
and we regretted that we had allowed Jung and his 
suite to ride on*. The minister had recommended 
us to follow in cots, as he thought the road was too 
bad for men accustomed to lev^,jpountry to ride; 
along. Jit was vain to tell him that we could ride 
whe]^<j^ could, or that we had seen hHls before we 
cangii TO Nepaul; he insisted that he was respoi^ble 
jj|||| our safety, and would not hear* of our riding. 
^ wc had little antioinated so arduous a march at 
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starting, we had not thought it worth wliilc further 
to contest tlic point with one who knew the country 
so well; and now, when it was too late, we sincerely 
wished ourselves comfortably lodged in his camp. 

I had already walltcd for six con.secutive hours 
over roads exceeding in ftinger and difficulty most 
ol* the moimtain passes in Switzerland, and began 
to feel fatigued and not a little hungry, seeing that 
I had not Umched a morsel of food since daybreak, 
with the exception of a crust of bread that 1 had 
fomid in my pocket. Thus the prospect of stretch¬ 
ing myself out on a slippery path, with a stone for 
my pillow, and the contemplation of my miseries for 
jny supper, was anything but agi'eeable. 

As we were in this humour it was not to be won¬ 
dered at tluit im intelligent soldier, whom we had for a 
guide, came in for a certain amount of our indigna¬ 
tion when he infbnncd us that it was still four coss 
(eight miles) to Pheer Piling, the place to which we 
were bound. Base deceiver!—he had told us at 
starting that it was not quite four coss, and now, 
after walking hard for six hours, we had got rather 
farther from it than we were at starting. It was 
impossible,, this rate, to say when our journey 
would comtf To an end. Nor could we get him 
to admit his error, and own tliat one or other of 
his statements must be wrong. He was a good- 
hearted fellow withal, and bore tis no malice for 
o«r ill temper, but gave me a walking-stick and 
an orange as peace-oficrings. However, he rigidly 
maintained liis assertion as to the distance, at the 

F 2 
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sauic time suggesting that we should push -on, 
encouraging us with the assurance that the rest of 
the path was a maidan or dead level. As he had 
made a similar statement at starting, and as the 
only hit of level walking we could remember was a 
log bridge, over which w had crossed, we knew too 
well what amount ol' conlidcncc to put in this 
assertion. 

At last one of tlie bearers who had gone on to 
explore the path ahead came back with the animat¬ 
ing intelligence “ that he saw a fire.” We therefore 
determined to make for it with all diligence, and 
soon perceived the bright glare of a large watch-fire, 
with a party of soldiers crowded round it. We gladly 
joined them, and wliilc one of their number was sent 
forward for torches we rolled ourselves in our cloaks 
near the crackling blaze, for the night was bitterly 
cold; and, heaping up fresh logs upon the fire, a 
bright flame lit up the wild scene. 

We forgot our miseries as we watched the pictur¬ 
esque group of weather-beaten Ghorkas, or gathered 
what we could from their conversation, of their opi¬ 
nions upon the politics of the country, and the trip 
of the prime minister, on both which subjects they 
expressed themselves pretty freely, and took pains 
to impress upon us how anxioris they were for our 
safe arrival in camp, informing us that their heads 
would be the price of any accident that should 
'happen to us. At last the torches were seen flicker¬ 
ing on the opposite hill, and soon afterwards we 
commenced our inarch in picturesque procession, 
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passing over rugged ascents, across brawling rocky 
streams, and down dark romantic glens, until wc 
began to think that the existence of Pheer Phing 
was a fiction. 

It was about nine o’clock when I perceived we 
had entered a town which, by its brick pavement 
and high houses, I concluded to be a large one. 
After crossing three ranges of mountains, each 
nearly two thousand feet high, we did not much 
speculate upon anything but the distance still to 
be travelled; and the numerous lights twink¬ 
ling in the distance were a welcome evidence 
of the proximity of Jung’s encampment. The mi¬ 
nister came out and received us cordially, expressing 
liis regret at our nlisadventure and the anxiety he 
had been in as to our fate; for the route wc had 
taken was not the ordinary one, but one of those 
short cuts which so often prove the unwary travel¬ 
ler’s greatest misfortune. As our servants htid not 
yet come up, he insisted upon our partaking of the’ 
repast he had prepared for us. I did not require a 
second invitation, and all scruples vanished as I 
looked witli delight at ^ little leaf cups containing 
the scented greasy formerly despised, 

and unhesitatingly plunged my fingers (for of comse 
there were no spoons or forks) into a mass of rice 
and mixed it incontinently with everything within 
reach, disregarding the Jung’s remonstrances, that 
tliis was salt-fish and the other sweetmeat, and that 
they would not be good together. After fasting 
for fifteen hours, and being in hard exercise the 
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gicat('r part of that time, one is not dispo.sed to 
be particular, and to this day I have not the 
sliglitest conception what I devoured for the iirst ten 
minutes; at the end t)f that time my first sensation 
was peculiarly disagreeable—namely, that my hun¬ 
ger was sufficiently appeased to allow me to consider 
wliat I was eating; at this pint I stopped, still 
rather hungry, but better off than my companion, 
who, having retained his presence of mind, had not 
touched anything. 

Wo now got into palanquins prcpai'cd for us, and 
arrived at the residency at Katmandu at tlu'oc in 
the morning, in a comatose state, arising partly from 
fatigue, partly from drowsiness, but chiefly, I ima¬ 
gine, from peculiar feeding. 
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CHAPTEE VII. 


Tho British rpsiilency — Ilou.ses at the temple of Pnsputniifh — 
Unprepossessing appearance of the Newar population — Their 
dress'and characteristic features — Ghorkas — Tdlnple of Pusput- 
nath View from the hill above it — The temple of Bhood — 
Worshiiijiers from Thibet and Chinese Tartary — Their singular 
and disgustiug,appearance — .Striking scene in the grand square of 
the city of Katmandu. 

I DID not awake until the day was far advanced, and 
iny first impulse was to look out of my window, 
with no little curiosity, expecting to see the Snowy 
Eange somewhere in the heavens near the sun ; in 
this I was disappointed, for the mist was so dense 
that neither sun nor Snowy llange was visible; we 
therefore determined to go in search of less exalted 
objects of interest. 

But ere we canter away from the door of the 
residency upon the shaggy little ponies which had 
been provided for our use 'the Durbar, tire 
Company’s cstablislunent i|L'; Ifepaul demands a 
moment’s attention. In th®' duly tlioroughly in¬ 
dependent state extant in India the British Go¬ 
vernment is represented by a Resident, to whose 
hospitality we were much indebted dujing our 
delightful stay in Katmandu. His house, a Gothic 
mansion of a rather gingerbread appearance, is- 
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situated in a well laid-out park-like enclosure, wliich 
Ibrins the resideiiey grounds, and which contains 
two or tlrrco neat substantial houses, the habitations 
of the two officers of the embassy. One of them 
kindly accompanied us in our search after sights, 
and directed our steps in the first instance to the 
temple of Pusputnath. We passed through the 
suburbs of Katmandu by a road beautifully paved, 
in some places with brick, in others with gi-anite. 
It was along this road that the body of Mai tiber 
Singh, the late prime minister, and uncle of Jmig 
Baluidooor, was drafted after he had been shot by 
his nephew, and was burned on the bank of the 
Blmgmutty before the soldiery (with whom he was 
an especial favoui^te) had any idea of his having 
been killed. 

As I approached tlic temple I remarked some 
liandsorae houses, three or four stories in height, 
which we were informed were tlie residences of some 
of the priests. As they were good specimens of the 
arcMtecture of this country, I may as well describe 
them here. 

The whole front of tlie Nepaulcse houses presented 
a mass of curiously carved wood-work, so that the 
beautiful flat brick of which they were built (and 
for the manufacture of which Nepaul is famous) was 
scarcely disceniible amidst the intricate tracery 
which surrounded every window, and hung in broad 
wooden fringes from the balconies: these are formed 
under the eaves, which project five or six feet, and 
are supported by rafters, on which quaint figures are 
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depicted in all sorts of impossible postures; tlie space 
between the rafters is also filled by carved wocxl, form¬ 
ing a sort of balcony i,)r small room, generally occupied 
by the women of the establishment, and flat faces peer 
out of grotesque windows as you pass beneath. 

But it must not be imagined that the same attrac- 
tion exists here as in other Oriental countries to in¬ 
duce you to return their gaze. On the contrary, the 
female- portion of the Ncpaulese community is any¬ 
thing but attractive. I have seldom seen a race Icwk 
more debased and squalid. Sometimes a florid tint 
about the nose and cheek-bones seems to liint at an 
affection for the bottle; while their flowing or rather 
tangled locks, and slovenly dress, might fairly in¬ 
duce the suspicion That they ha4,„but lately parted 
company with it. The Newar women, however,- 
Avere ladylike in tlieir appearance, wlien compared 
witli some of the Bootya tribe -with whom I after¬ 
wards made acquaintance. 

It would, perhaps, be hardly fair to these copper- 
coloured ladies to judge entirely from their appear¬ 
ance, but, from what I could learn, it did not belie 
them, except, of course, as regards their friendship 
• for the bottle, drunkenness being a vice wliich is not 
prevalent, though the, ‘Btrictness Avith respect to 
intoxicating liquors, aifemarkablc amongst the Hin¬ 
doos of the plains, is no means observable among 
the hill tribes. 

The dress of the men consists of a short coat, not 
unlike a shooting-coat, reaching about half-way to the 
knees, and composed of a coarse cotton fabric manu- 
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facturcd in the countiy, from a tree which is a 
native of some of the lower valleys, but which I did 
not see in the valley of Katmandu. 

In the colder months they wcai- home-spun woollen 
clothes. The dress of the women differs little from 
that of the men, except that the coat is longer, re¬ 
sembling a dressing-gown, and a sort of bodice is 
generally worn beneatli it; a white sliawl wrapped 
round tlie waist completes one of the most ungracelul 
<;ostumes imaginable. All the men and some of the 
women arc aimed with the kukri, a heavy-bladed 
weajwn or knife of singular shape. But lest this be 
too unprepossessing a picture pf the- Newars, or 
aborigines of Ncpaul (for the Ghorkas are a superior 
and very different<race), I should remark that I had 
no opportunity of seeing any of tlie females of the 
liiglier orders of cither nation. The Ghorkas, being, 
for the most part, bigoted Hindoos, are prevented 
by their religion from allowing the women to appetir 
in public. The Newars, not fettered by any such 
restraint, can now boast very few noble families; the 
ancient grandees of the Newar dynasty are extir¬ 
pated, with the exception of one or two of the old 
aristocracy, who are in the last stage of decay. I, 
cannot agree with Colonel Kirkpatrick (who wrote 
an account of his visit to Ncpaul in 1803) in tliink- 
ing that, “ though the Newais have round and rather 
flat faces, small eyes, and low spreading noses, they 
beau no resemblance to Chinese features;” on the 
calS^ry, I was much struck with the great similarity 
the mass of the lower orders to the Chinese. Their 
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imperturbable good humour and unaffected simplicity 
as plainly proved them a hill race, as did tlieir pic¬ 
turesque dwellings and sturdy limbs. Altogether 
this class of the inhabitants of Nepaul arc a cheerful, 
liappy nice, for whom one coxdd Icel a soit ol’ affec¬ 
tion after becoming reconciled to their appearance; 
but a woman is certainly not fascinating when wliat 
ought to be nose is nothing but cheek with two 
holes in it, and wliat ought to be neck is almost 
body as well. If people have protuberances in wrong 
places, it of course requires a little time for the eye 
to become accustomed to thorn. It may be that a 
goitre is a beauty in the eyes of many a young 
Ncpaulcsc swain. It matters little, however, to a • 
young Newar bride Vhether her ihusband admires 
her or not, lor she is at. liberty to claim a divorce 
whenever she pleases, and, if her second choice be 
not of lower caste tlian herself, she .may leave him at 
pleasure and return to her original spouse, resuming 
the charge of any family she may have had by him. 

The Ghorkas are the conquerors of Nepaiil, and 
now compose the army; they have grants of land 
called jaghires, on which thxy live when not actually 
on service. They are a liandsome and independent 
race, priding themselves upon not being able to do 
anything but fight; and in their free and sometimes 
noble carriage often ipeminded me of tlie Tyrolese. 

Besides the Qh(|||fc|fe and Newars there arc two or- 
three other tribcs,Taeh consisting of but a limited 
number, and possessing no peculiar distinguishing 
marks, except the differences to be found in their 
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religious opinions, .wliicli are generally a mixture of 
the Bhuddist and Hindoo creeds. 

But to return to tlio temple of Pusputnatli. This 
celebrated edifice is said to have been erecte-d by Pus- 
soopush Dcoth, the fourth prince of the Soorijbun- 
see dynasty; and so sacred is the temple considered, 
that a pilgrimage to its shrines is held to be more 
meritorious than any other act that can be performed 
by a Hindoo. As the massive folding-doors opetied be¬ 
fore us, the view of the court-yard was certainly more 
striking than anything I had yet seen of the sort. 
Immediately opposite the handsome gateway, and 
.situated in the centre of the court-yard, was the 
temple, roofed witli lead, wlule the edges were orna¬ 
mented with a profusion of gold leaf. Beside the 
large doors of massive' silver were finely carved 
windows, covered in all directions with devices in 
the same precious metal. 

Four sculptured Hons guarded the double flight of 
steps, wliile at the bottom of the principal flight was 
a large figure of a kneeling bull (nanda), executed in 
copper, and superbly gilt. The rest of the court-yard 
was filled ^th images and shrines of various descrip¬ 
tions ; a kneeling figure of Siva, a huge bell, more 
Hons, and other sacred objects being studded through¬ 
out it in odd confusion. After looking at the varied 
and somewhat brilliant objects about us, our attention 
was directed to the roof of the temple, and certainly 
the transition from the sublime io'thc ridiculous was 
exStraordinary. . Pots, pans, old kukris, dusty-looking 
ttofisical instruments, goods and chattels of all de- 
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scriptiwis, such as one might imagine ■would form 
the contents of a Nepaulcse pawnbroker’s shop, if 
there is any such establishment here, were wedged 
together indiscriminately beneath the projectmg rcx)f 
of the pagoda, for of tl^at Chinese lorrn was this 
much venerated Hindoo temple. This mass of in¬ 
congruous wares, as far as I could loam, was com¬ 
posed of the unclaimed goods of pious worshippers, 
persons dying without known heirs, and certainly, to 
judge from their appearance, the heirs did not lose 
mucli by not estiiblisliing their claims. 

\Vc ascended the hill, iimnediately under which 
the temple is situated, and were charmed with the 
lovely prospect which it commanded. On the left, 
and clothing with its brilliant colours a gentle slope, 
was the grove sacred to Siva, divided by the equally 
sacred Bhagmutty from the temple we had just 
visited, and into which iVe now looked down. The 
Bhagmutty was crossed by two narrow Cliineso-look- 
looking bridges, resembling those we have such 
frequent opportunities of admiring on the ■willow- 
pattern plates. It is at this sacred spot that devout 
Hindoos wish to die ■with their leet in the water. 
Here it is that the bodies of the great are burnt; 
Martibar Singh was reduced to ashes at the end of 
the bridge, and sotwas the Ranee not three months 
before my visit, telpher with two ^vourite female 
slaves, whose she did not ■wish to relinquish. 

Beyond this%itieresting foreground stretch^ the 
luxuriant valley, its gentle slopes and eminences 
terraced to their summits, which were often crowned 



78 


JOURNEY TO KATMANPU. 


Chap. VII. 


by soiiio.old fortified Ncwar town: tlic ttiryaces, tinged 
witli tbe brilliant green of the young crops, rose one 
above another to the base of the walls, while bwieatli 
the Bhagmutty wound its tortuous (lourse to the 
romantic gorge in the inopntains, through which it 
leaves this favoured valley to traverse lazily the un¬ 
interesting ])lains of upjrer India. 

A peak of the gigantic Hirriillch, bursting through 
thc! bank of clouds which had hitherto obscured it, 
reared its snow-capped summit litr up towards the 
.skies, and (completed tliis noble pros 2 )cet. 

Crossing the river, we proceedc-d to visit the 
temple sacred to BIkxkI, thc resort of the numeroas 
tribes of llho()tlya.s, or inhabitante ol’ the high]and.s 
of 'riiibe.t and Chinese Tartary, who perform annual 
pilgrimages hither in thc wintt'r, but are. obliged to 
return to their homes early in the spring, b<;ing 
unable U) endure the heat of a Nepaulese summer. 

This remarkable building was visible some time 
before we reached it, and is of thc form peculiar to 
BhuddivSt places of worship in other parts of thc 
world, but more particularly in Anuradhupwra and 
the ancient cities of Ceylon, thc iniins of which bear 
testimony to thc cxi.stence of larger Dagobas than 
that Ixdbrc wliich thc followers of thc Bhuddi.st faith 
worship in the valley of Katmandu. 

The pyramijlal .summit was gorgeously gilt, and 
terminated in a huge bell adorned in the same glit- 
tcripg manner, producing a brilliant cftect as it 

f Hitly reflected the rays of the noonday sun. 
e massive stone platform on which thc Dagoba 
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Stood was ^s<iuare; the ascent to it on each side Avas 
by a broad flight of steps, but, on the lower part of 
the pyi-.itnid, staring Chinesc-lcwking eyes, painted 
in l)rilliant colours, detracted considerably from tin; 
impo.sing effect whicli a massive pile of stone and 
brick, not less than 120 feet liigh, would otherwise 
liavc j)roduccd. 

Wc rode round it in a sort of court-jard, enclo.sed 
by small two-storied houses, whicli w^rc A'cry filthy, 
and out of Avhich emerged men, Avomon, and chil- 
drem, very filthy also ; we were soon (mcotnpassed 
by a crowd of the most disreputable, dissolutii-looking 
wretches imaginable. The women Avere dressed in 
thick AV(H>llen gowns, Avhich had once been red, and 
reae.hcd a little below the knee; these Avere kxisely 
fastened round the waist, remaining open or closed 
above as the case might be. The children, notwith¬ 
standing the inclement temperature, were in the 
cool and airy costume common to the n'sing genera¬ 
tion in the East. The men were dressed exactly 
like the women.; their matted hair and beard, flat 
noses, and wide eyes, generally bloodshot, giving 
them a disgusting appcara»ce. Both sexes wore a 
sort of AvooUen gaitei, op^ at the calf, the protrud¬ 
ing muscle of which looted'as if nothing could have 
confined it; their shoejipM far as the dust would 
allow me to see, were^ iKe same material. They 
seemed good-naturd®!(tefl' inoffcnsi\’e, but arc not 
free from the vice 0 ? drunkenness; they consume 
quantities of tea prepared with rancid lard. 

Had I been asked to determine the origin of this 
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race, I should have pronouneed it to be a mixture of 
Naples lazzaroni with the semu of an Irish regi¬ 
ment. The ruddy complexions of some of the wo¬ 
men, and tlie swarthy look of many of the men, 
might fairly warrant such a conclusion. They were 
so importunate and offensive as they pressed round 
me that I hurried over ray sketch of the temple, and 
made my cs^pc from them, not, however, without 
once more loojcing round with interest on the crowd 
of beings whose distant liabitations were ujxai the 
northern slope of the Himalayan chain, hitherto un- 
visited by any Emopcan, except Dr. Hooker, and 
consequently almost totally unknown. 

I quite envied them the journey they were about 
to undertake, which would occupy them three 
weeks; the large droves of sheep by whicli they arc 
always accompanied carried their limited worldly 
possessions, together with the various tokens of civil¬ 
ization wliicli they had procured in the (to them) 
highly civilized coimtry they were now visiting, and 
on which no doubt their Bhootan friends would look 
with no little awe and wonderment. 

This wandering and singular race do not visit 
Nepaul solely to worship at the temple of Bhood, 
but have an eye to business as well as religion. I 
shall have occasion by and by to speak of the nume¬ 
rous articles which they import into Nepaul, on the 
backs of sheep, over ihe rocky passes which lead 
Aom the cold region they inhabit. 

On our way from the temple of Bhood, which, by 
the by, had just been furbished up and white- 
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washed by a great man from H’Lassa, an emissary 
of the Gjand Lama’s, we passed through the town of 
Katmandu, which was entered by a massive gate¬ 
way, the city being surrounded by a wall. Long 
narrow streets, vCiy fair^ paved, lead in all direc¬ 
tions ; the houses arc not so high as those of Benares 
or Cairo, the streets arc broader, and some of them 
would admit of the passage of a carriage. They arc 
all well drained and comparatively clean, contrast¬ 
ing most favourably in that re.spect with any other 
Oriental town I have ever seen. The streets were 
lilled with foot-passengers, in bright and variegated 
costmiies, passing busily on, or stopping to make pur¬ 
chases at tire .shops, which were on the ground-floor, 
with the whole front open, and the mercliant sitting 
in the midst of his wares. The next storji is inha¬ 
bited, I bclteve, by his family; but I did not gain 
an entrance into any of the common houses. The 
outside front generally presented a mass of wood 
curving, each small window surrounded by a border 
two or three feet broad, while under the caves of the 
house projected the singular balcony I have already 
described. 

The great square, in which is situated the Durbar, 
or palace of the King, presented in itself almost all 
the 'characteristic features of a Nepaul town. As it 
suddenly burst upon us on tumufe the comer of the 
long street leading from the city-gate, the view was 
in eveiy respect most striking. This square, or 
court, is well paved, and contains the Chinese 
pagoda, composed entirely of wood, from which it is 

o 
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said the town derives its niimc. Its three or four 
roofs, glittering one above anotlicr, are supported by 
grotesque representations of unknown deities, and 
figures of all size.s and*colonr.s, not always of the 
most proper desciiptiou. Tint whole fimned a mass 
of green, gold leaf, iuid vermilion ; and rvas guarded 
by a sentry, wlio, in order to be in keeping with his 
cliargc, jvore a long flowing gnvu of brigltt i;olours, 
reaching to his ankles, and marelied baekwarU.s and 
forwards at the top of a long flight of step.s. A 
couple of well-carved lions, in grty .sandstone, 
guarded the lower steps as efficiently as lie did the 
upper ones. There were at least four pagoda.s, 
painted in like way, and guarded in like naumer, in 
the great square of Katmandu. I'he guard-house 
contained, a large stand if ai ins of antique construc¬ 
tion. There was also the Durbar, the residence of 
the Kajah, a straggling building, ahno.st European 
in its style, and gaudy euimgh U.i please even the 
late King of Bavaria; close to it was a huge tie- 
formed image of Siva, sitting in an uncomlbrtahle 
posture on a square stone, violently gesticulating 
with her fourteen arms, perhap.s at a party of here¬ 
tical Bhootyas who were passing tranquilly by, lead¬ 
ing along their sheep, decidedly the cleanest and 
most respectable-looking members of the group. 
Beyond, high and gloomy houses almost touched, 
their, wtxxlen fringes creaking responsively to one 
another across tire narrow streets, while the owners 
of tte cobwebby tenements, peeping out of the nar- 
row^windows in their balconies, made their remarks 
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upon the Htrangors in not much more melodious tones; 
i)i an old court-yard a little way above, was visible 
an unwieldy rhinoceros, placidly contemplating a 
Inmdh^ of grass, I’rom which it had satisfied its 
hunger, in liapijy ignoruJ^ce that its file is dependent 
on that ol th(! Ihijali, Hn' in Nepaul it is a rule that 
the death oj'one gr'',u animal should be immediately 
I'ollowed by that ol'anoliier, and, when a Kajah dies, 
a rliin ros is ll/ilhwith killed to keep him com¬ 
pany. As Ik' stood tetla rcd almost under the palace 
windows, vv( thought him sit once a fitting moral 
and a oliaraci- ■istic background to this novel and in- 
'.ciesting jucture. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Tile temple of Sumboonath —View fimn the pl.itfoim of the temple 
— The valley of Nep.Hil and its lesounes — Tiaditioii le'.jjettiiiir 
it — Entranee of the I’nme Miaistei into Katmandu — The two 
kings — A biiUunt leeeption. 

Tiif. temple of Sumboonath, which we next visited, 
is situated on the summit of a woody eminence; 
it is approached by a long flight of steps, the trouble 
of ascending whicli is amply coinpen.stttcd by the 
lovely view which the platform of the temple com¬ 
mands, as well as by an inspection of tire curious 
construction of the building itself. 

Sumboonath is looked upon as one of the oldest 
temples in Nepaul, and was erected, according to 
Kirkpatrick, when Nepaul was ruled by a race of 
Thibetians; its possession was at one time claimed 
by the Dalai Lama, or Sovereign Pontiff of H’Lassa, 
but he has since been obliged to abandon the claim. 

The Dagoba resembles the temple of Bhood, but 
is only about half its size; the spire is covered with 
plates of copper, gilt. It is surrounded by pagodas, 
as well as hujnerous more modem shrines of a bastard 
Hindoo class, to which Bhootyas and Bhamas, a tribe 
of Newars, resort in great numbers. Occasionally the 
Ghorkas visit these shrines; the thunderbolt of Indra, 
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■vvliich i.s hero exhibited, being, I suppose, tlie object 
of attraction to them, as they pride themselves on 
being orthodox Hindoos. 

This collection of temples is surrounded by 
rickety old houses, inhabited by Bhootyas and priests. 
All around small imageirsit upon wet stones, holding 
in their hands everhusting tapers, and look out of 
their niches upon the dirty -worshippers who smother 
them-with laded flowers. Turning our backs^upon 
tliese little divinities, we obtained the first panoramic 
view we had yet had of the valley and city of Kat¬ 
mandu. 

The valley is of an oval shape; its circumlerenco 
is nearly 50 miles, and the hills by which it is en¬ 
closed vary from one to two thousand feet in height. 
Sheopoorie, the most lofty of these, is clothed to the 
summit with evergreen jungle, and rises abruptly 
behind the town. Behind it the fantastically shaped 
Jib Jibia shows,its craggy summit thickly powdered 
with snow, while the still loftier Gosain-Than, at a 
distance of about 30 miles, rears its eveT white and 
glittering peak to a height of 25,000 feet, ariS ,seems 
majestically to preside over this glorious scene. ’ 

The town of Katmandu, situated at the junction 
of the Bliagmutty and Bishmutty, and containing a 
population of 50,000 inhabitants, lay spi^d at 
our icet, and we could discern the passengers on the 
narrow fragile-looking bridges which span the two 
rivers, at this time containing scarcely any water. 
Innumerable temples, Bhuddist and Hindoo, and 
mixtures of both, occupied hillocks, or were situated 
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noar the sacrcd fonts or groves with which tlie valley 
abounds, and which adds much to the beauty of 
its appearance. The nimber of the edifices affords 
strong proof of the superstition of the people, and 
warrants the remark of Colonel Kii-kpal rick, who says 
that there seem to be in N^paul as many slrrincs as 
houses, and as many idols as inhabitants, 

A tradition is current in Nepaul that the valley fif 
Katmandu was at some former perio<l a lake, and it 
is difficult to say in whicli chanicter it would have 
appeared the most beautiful. The knolls, wooded 
or terraced, with romantic old Newar towns crowning 
their summits,—the five rivers of the valley winding 
amongst verdant meadows,—the banks hen' and there 
precipitous, where the soft clayey soil had yielded 
to the action of the torrent in the rains,—the 
glittering city itself,—^the narrow paved ways leading 
between high hedges of prickly pear,—^thc pagodiis 
, and temples studded in all directions, presented a 
scene as picturesque and perhaps more interesting 
than would have been afforded by the still lake cjn- 
betldcd in wild mountains, and frowned upon by 
snow-capped peaks; while the richly cultivated knolls 
in the valley formed fertile islands, the luxuriant 
vegetation of w'hich would have softened the scene 
into oee of exquisite beauty. ^ 

Whether the rich and wonderfully prolific soil of 
the valley is the alluvial deposit of this lake, I cannot 
say, but there is no doubt that, whatever may be the 
cause, the valley of Nepaul is almost unrivalled in 
its fertility, supporting as it docs in comfort and 
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plenty a population of 400,000 inhabitants, being 
300 persons to the square mile. 

There is not, 1 coneelve, any otlier mountainous 
eountry in the world that can boast of possessing so 
favoured a spot. Throughout its whole length and 
breadth, not a stone is to Ite found: it is well watered; 
its temperature is delightful, the tliermometer in 
the hottest month seldom rea.ehen.75°, in the coldest 
never- falls below 30°; it is sufficiently ^ear the 
tropies to n-joice in the presence of the warm bright 
sun even in the depth of Aviuter, while the prox¬ 
imity of the ever snow-capped “Himaleh” pre¬ 
vents the heat being too severely felt in tlie middle 
of summer. It rarely freezes in the valley, and never 
snoAvs, although the* hills around, some of which do 
not exceed 1000 lect, arc frequently powdered. 

It Ls impossible to conceive a more enjoyable 
climate, and the numerous productions of which the 
valley can boast betoken its genial influences. 

I am sorry that I caimot liom my own observation 
testify to the rich variety of its vegetable pi-oductions, 
as the time of year during Avhich I was in Ncpaul 
Avas unlaA-ourable, but many English forest-trees 
flomrish here,—amongst them, oaks, chestnuts, and 
pines ; rhododendrons also abound, and I obscrA'cd 
almost every species of English finut-tree: in the 
residency garden all the European vegetable^ arc 
raised to perfection. 

But to return from this digression on the advan¬ 
tages of soil and climate #hlch the valley possesses. 
The lovely view before us comprised in a glance 
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the grimd &nd majestic scenery of the mountains, 
witli die softer but still animating ■vdew of the 
luxuriant plain, bearing evidence of that large and 
industrious population whose habitations were so 
picturesquely grouped thi-oughout it. 

We liad not nearly satisfied our desire to gaze 
upon so much that was new and interesting, when 
we were informed jby our attendants that the astro¬ 
logers 1^ announced the auspicious inomont at 
which the Minister Sahib, or, as we must now call 
hmi, Jung Bahadoor Comaranagee, should leave 
the camp outside the city walls and make an 
imposing entry into Katmandu. 

This lucky hour was now close at hand; and as 
the entrance of the prime minister iiito the capital 
was a scene not to be lost, we hurried down to be in 
time for the ceremony of his reception. 

In a few moments we were rattling in one of the 
only carriages in Ncpaul over one of the only car¬ 
riage-roads of which it can boast, and soon reached 
the bridge, near which was pitched a spacious tent. 
On our way we passed a square lined with soldiers, 
and the streets were crowded with a motley popu¬ 
lation, such as it would be vain to endcavotu to 
describe, but wlildi increased in density as we 
approached the centre of attraction, near which we 
were obliged to leave the carriage, and were con¬ 
ducted between rows of soldiers by various members 
of the royal household, each of us being led by the 
hand in the most affectionate manner. My con¬ 
ductor was a brother of Jung Baliadoor’s, who distia- 
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guished himself about a week after\var(is by a base 
attempt to assassinate the minister. I was uulbrtu- 
natc in my friends in otlier instances besides this: 
one old man, who had accompanied the minister to 
Europe, and was an especial ally of mine on board 
ship, was imjilicated in*tlic same vile plot agiiinst 
the life of the man towards whom he had every 
reason to feel gratitude, if such a sentiment is known 
amongst Orientals. Poor old Kurbeer Kutrie a 
venerable-looking dignified old man, bigoted tb %n 
excess, and thoroughly disgusted with his trip to the 
land of the beef-eaters, though he could not but admit 
diat what he saw was wonderful The ignominious 
punishment which was inflicted upon him for his 
share in the conspir&cy, and by which he lost caste, 
was doubtless more severely felt by him than death 
would have been. Not that it signifies in the least 
in Nepaul whether a man is a fratricide or prefers 
making away with more distant relatives. If you 
do not as.sociatc with assassins, you must give up the 
pleasures of Nepaul society. Among the natives 
assassination is not looked upon as a crime, but as^ 
a matter of course; the minister, however, with 
those of his suite who accompanied him on his 
recent mission, have bbeome more enlightened in 
this respect, and have fmmd to their astonishment 
that indiscriminate murder is not the usual mode 
adopted in the civilized world for bringing about 
political changes or accomplishing private end^ 
Jung Bahadoor, no doubt, now wishes that more 
of the Durbar had made the same trip, and profited 
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by it in like manner, since the custom above alluded 
to must be higlily inconvenient to him, more parti¬ 
cularly since he has eight brothers, most of whom 
cast a longing eye towards the premiership; a man’s 
cliancc of filling tliis office not depending upon his 
power “ to form a ministry,” so much as upon his 
accuracy in takiirg aim and his skill in seizing any 
opportunity offered by his rival of showing his 
dexterity in a manner more personal than pleasant, 
J ung Baliadoor may well exclaim, “ Save me from 
my brothers!” Already has one of them attcmjJtcd 
Ins life; but the Minister has learned mercy in 
England, and, to'^ tlie astonislnnent of every one, 
Budreenath Sing and his fellow conspirators arc 
only banished: for life. It is ssJid that the minister 
resisted all the representations of his friends iis to 
the propriety of executing the conspirators by the 
argument of “ Wloat would the ‘Times’ say?”— 
which must have appeared tfj the majority of the 
members of the Ncpaul Durbar to be a very extra¬ 
ordinary reason for leniency. 

Bmn Bahadoor had acted as prime minister 
during the absence of his brother in England, and 
laid just learnt to value the possession of power 
when the return of the minister put an end to his 
short-lived greatness, and he would have sunk at 
once into comparative Insignificance, had not Jung, 
who , knew enough of human nature to guess the 
sentAents of a man in such a position, judiciously 
gilded the pill by making him Commander-in-Chief 
of the Forces. 
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Grasping the friendly liand of my <'OJiductor, in 
happy ignorance of his fratricidal intentions,,! 
lidlowcd immediately behind the Mini.stcr, whose 
return te Nopaul, after he had encountenSd die perils 
of land and sea, and paid a visit to the Queen of the 
greatest country in the Vorld, not even excepting 
China, was a matter of so much importonce, that the 
Ilajah himself came from his palace to tlie spot where 
we wiTO now assembled, to meet one who hfid been 
liivonred with an interview with so mighty a mon¬ 
arch, and who had in his possession the letter from 
her majesty of England to his majesty of Nepaul. 
We were, therefore, prepared to sec , the king 
seated on a divan, and arrayed in gorgeous attire ; 
but who the old gen'fleman was who was sitting rvith 
most perfect sang froid next liiwi on his elevated 
seat, I was at a loss to conceive. Whoever he was, 
he seemed most perfectly at home, and I found on 
incpiiry it was natural he should be so, for the old 
man was sitting on his own throne, which had been 
usurped by his son, he having been dethroned on the 
score of imbecility. Such being the case, why he 
was allowed to occupy the place he did w'as inex¬ 
plicable, unless it were to prove that he really 
was unfit to .sit upon the throne alone, since he was 
content to share it upon grand occasions with his son, 
whenever this latter precocious young gentleman, 
who was, it w^v the representative of “ Young 
Nepaul,” chose to give his venerable father a treat. 

But it would be useless to speculate on cause 
of this proceeding, since it it imjiossible ever to 




92 JOUENEY TO KATMANDU. Chap. VUl'. 

imdcrstand, and hopeless to attempt to discover, the 
motives or secret springs which actuate a native 
Durbar; and no doubt Jung himself, who is tlie real 
manager of everything, liad some good reason for the 
present double occupancy of the tlirone. It struck 
me that it would answer *one purpose at any rate: 
it would show the people that the young king looked 
as imbecile as the old one, while his countenance 
was far less prepossessing, as he seemed only to have 
just sense enough to be able to gratify the brutal and 
sensual passions to which he is a prey; whether the 
stories of wholesale executions of slaves taking place 
in his corjrt-yard merely for his amusement arc true 
or not, I cannot say, but he looked capable of any 
wickedness, and, though not niore than twenty-two 
or twenty-three years old, had already rivalled the 
atrocities of Nero. His cotmtcnance was not unlike 
those depicted on the walls of Indian towns, with 
the same large staring eyes, thin twisted moustache, 
sensual lips, and thick bull neck. His dress was 
handsome, and his jewels were magnificent; but 
in dress, in carriage, and in dignity of manner, 
tlie prime minister was unquestionably the most 
distinguished-looking man in Durbar. He wore a 
magnificent robe of wMte silk embroidered with 
gold, and tight pantaloons of rich brocade, which 
set off his slim figure to advantage; his turban was 
a mass of sparkling diamonds, and his whole person 
seemed loaded with jewels. His sturdy body-guard, 
all armed with double-barrelled rifles, stood close 
beliind his chair, tftid were the only soldiers in 




amp. vni. A BRILLIAXT RECEPTTOJf. 93 

the tent; the nonchalant way in which he addressed 
the rajah, with folded anns and unbended knee, be¬ 
tokened the unbounded pofrer he possesses in the 
state. Perhaps it is not very politic in him to 
arrogate so ftiuch to himself in a land where every 
man’s hand is against hiin, in proportion as he is 
feared by every one from his ma-jesty downwards. 

On each side of the tent stood a row of grandees 
of the ’realm, amongst whom the eight brothers of 
Jung Bahadoor held conspicuous places, while kasies 
and sirdars continued the line, until they were lost 
in the crowd of minor officers. 

Tlie blaze of jewels, and the glitter of gold and 
silver, were calculated to strike an European specta¬ 
tor with astonishmerft, and he might well be startled 
at so magnificent a display in a highland court. 

I observed a few English and French uniforms, 
covered with a great deal more of gold and silver lace 
than they were entitled to; aU which gaudy array 
was the more striking to me when I remembered 
that T had on a plaid shooting-coat and felt 
liat. I had no opportunity of explaining to his 
majesty that plaid shooting-coats and felt hats are 
the court costume in England, but no doubt he 
thought it all correct. It is, moreover, the pre¬ 
rogative of Englishmen to sit in the presence of 
Orient^ potentates with their hats on, which pre- 
vcnte(isjny secreting my shabby old wide-awake as 
I had intended. 

As I sat next but one to the minister, I was under 
the immediate protection of the rifles and pistols. 
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which latter implements protruded in a most h)!-- 
midable manner from the belts of the body-guaid. 
As various Ncpaulese hSbles of doubtful politics sat 
in front of his Excellency, he felt these gentlemcn- 
at-arms^ were peculiarly valuable addftions to his 
rctimic, as being ready to act either on the offensive 
or dcfen.sive at a moment’s notice. Everything, 
however, went off with the most perfect harm('ny ; 
a ffiw compliments were exchanged between himself 
and his sovereign, and tlie meeting broke up after 
the usual ceremony of giving and receiving pawn. 
This (iousisted in the presentation by both the kings, 
to every stranger present, of a small pyramidal 
packet of leaves, wliich, when opened by the fa¬ 
voured recipient, was found to contain a few other 
leaves, stuck together by slimy substances, of un¬ 
pleasant appearance and aromatic odour. Fortu¬ 
nately, you were not compelled to partake of this in 
the presence of the royal donor, and means were 
found to dispose of it slily on leaving his majesty’s 
audience-chamber. 

As we were driving back to the Residency, it 
struck me that the history of a man who, at so 
early an age, had raised himself fi-om being an ensign 
in the army to the powerful position which the grand 
display at his reception had just proved him to hold 
in his own country, would be interesting, if it were 
possible to gain any information on the subject that 
could be relied upon. I therefore determined to 
collect the best that it was in my power to obtain; 
and the following particulars, gathered partly from 
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liiitisell; iind partly from one who has liad many 
opportunities of becoming acquainted with his 
history, form, I believe, a trustworthy account of a 
career which, from its tragic nature, is invested 
with a thrilling interest, while it faitlifidly por¬ 
trays the eventful changes usually attending the 
life of an Oriental statesman. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Sketch of the career of His Excellency General Junj^ Bahadoor, Piinic 
Miuibter of Nepaul. 


It Avill be necessary before commencing an aeconnt 
ol' tbe career of Jung Bahadoor to describe the slate 
in uhich the political affairs of Nepaul were when 
his ambition and daring prompted liim to play so 
important a part in its government. Cool, courageous, 
and an adept in all arts of intrigue, he possessed 
every qrialification necessary to render a man suc¬ 
cessful in tlic East, where mitivc courts arc incessantly 
tom asunder by rival factions, and scenes of violence 
and bloodshed arc the result of plots and counter¬ 
plot®, as each party becomes for the time predominant, 
and its leading man assumes the office of premier, 
to be soon after dcj)rived of his short-lived greatness 
by a successful conspiracy of the opposing party. 
These in their turn share the same fate^ the King 
and country remaining passive spectators of the 
stmggles between the opposing factions. They are 
indeed uninteresting to the King, for he is only too 
delighted to gei^any one to take the cares of govern¬ 
ment off his slidnlders, and considers his prerogative 
to consist in emoying himself as much as possible. 
They are equally uninteresting to the country, for 
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tliesc vidlcnt dissensions do not arise upon questions 
ol' policy, in any way alli'cting its government. 
Ministerial explanations are never asked for nor given 
in the East. The power of the prime minister is 
absolute till he is shot, when it becomes unnt^essary 
to (juestion the ex])cdicncy of his mcasurqs, and tlic 
])eup]c are only interested to this extent, tliat, gene¬ 
rally speaking, the longer a premier can inaintain 
his position, by so much is their prospesrity increased. 

'I'lie two rival fictions in Nep.'iul were the Pandecs 
and Tliapas, and in the early part of this century 
the reins of government w'ore held by one of the 
most enlightened men that ever attained to the po¬ 
sition of prime minister. Bheem Hingh Thapa has 
left behind him numerous monuments of his greatness, 
calculating, like hlapolcon, that his fame woulil last 
at least as long as they did. For an unusual number of 
years did this able minister retain the management 
of alfairs. lie was ultunately placed in confinement, 
on the charge of being accessory to the murder of 
the KajiJi’s children by poison. His enemies re¬ 
sorted to an ingenious, though enrol device, to rid 
themselves altogether of so dreaded a rival. Know¬ 
ing his high spirit and keen sense of honour, they 
spread the report that the sanctity of his Zenana had 
been violated by the soldiery, which .so exasjrerated 
him that he committed suicide, and was found in his 
cell with his throat cut from car to car; this occurred 
in the year 1839. His property was of course con¬ 
fiscated, and the greater part of Iris family banished. 
His successor, Kam Singh Pandee, did not long enjoy 

n 
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his ill-gotten power, for, having been discovered 
intriguing against the British with the ministers of 
other native courts, he was removed at the represen¬ 
tations of our government. Mahtabar Singh, a nephew 
of the former prime minister, Bhcem Singh Tliapa, 
had meantime ingratiated' himself with the Bancc 
(Queen), and through her influence succeeded in 
getting himself appointed to the vacant post of pre¬ 
mier—^when, as was to be expected, his first act was 
to decapitate his predecessor, and as many of the 
Pandee’s family as possible. 

The brother of Mahtabar Singh was a hazi, com¬ 
manding a portion of the army stationed on the north¬ 
west frontier of Ncpaul, and the second of his eight 
sons was Jung Bahadoor, then a subadar, or ensign. 
The independent spirit which the young man liad 
manifested from a boy led hun into Irequent scrapes 
with the old kozi, and he used to escape the punish¬ 
ments which they entailed by absconding altogether, 
and remaining absent until he tliought his lather’s 
wrath had subsided, or until, as was oftener the case, 
Iris own resources were expended. These, however, 
he usually fojmd means to replenisli by his expert¬ 
ness at all games of clrance witli cards and dice, and 
early in life he became an accomplished gambler. 
He was moreover a great favourite amongst the 
soldiers, as well from his readiness to join them in 
any wild scheme, as from his skill in all manly exer¬ 
cises and accomplishments. At last the young officer. 
Impatient of being under connnand, decided upon a 
bolder step than a mere temporary absence without 
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leave, and thinking, no doubt, that it was a duty 
lie owed to society to improve himself as much as 
possible by seeing the world, he walked acro.ss the 
Nepaul frontier into Upper India, and profitably em 
ployed his |ime by turning his powers of observation 
to account, thereby gainmg considerable.insight into 
the mode of government and resources of our Indian 
possessions. 

After a time his own resources became so greatly 
diminished that he was obliged to return, trusting 
to his powers of a(;ting the repentant prodigal tc 
avert the torrent of his lather’s wrath. The bread 
of discipline which he had committed was as readily 
overlooked in Nepaul as it would have been in othei 
more civilised countries, when the offender has gooe 
interest to back him ; and promotion to the commanc 
of a company was given him as the reward of hi; 
services while ensign. About tliis period Jung Ba 
hadoor received the intelligence of the advancemen 
of Ids uncle, Mahtabar Single, to the ofiice of primt 
minister. So fine a chance lor an adventurous spiri 
to push his fortune at court was not to be lost, anf 
once more bidding adieu to the dull out-station a 
which he was posted, to the constraint of disciplim 
and to the grumblings of the old martinet, his fathei 
he followed the example of many great men befor 
him, and betook himself to the capital, thinking i 
the only place in which his talents could be appre 
ciat<?d. Here he possessed ||Mucnt opportunities c 
displaying that aptitude foMprigue to which h 
mainly owes his present position, coupled as it wf 

R 2 
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with a daring that hesitated not at the performance 
of any act which his keen perception and subtle un¬ 
derstanding pointed out as necessary for the advance¬ 
ment of liis own interests. J ung sixin alter accom¬ 
panied a secret mission to., Benares, t§ meet one 
from the ncrtli-wUSt, with tin? view of organising a 
war against the British. The vigilance of our au¬ 
thorities, however, discovered the existence of this 
conspiracy, and .lung, together with his compatriots, 
was ignotniniously taken back to his own frontier, 
and there liberated. On his return to the capital 
he led much the same lilc as belln-e, dabbling not a 
little in politics ; and the ambitious views which now 
began to actuate him rendered him obnoxious to 
the young prince, then a mere boy of eighteen, 
who, nevertheless, seemed to share with his lather a 
portion of the exccuti\ e. Indeed it was difficult to 
say in whom the sovereign authority rested ; liir the 
Banec, or wile of the old King, had, with the assistance 
of Mahtiibar Singh, the prime minister, gained a 
great inlluencc over the mind of the monarch, who 
seems to have become nearly imbecile. 

It was perhaps the near relationship of Jung to 
the Prime Minister that brought upon liim the ill- 
will of the Prince, who treated him with the mo.st 
unmitigtitcd animosity, and used every means in his 
power surreptitiously to destroy him. On one occa¬ 
sion he ordered him to cross a flooded mountaiin 
ton'cnt on horscback|#nd when he had reached the 
middle of the ciut^R which was so furiously rapid 
that liis horse could with difficulty keep his footing, the 
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yoimg Prince suddenly called liim back* hoping that, 
in tlie act of turning, tire Ibrcc of the stream would 
ovci-powcr both horse and rider. Tliis danger Jung 
c^ped, owing to his great nerve and presence o 
mind. In relating this anecdote lie seemed to thin! 
that Iris life had been ift more ynmineut peril thai 
on any other occasion ; thougli the folloAving stnicl 
me as being a much more hazardous exploit. Afte 
the affair of the torrent the Prince was no longer a 
any pains to conceal liis designs upon the life of thi 
young adventurer, and tliat Hie being of no parti 
cular value to any one but Jung liimself, it rvas ; 
matter of perfect indifference to anybody and every 
body whether the Prince amused liimself by sacri 
fieing Jung to his* own dislikes or not. It is by n 
means an uncommon mode of execution in Nepav 
to throw the unfortunate victun down a well: Jun 
liad often thought that it was entirely the fault < 
the afiircsaid victim if he did not come up agai 
alive and unliurt. In order to prove the matti 
satisfactorily, and also be prepared fin' any case < 
future emergency, lie practised the art of jumpin 
down wells, and finally perfected himself therei; 
When, therefore, he heard that it was the intentic 
of the Prince to throw hun doAvn a well, he Avas in i 
way dismayed, and only made one kst request, in 
very desponding tone, wliich was, tliat an cxceptii 
might be made in his favour as regarded the beii 
cast down, and that he might be permitted to thre 
himself down. This Avas so reasonable a request th 
it was at once grunted; and, surrounded by a lar 
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concourse of people—the Prince himself being pre¬ 
sent by way of a morning’s recreation—Jung j-epaired 
to the well, where, divesting himself of all super¬ 
fluous articles of clothing, and looking very much'as 
if he were bidding adieu for ever to the happy valley 
of Ncpml, he crossed hi.s legs, and, jumping boldly 
down, was lost to the view ol’ the prince and nobles, 
a dull splash alone testifying to his arrival at the 
bottorti. Fortunately for Jung there was plenty of 
water—a fact of which most probably he was well 
aware—^and there were, moreover, many chinks and 
crannies in the porous stone of which the well was 
built; so, having learnt his lesson, .Jung clung dex- 
]Bnat»jy to the side of the well until midnight, when 
his friends, who had been previously apprized of the 
part they were to perform, came and rescued him 
from his rmcomlbrtablc position, and secreted him 
until alfeirs took such a turn as rendered it safe lor 
Jung Bahadoor to resuscitate himsclll Such was the 
adventure of the well, which, marvellous as it may 
appear, was gi-avely related to me by his Excel¬ 
lency, who would have been very much scandalised 
if I had doubted it, which of course I did not. 

While in a story-telling mood, I may as well relate 
an account that was given me of the manner in 
which Jung distinguished himself on one occasion 
with a musk elephant. The story is interesting, as 
it was by such during feats that he Won for himself 
the reputation dPheing the most undaunted sports¬ 
man in Nepaul,' ■ The elephant in question had been 
for some time' tte terror of the neighbourhood, nor 
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was any one found hardy enough to ‘atteinjjt the 
capture of the rabid monster. At last, so notorious 
became his dcstniction of life and property that 
Jung lieard of it, and at once determuied to 
encounter him. The animal was in the habit of 
jjassing along the narrow street of a village in the 
com’so (jf liis nocturnal depredations. C)ne night 
Jung posted himself on the roof of a low outhouse, 
and, as the huge bnite walked under the roof, made 
a vigorrms leap, wbich 4anded him on the m^ck of 
tlu! elojjhant, and, in spite of all the clforts of the 
infuriated animal, therc he maintained his position 
until he succ!eedod in blindfolding him with a cloth, 
and in securing him to a tree, amidst the shouts of 
the populace. Les*t this story should seem too im¬ 
probable to be cr(?dited, it may 1x3 reiuui-ked that a 
musk elephant is often, as was the case in this in- 
stance, a tame one, which at a particidar seasoi 
becomes rabid, and, breaking loose, is the terror o 
the neighbinnhood until rccaptured. 

During this eventful period in Jung Bahadoor’ 
life, his uncle, Mahtabar Singh, continued to admi 
nister the affairs of government with toh3rable sue 
cess; but the Itaiuse, to whom he was beholden fo 
the jjosition he occupied, turned the influence sh 
had thus obtained over him to a bad account, am 
tills gallant soldier and jxipular minister ultimate! 
became distrusted and feared by his own friend: 
wi|h whom the lianee was no favourite. This ui 
principled woman ill repaid the devotion of h« 
minister, for, on his refusing to comply with h< 
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recjucst tliat he should put to dtiath some of lier per¬ 
sonal enemies, she became at once Ids implacable 
t(>c, and ruthlessly resolved upon the dcstiuction of 
her hithcTto devoted ally. Thus Mahtabar Singh 
Ibtmd Idmseir alienated irom and distrusted by his 
own faction, while ho was aband(jncd by his former 
patroness, lor whos(! favour he laid saciiliced their 
adherence. The llancc did not hesitate to apply to 
this very party lim a.s.si.stanc-e in the lurthoraiico of 
her nefarious design, and #he prime minister Ava.s 
doomed to fall a victim to his own indecision by the 
liands of his lavourite nephew. 

One night, about eleven o’clock, a messengis’ 
came from the palace to inform him that his services 
were required by their Majc.stics—fi)r the Queen had 
always kept up a semblance of friendship with him. 
Without the slightest suspicion he repaired to the 
palace, but scarcely had he ascended the great stair¬ 
case, and was entering the room in which ibeir 
Majesties were seated, when the rejwrt of a pistol 
rung tlnvmgh tlic room ; the fatal bullet pierced the 
heart of the gallant old man, who staggered firward, 
and fell at the feet of the wretched woman who had 
been the instigator of the cruel murder. 

It is difficult to say what were the motives that 
prompted Jung Bahad(X)r to the perpetration of this 
detestable act, of which he always speaks now in 
terms of the deepest regret, but asserts that it was 
anjiaot of necessity, from which there was, no 
djttfcping. The plea which he invariably uses when 
lihferring to the catastrophe is, that either his life 
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or Lis uncle’s must have been saciiliced, and he 
naturally ju'eferred tliat it should be the latter. 
However that may be, the immediate elFect was, the 
liu’ination of a new ministry, in ■which dun" held 
olfice in the capacity of commandcr-in-chicf. The 
premier, Guggun Singh,*was associated, with two 
colleagues. A year laid hardly elapsed before Gug- 
gun Singh wa.s shot while sitting in his own nxnu. 
This occurred in the year 1846; a sirdar was taken 
up on .sus])icion ol' luivlhg committed this murder, 
and Abiman Singh, one of the jiremier’s colleagues, 
was ordered by the (juecn to put him to death; as, 
however, the Rajah would not sanction the execu¬ 
tion, Abiman Singh refused to^obey the command— 
a proceeding on }iis*purt which seems to have raised 
a suspicion in the mind of dung that he had been 
concerned in the assassination. This suspicion he 
communicated to I'utteh Jnng, the other colleague 
of the late prime minister, suggesting that Abiman 
Singh and the sirdar already in custody should be 
forthwith executed, and Futtch Jung in.stallcd as 
prime minister. I’utteh Jung, however, reluscd to 
ac-eede to so strong a measure; and Jung, who was 
not of a nature to be thwarted in his plans, deter¬ 
mined upon temporarily depriving him of his liberty, 
in order to enable him to put the design into exe¬ 
cution himself. 

He liad no sooner decided upon his line of conduct 
than he displayed the utmost resolution in carrying 
it out. On the same night, and while at the palace, 
the suspicions which Jung already entertained were 
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confirmed by his observing that Abiman Singh 
ordered his men to load. It was no time fin }ic.situ- 
tion. The two colleagues, with many of tlicir adher¬ 
ents, were assembled in the large hall, where the 
Queen, in a highly-excited state, was insisting upon 
an immediate disclosure o4 the murderer of Guggun 
Singh, who was supposed to have been her para¬ 
mour. At this moment .1 ung gave the signal for tlie 
seizure ol'Futtch Jung. The attempt was no sooner 
made than his son, Karak' Bikram Sab, imagining 
that his father’s life was at stake, rushed forward to 
save him, and seizing a kukri, had already dealt 
Bum Bahadoor a severe blow, when he was cut 
down by Bore Shunj, Shere Bahadoor, then a youth 
of sixteen or seventeen. 

Futteh Jung, vowing vengeance on the murderers 
of his son, sprang fbiward to avenge his death, and 
in another moment Bum Bahadoor, already seriously 
wounded, would have fallen at his feet, when the 
report of a rifle rung through the hall, and the 
timely bullet sped by the hand of Jung Bahadoor 
laid the gallant father by the side of his no less 
gallant son. 

Thus Jung’s coup d’etat had taken rather a dif¬ 
ferent turn from what he had intended; the die, 
however, was .cast, and eveiytliing depended upon 
his coolness and decision in the trying circumstances 
in which he was placed. Though he may have felt 
pkit his life was in most imminent peril, it is diffi¬ 
cult to conceive how any man could attain to such a 
pitch of cool desperation as to enact the scene wliich 
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closed this frightful tragedy. There still confronfed 
him fourteen of the nobles whose leader liad been 
slain before their eyes, and who thirsted lor ven¬ 
geance ; but the apjjearance at his side of that faith¬ 
ful l)ody-guard, on whose fidelity the safety of the 
minister has more than oiice depended, precluded 
tliem from seizing the murderer of their chief. It 
was but too clear to those unliappy men wliat was 
to Ixi the last act of this tragedy. Jung received the 
rifle from tlie hand of the man next him, and 
levelled it at the foremost of the little band. Four¬ 
teen times rtid tliat fatal report ring through the hall as 
one by one the rifles wore handed td*one who would 
trust no eye but his own, and at each shot another 
noble lay stretched on the ground. Abiman Singh 
alone escaped the deadly aim; he inanaged to reach 
the d(jor, but there he was cut almost in two by the 
sword of Krishn liahadoor. 

Thus, in a few moments, orf by his own hand, 
had Jung rid himk-df of thosc whom he most feip’ed. 
In that one room lay the cotpscs of the highest 
nobles of the land, slrrouded by the dense smoko 
still hanging in the confined atn^spherc, as if to 
hide the horrors of a tragedy thai^fttuld not bear the 
light of day. The massacre nUr went on in all 
parts of the building. One hundil^ and fifty sirdars 
I)erishcd on that eventful night, and the panic was 
wide-spread and general. Before day liad dawned 
Jung Bahadoor had been appointed prime .ninister 
of Nepaul, and had placed guards over the arsenal, 
treasui-y, and palace. 
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In tlic "morning the troops were dl drawn np on 
parade; before them were placed, in a ghastly hea]>, 
the bodies of their late oonmiandcrs, to whieb ,lnng 
jiointed, as ho assured the army tlrnt it would find 
in him all tliat it had ever found in them, and ))e 
consoled many of the ofucers in a great mcsisure for 
the loss they had just sustained by granting them 
immediate promotion. It seems as easy for a daring 
adventurer to gain the affections of an army in 
India as in Europe, and Jung found no difficulty in 
reconciling his Glhorkas to a change of commanders, 
and they have ever since professed the greatest 
devotion to his^^erson. 

The utmost caution was now necessary on the 
part of the new premier, who was obliged still 
to be on his guard, lest the partizaiis of those whom 
he lead massacred should succeed in organizing a 
conspiracy against his life; a sirdai' was put to desith 
simply becau.se he had a private audience with the 
Ki^. Circumstimces soon ^owed tliat Jung had 
good reason to feel the insecurity of his position. 
The two elder Princes, sons of a former Queen, had 
been for some time in confinement, and the Kance 
now attempted to induce Jung to put them to death, 
in order to secure the throne for one of her own sons. 
This he positively refused to do, and his refusal 
brought upon him the wrath of this vindictive 
woman, whose vengeance liad already been so sig¬ 
nally wreaked on his uncle by his own instrument¬ 
ality. 

He had not played so prominent a part on that 
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occasion without profiting by the les.sofi he had 
lea nit; and knowing well the character of the 
woman with whom ho had to deal, he took care to 
obtain accurate intelligence of all that transpired at 
court. 

Information soon rcachell him that a Jilot ivas 
formed against his life, and that the post of premier 
had already been promised to liis intended murderer, 
as a rewhird for so dangerous a service. Once more 
the command, which had proved so fatal to Mahtahar 
Singh, issued from the palace, desiring the inunediate 
attendance of the minister; the messenger was the 
very man at whose hand J ung was to meet his doom. 
He had scarcely delivered his treacherous message, 
when he was struck to the groimd by one of the 
attimdants of the prune minister. Jung then pro¬ 
ceeded on his way to the palace, where ho at once 
demanded of the Ifajah to be dismissed from office, or 
to be fumi.shcd rvith authority to order the destruc¬ 
tion of all the enemies of the heir-apparent. The 
King could not refuse to grant the authbrity de-' 
manded; and it was no sooner granted than Jung 
seized and beheaded all the adherents of the con¬ 
spirator. 

As the Ranee herself w’as the most inveterate 
enemy of the young Prince, the Rajah’s order was at 
once cairied into effect against her, and, to her in¬ 
finite astonislrment, she was informed by Jung that 
she was to leave Nepaul immediately, accompanied 
by her two sons. It rvas of no use to resist the suc¬ 
cessful young adventurer, whose indomitable courage 




no 


JOURNEY TO KATMANDU. 


Chap. IX. 


and good lorhinc had triumphed over the plots and 
intrigues of his enemies, and who thus saw himsell 
freed from every obstacle to his quiet possession of 
the government. 

The Rajah accompanied the Queen to Renares. 
Meantime the heir-apparent was raised to the 
throne, and the whole administrative power vested 
in hisininister. ^ 

Upon hearing of the installation of his son as Rajah, 
the old Monarch seemed to evince, for the first and 
last time in his lilc, some little interest in proceed¬ 
ings by which he himself was so seriously affected, 
and the result* was a feeble determination not to rc- 
linqui-sh his tlurone without a final struggle. Urged 
to this course probably by the persuasions of the 
ambitious and disappointed Riinec, he collected a few 
followers, and crossed the southern frontier of Nopaul. 
Jung, however, had received timely notice of Iris 
intention, and the luckless King had no sooner en¬ 
camped in the Nepaul dominions, than he was sur- 
' prized at night by the troops of the minister, and his 
small forces utterly routed, four or five hundred 
remaining killed or wounded upon the field. The 
Rajah himself was taken prisonef, and placed in con¬ 
finement by the dutiful son who now occupies the 
throne, and who sometimes allows him, on grand 
occasions, to take his seat upon it next to himself. 

The vacillating conduct of the imbecile old man 
throughout his whole reign, the apathy with which 
he was contented to remain a passive spectator of 
those bloody dramas of which his court was for so 
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long a period the theatre, deprive him «1“ all claim 
to commiseration in his present degraded position, 
which, in fact, is the natural result of his in- 
difTerence to the game so eagerly played by the 
contending parties, and of which the stake was his 
own throne. 

I1‘, on the other hand, in a country 'v^iero ex)m- 
inon humanity, and, still more, every kind of prin¬ 
ciple, -is unknown, daring and intrepid conduct 
merits a reward, Jimg has fairly earned lor himself 
the position he now holds; and though his path to 
greatness, has been deluged with the blood of the 
bravest nobles of the land, it must be admitted that 
the peace and prosperity wliich Nepaul now enjoys 
would never have bben possessed by her while dis¬ 
tracted and convulsed by the straggles of hostile 
factions; and much less would she ever have ex¬ 
perienced tlie blessings of an enlightened administra¬ 
tion, if these struggles had not resulted in the ele¬ 
vation of General Jung Bakadoor to the office of 
prime minister. . 

And now, for the first Hfe in the history of 
Nepaul, the Durbar was to s^brtain extent united; 
internal machinations were no longer to be feared; 
and the country was ruled over by diflerent mem¬ 
bers of that family, the elevation of which was due 
to one of their own number, who possessed sufficient 
daring and resolution to execute the bold, though 
unscrupulous schemes his undoubted genius liad 
conceived. 

Such was the rapid rise to power at the early age 
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of thirty of General Jung Baharloor, the Nopaulesc 
ambassador to England, who would have been in¬ 
vested with a deeper interest than the mere colour 
of his face or brilliancy of his diamonds entitled him 
to, had the British public known the foregoing par¬ 
ticulars of his eventful catfecr. But, perhaps, it was 
as well lor him that they did not, since our occi¬ 
dental notions as to the legitimate method of carry¬ 
ing political measures might have altogetho]’ ex¬ 
cluded him from the favour of those who delighted 
to honour him during his visit to England; but, in 
extenuation of his conduct, it must 1x3 remembered 
that the mode employed by him of gaining power is 
the common one in his cr)untry, and that his early 
training had induced a disregai'd of lite and reckless¬ 
ness of consequences; for he is not, I mn convinced, 
naturally cruel. Impetuous and thcniglitless, he 
has many generous and noble qualities; and in a 
companionship of two months I discovered so 
many estimable traits in him, that I could not help 
making allowances foi^ the defects hr a character 
entirely sell-formed b^ one ignorant of all moral 
responsibilities, the half-tamed son of an almost 
tot^y uncivilised country. 

And wliile thus unreservedly relating his history, 
I do so in the belief tliat be has no desire to conceal 
3(frhat, in his own mind and that of his countrymen, 
is not regarded as crime, since 1 liavc frequently 
heard him refer, with all the simplicity of con¬ 
scious innocence, to many of the fkits I have related, 
asidi&r some of which he himself is my authority. 
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Having thus given a short account of fhe previous 
career of this remarkable man, a few words on his 
present position and future prospects may not be 
uninteresting, the more so as he purposes, since he 
has visited the courts of Europe, to become an en¬ 
lightened ruler of his countrymen. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The titles of his Excellency Oeneral Jun^ Babadoor CoomaraiKij^ci; in 
England — Extraordinaiy notions of tlic British public.on Indian 
affairs—.Tung Bahndoor's conciliatory policy—Our unsuccessful 
attempt to penetrate beyond the permitted houndiunes—Dangerous 
p()sitiou of the Prime jMinister — His pl^antU^piq tiesigii.s — 
(ireat opposition on the part, of Durbar — ^A^iii&puni.shineiits — 
A Kapaulese chiet-justice — Jung's ’popularil^lPn „tIIo peasantry 
and anny. 


The rumours in England during Jung Baliad'Xtr’s 
short residence there—of who he was, of wliat posi¬ 
tion he held, of his liaving taken liis greatest ene¬ 
mies with him to keep them from conspiring against 
him while absent—of liis being at least a Prince, if 
not the Eajali himself in disguise—^were as far Ifom 
correct, and as improbable, as were the nmnerous 
stories related of him in the newspapers, iiianj of 
which had no Ibrmdation whatever, and in no way 
redounded to liis credit. 

The subject, however, of so much speculation was 
generally t(^ much pleased with his notoriety to 
care for the means which in some measure obtained 
it for him; and I have heard him repeat with great 
glee some imaginary anecdote of himself, or laugh¬ 
ingly enumerate the various appellations by which 
he had been known. Amongst the few words of 
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Englisli which lio could pronounce were those by 
which he was most frequently addressed—such as, 
the Prince, the Ambassador, your Higlme.s.s, your 
Excellency, the Minister, Jung Bahadtxjr, Jung, or 
more often “the Jung.” Whilst the appearance ol' 
the (loomaranagcc Polkas showed an unusual amount 
of correct information on the part of the publisher. 

Such ignoraiit« might liavo been expected from 
t he utter indifforenc/C manilcsted in England towards 
Indian affairs. The ideas of John Bull upon the 
.subject arc often ludicroas in the extreme, as he 
finds it Infjpossiblc to divest himself of the precon¬ 
ceived notions which he surely must have been born 
with when he pertinaciously imagines that all dark- 
colourcd people have woolly heads and thick lips, 
and S{)eak the broken English of the negro; nor has 
he the slightest (lonception of the relative position 
of gieat towns in India, or wdiich St^es are inde¬ 
pendent ; or who the Nizam is, or if ipontingent 
is not some part of his dress; or whethj^-thc Taj is 
not the husband of the Begum mentidlfcd in Pen- 
donnis. He has a vague notion that nabobs come 
from India, and has heard pcrjiaps of cabobs, but 
wliat the difference is, or whether they are not 
articles of Indian export usually packed in casks, he 
has not the most remote conceptio*. For all the 
light, therefore, that John Bull could throw upon 
the subject of who or what Jung Bahadoor was, be¬ 
sides being the Ncpaulese ambassador, or where the 
country was that he came to represent, ifr might 
remain a mystery to the present day. 

I 2 
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lJut oven suppo!<ing ilic public wore better iu- 
fbiinecl on Indian affairs, it would not be a matter 
of surprise that they should be under a misconcep¬ 
tion as to what Jung’s position in his own country 
might be, S(«ng that it is not usual amongst 
European nations to send their prime ministers on 
foreigm missions. But to estimate correctly the 
minister’s power and authority, the Avord “ send ” 
perliaps ought not to be used in this case, since he 
w'as a .self-appointed ambassador; and Ids next bro¬ 
ther was left by him to perlbrm the arduous duties 
attendant on the important office which he vacated 
l<)r a while. 

And now that he is returned to resume the reins 
of government, and once more ^become involved in 
the iK'tty intrigues of his highland court, it is 
natural that lu; should look back with d< light, not 
immingled wdlh regret, at the wonders he ]ia.s so 
lately witnes.sed—the, t<> him, magic^al clfccts ol‘ the 
operations of steam—the still more incomprehensible 
electric telegraph—our institutions—our court—the? 
magnilicence of the successive entertainments, of 
which he coidd say “ Magna pars lui,” and at which 
he Avas not more the spectator than the specfaicle: 
but, above all, Avas it a matter of astonishment to 
him that sucl^ hospitfdity shouhl have been shown 
to an unknown and ignorant stranger by a nation 
whose enterprise is no less stirring than her resources 
ai'c vast, and in the midst of a social machinery to 
him so incomprehensibly intricate in its details. . 

“ Why,” he Avould observe al'ter his return to Kat- 




Chap. X. 


.)UN(i’S COKCILfATOKY POLICY. 


117 


imndii, “ should I attcnipt 1 /> tell tliese po(,r ignci- 
rant jx'eplc what T have seen V It would be as ridi¬ 
culous in me to suppose they would believe it a.s it is 
hopeless to atteiupt to make them undersUind it.” 
And he ieels that the information he luas ai'(|uired 
has been too extensh'C t<t allow him to {jink to the 
level of those by wliom Ik; is surrounded. But, 
while, anxious to increase his popidarity, with liis 
attempts at (;oneiliation is combined a patronizing 
air, which he cannot (ionceal, and which is (!aleulatcd 
to render him unpopular, even could he bring him¬ 
self to riMurn to the old system of embracing instead 
of shaking hands; of taking olf his shoes when enter¬ 
ing tlie Durbar; of salaaming ere he addres.sc's Ids 
Monarch—all whicli acts of devotion and homage are 
rej)ugnant to the man who has had an interview 
with tlie Queen of England, and received a visit 
I'rom the Duke of Wellington. “When that great 
warrior called upon me,” he says, “ 1 leltit to ))e the 
proude.st moment of my Ideand at Benares, wlren, 
upon the occasion of hi.s visiting a native llajali, there 
wa.s a (juestion of whether he slu)uld go in state or 
not, he decided the matter by saying, “ I shall go 
just as I wont to return the Duke’s visit;” or, at 
another time, “ I will receive thellajah in alricmdly 
way, just as 1 did the Duke when jj^e called upon 
me.” Nothing seemed to impress hmi so df'cply as 
the ab-scncc of all di.«play where genuine greatness 
rendered it unnecessary; and he looks with no slight 
contempt upon the pomp to which he in common 
with his court was formerly so much attached. That 
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court, however, retaining of course its old unen¬ 
lightened sentiments, looks with suspicion and dis¬ 
trust on the independent manners of the returned 
prime minister. “ He has become a Feringhee.”— 
“ He wants to introduec their barbarous customs 
amongst us,”—“■ He brings visitors, and is making 
IHends with the English, in order to betray us U' 
them.” This is said by his enemies at court; and, 
wliile they watch his every action, esteem him a 
traitor, who, il' they did but know it, is the best 
Inend of their cmintry. Thus, in spite of his earnest 
desire to promote its welfare, he is likely to be 
thwarted, and his ardent and somewhat iinpatient 
temperament will not, it is to be Icared, improve 
matters, lawever good his intentions may be. That 
he is already careful lest he offend any prejudices, 
I had a convincing and most annoying proof. 

On the journey through India, wliih; in higli 
spirits, out shooting, he had promised to alltnv us 
to travel over any part of Ncpaul we might wisli 
to visit — a permission never yet granted to any 
European. To the fulfilment of this promise wo 
naturally IcKiked with no small pleasure; but, after a 
residence of a week in Ncpaul, the anti-Anglican 
feeling was so strongly manifested, that the mere 
fact of four or five European visitors having Iwen 

in Katmandu (for Lord G- and his party were 

among his guests) brought upon liim a certain de- 
gi'ee of odium. 

To allow strangers to visit Nepaul, and reside at 
Katmandu, was unusual, but bearable; the idea 
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of a common beef-catcr infringing the •limits of a 
circle beyond which no British resident, much less 
traveller, had ever penetrated, was so monstrous a 
heresy on the part of the prime minister—so serious 
an infraction of a well-established rule—that even 
■lung felt it to be too unpcf)ular an act by which to 
celebrate his return to his countay. If was with 
much regret that we were obliged to relinquish so in- 
tensting an enterprise. I must not, however, forget 
his offer to adhere to his promise if we wished it, 
saying at the same time that liis doing so would 
seriously .compromise him. But, as compromise and 
decapitate may be looked upon as synonymous tenns 
in bfcpaid, we felt tliat it Wius hardly hiir to our kind 
host to place him in* such an awkward position; and 
as, moreover, the eflcct of his being so compromised 
in Katmandu would have probably enfeulcd upon 
us a precisely similar fate, we considered it hardly 
fair to the guests either. But while thus hanging 
back from his promise on tlic score of compromising 
himself, I am fully persuiuied that personal consi¬ 
derations had but little to do in the matter. He is 
looking out for means of usefulness, and it was more 
the fear of retarding his schemes of improvement by 
thus increasing the popular discontent tlrat induced 
him to change his mind, than any hope of retaining 
his head upon his shoulders. The-difficulty of doing 
this can be but very slightly increased; and it must 
be admitted that he esteems life as lightly in his 
owp case as he formerly did when others were 
concerned. 
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It cjinnof but be rej^etted that with so pure an 
obj(!ct he should be totally without co-operation 
from any quarter. The young King, capable only 
ol' aiding in nefarious scJicmes, such as tho.se already 
recounted, can in no way coinpreliend the new¬ 
fangled philanthropic \d(5^vs of the prime minister. 
He care.s little about the welfare of his country; his 
amusement seems to consist in concticting and exe¬ 
cuting bloody designs, smd his mind must' be so 
accustomed to this species of excitement that it can 
scarce do without it. It is urifortunatc that the 
T{a,jah’s hobby should lie in this peculiar direction, 
more unlbrtunate still that the contemplated victim 
should be Jung; for I prc.sume tlrat there is little 
doubt tliat the King’s brother, who rvas cngag(Kl in 
the hast conspiracy against the minister’s life—which 
took ])laco a few liays after ray visit—must have 
acted with the knowledge, and most probably at the 
instigation, of his Majesty. 

iSlor can Jung look to his brothers for support as 
in times of old; one of them, whom he esteemed 
amongst the most faithful, was, as before mentioned, 
deeply implicated in the siimc attempt on his life; 
and there; is no one now on whom he can confidently 
depend in the hour of need except the tw<; youngest 
of the family, who accompimied him to England, 
and whom 1 consider thoroughly devoted to his 
intercalsi Deserted by his King, who owes his 
throi^sr^ him, his life conspired against by one of 
brothers, bound to him by the yet stronger 
blood, he stands alone a mark for the dagger 
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ol any one who would win the approval of liis 
degraded Sovereign. But his hearing is not the 
less bold, or his eye less piercing, as he makes the 
man (piail before liim who is tliat moment planning 
his destruction. He anticipates the fate of his fbui- 
teen predecessors; they v\*;re all assassinated! His 
pred(;ccssors, however, did not surround themselves 
with a gxiard armed with rifles always loaded.* In 
all probability tin; man who takes the life of the 
prime mini.st(.T will do so at the price of his own. 
So .securely guartled is Ix', and so careful of his own 
safety, that 1 cannot but hope he may live to 
frustrate the designs of his enemies, and to carry out 
that enlightened policy which, while it morally 
elevates the people? would develop the resources of 
a country possessing many natural advantages, in it.s 
delightful climate, fertile soil, and industrious popu¬ 
lation. Valleys imvisited by civilization save as 
received through the medium of a lew semi-barbarous 
travellers, may contain treasures which they are now 
unkno-wn to possess; mines of copper, lead, and anti¬ 
mony, now clumsily worked, may be made to yield 
ol' their abundance; tracts of uncultivated lands be 
brought int(j rich cultivation, and efficient means of 
transport woxdd carry their produce far and wide 
through the country. Katmandu itself would be on 
the high road for the costly trade of Chinese I'artary 
and Thibet with the provinces of Upper India. 

In fact it is impossible to enumerate the various 

* The arms of his body-guard were bought in London, of Purdy, 
Lancaster, and other eminent rifle-makers, and cost Jung about 2000L 
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bcnofits whiMi would accrae to the country were a 
dilTovent system of govcrirmcnt adopted; and it is 
much to be feared tliat unless the present prime 
minister lives to accomplish the task he has under¬ 
taken, no one of his successors, for some time to 
come at least, will have, ekher the will or the ability 
requisite for its successful consummation. 

In some of his legislative acts Jung had shown 
himself to be in advance of his age belin'c he Icl’t 
Nepaul. No less than twenty-two punishments liir 
various crimes, principally consisting of different 
mo<les of torture, were abolislied. A thief must 
have been three times convicted of the crime ere lie 
can suffer the penalty entailed uj)on the oilence, 
viz., loss of his hand ; and al'ter’ it is cut off, lie has 
his choice between having it bound up or allowing 
himself to bleed to death. I understood the latter 
alternative to lie the one usually chosen by the 
culprit. Gambling is strictly prohibited in Nepaul, 
except for fom.’ or five days during the celebration 
of the Dcvali. 

Women arc not liable to capital punishment. The 
mutilation of noses no longer exists, although some 
years ago it was the most usual punishment, and 
one village was entirely peopled by the unfortunate 
victims of such barbarous treatment. 

The amount of labour which his position as prime 
minister entails upon Jung is almost incredible; the 

E ’ ist bargain cannot be struck, nor a cooly 
ed, nor can a departure or an arrival take 
without his sign manual. In fact he comprises 
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witliin liiinself the •whole ol' the minisfly, besides 
doin" the entire duty of the several dcpartuK;nts, and 
the office of premier in Eeyjaul can bo no more a 
sinecure than it is in England. One can only wonder 
that a ])ositioii fraught with such imminent danger 
to its possessor, and bringing upon him such inces¬ 
sant trouble and responsibility, should be so eagerly 
sought, when it entails the almost absolute certainty 
of a r idh.'ut death. With us moral courage is tui 
indispensable (piality lor a prime minister; in 
Nopaul, physical courage is no less needed. If he is 
a goi)d sliot, and expert with his kukri and kora, so 
much the better lor him. As regards both these 
accomplishments .lung was eminently cyualilied lor 
tlic ])ost he now holds ; but his literary acquirements 
were of a very low order, lor upon becoming prime 
minister he could neither read nor write. Einding 
great inconvenience from his incapacity in these 
respects, he ap])licd himself diligently to his 
alphaliet, and was soon able to carry on all official 
correspondence of any importance to himself The 
whole of the politiciil, fiscal, and judicial communi¬ 
cations are submitted to him, and the departments 
controlled by him, very little regard being had to 
the llajah’s will on the subject. 

The next officer in rank to Jung Bahadoor is his 
brother. Bum Bahadoor, who bears the mark on his 
liand of the horrible action in Durbar already re¬ 
corded. He appeared inferior in ability to his bro¬ 
ther^ but it is difficult to judge of the talent of any 
one who is in a subordinate position in Nepaul. 
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TIh' Kaj VHurrt is the highest spiritual dignitary in 
Nepaul, and in that capacity received the greate.st 
dcl'eirncc Iroi.i i-vory one, iueiuding .lung, whose 
pojadavity in some measuve rests on his intimate 
relations with tlie ehiet'jnie.st, to whom he, invariably 
jiaid eveiw mark o(‘ respt’ct. Tlic L’aj Guru met us 
at Benares, and granted im^lvdgenec'S to those who 
htui visited Ejiglaixl. So great is tlic respc'ct slnrwn 
lu'in, that upon entering his pre.seiiei' the ))rime 
minister invarialily touelu'd rvitli his (oreliead tlie 
foot ol‘ the holy man. '^^o the ofllce of splrituid 
adviser to the Eajali is added that ol' judge of the 
spiritual court, which is one of great emolument, 
arising ehietly from lines levied on the inliuetion of 
religious ceremonies or ordinances—such tis tin.' 
killing or inalticating ol' a cow and oilier like, (mor- 
inities. 

IS'ext in order iiilluw the .IVazies, or “ katres eou- 
scri])ti,” who oug'ht to ])o.«se.“s some voice in the 
admiiiistration of allairs, but are eontenl to remain 
silent daring the indepi'iideiit rule of the Miuist r 
Sahib, d'liey number thirty or ibrty, and their duty 
is to considt upon all Aveiglity naulers eonneettd 
with the Government, while .some act its governors 
of provinces, others as judges in important causes. 

Then come the Sirdars, who also decide eau.ses’, 
and, possess considerable authority in the more 
reaiote districts, governing some of the province's, 
tuidjBUjX'rmtending the colleetion of revenue, d’heir 
fflmbei is far lai'ger than that of the Kazies. 

visited the supreme court one day and saw 
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till! Cliicf-jiisticc, or Duniia Dikur, .siftiiii?; cross- 
k'lii'fci (smoking iii.'-! liookah on tlio vc.miduli). the 
coui't luoiii','' adjourned. The ul<l iiiun boro tliat 
veneiuhie iij>j'e;truncc wliicJi is evcrywJiere csteeincd 
iuseptiraljle Iroin the judicial charactej', and 1 doubted 
wbetlier his long gny beaiid wsus not a more impos¬ 
ing. as il ceriainiy was a more natural aiuf graceful, 
appendage dial) a vvig. 

i'lieic are six law eonit‘ in Katmandu, presided 
.)vei by ,Sirdars an. . icluirees, and the Lws and 
Hi.ides ..I punislii'ient ;tre .cry cfTeetual lor the pre¬ 
vention of' crime: tor aiihougb a prisoner cannot be 
! M)?s ieicd exiipt upon his own conlession, he may 
' e saitjieicd to an ordeal which will most prolrably 
< : it ; ’ and, jiAhaps, in im ea-steni country 

jii.-'.le-; i- moi'e ellectually administered by such 
laetboih ban wdiere the judv'e dee,ides on tlie guilt 
,•1 iiiiK.eeiK-e of-, man b-- •.•ulating'; on tbe eha- 

eier of (Ja; witne.s.se.s, ami iieli^ ig those wlio look 
i;;',. L it 'll “ u dug the truth; and where, 

ah; ...-1 I . diat all tlie witnes.ses are more or 

iii'i'ied, ]|i. is not allowed to take any hut a 
v.iiunfai-y adinkdon Horn the prisoner, when perhaps 
a little LU'iirJe ])ersua.sion would save a greal deal of 
unnecessary trouble, to say nothing of the amount 
of lying tliat might thus be dispensed with. 
Whatever the laws may he, they seem to give per- 
leet satisliiction to tlie inhabitants, who cannot he 
called a litigious race. 

While we were at Bisoleah,, on our way to Kat¬ 
mandu, an interesting instance occuiTed of the prime 
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minister tiiking the law into his own liands; unci, 
as liir as wc could judge, comploto justice was done 
to the parties. A complaint was prelen-cd by a de¬ 
putation of the peasantry of the Terai against one 
of the sirdars who was a member of his suite, and 
wlio had .been governor‘of some part of the district 
before he had accompanied tlie minister on his ex¬ 
pedition to England. It was alleged that he had, in 
connection with his brother, who was an especial 
fiivourito Avith Jung, defrauded them of 25,0(10 
rupees. This charge was indignantly denied by tlie 
two sirdars. The case was fully entered”into, and 
the result was, that Jung became convinced of the 
justice of the claim of the peasantry.^ lie had no 
sooner satisfied himself on this point than he ordered 
both the noblemen to be placed in confinement, 
where they Avere to rcunain until the required sum 
Avas f(:)rthcoming. The afliiir delayed us twenty- 
four hours ; and I perfectly well remember Avonder- 
ing at the time what ccudd be the cause of a deten¬ 
tion for so long a period in so unpleasant a locality ; 
more especially as by it wc lost the chance of a day’s 
rhinoceros shooting, which Avas, doubtless, as great a 
disappointment to Jung as to myself. 

By thus carefully protecting the interests of the 
peasantry he has endeared himself to them, since 
they aie always sure of a ready and attentive hear¬ 
ing i£ any comjilaiut, altliough it may affect the 
highest nobles in the land. In talking to a man who 
acted as guide on our return through the Terai, we 
■liscovcrcd tliat the popularity of Jrmg, arising from 
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this cause, had extended across tlie fronrter, and had 
induced my informant to migrate into tlic Nepaul 
dominions, so tliat he might heiiefit by the paternal 
rule ol' its prime minister. He said the taxes were 
liglitcr, and he led altogether a more happy and in¬ 
dependent life than in the Company’s dominions, 
wliere the native olHcers employed as tax-gatherers 
do not always display the mo.st scrupulous honesty. 

But it is not with the peasantry alone that Jung 
is so deservedly a favourite. With the soldiers he 
is, if possible, still more popular. An admirer of 
Napoleon, he has profited by the perusal of his life, 
and turns to advantage his knowledge of the in¬ 
fluence possessed in so wonderful a manner by one 
whom ho seeks in ‘every respect to imitate, so far 
as the difbn'cnce of position lulmits. That he has 
succeeded admirably with the army there is no 
doubt. His pei-sonal feats of daring and known 
courage arc considerable aids to an imitation of 
the more scientific means employed by his gieat 
model. 

Thus, firmly seated in the affections of the most 
iraportiint portions of the community over which he 
rules with unlimited power, and a most ardent wish 
to improve tlieir condition, it will be on all accounts 
most deplorable if the country is deprived of the 
services of so valuable a man by some vile plot, 
emanating from the petty intrigue of a jealous and 
disappointed Durbar. 
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(^HAPTEE XI. 

U 

Thf? temple oi‘ Bjilajoe—The ohl Newar rnj>itnl — Tlic house.s and 
temples of Batn — View from the city i^ates — Nepaiilese t'estivals 
—-'i’lio Ncwai*s bkilful artisans—The ai'senul — The magazine and 
cannon-foumliy. 

One al'temoon wc strolled across .some verdant 
meadows, and along namnv sliady avenues, to visit 
the temple of Balajee. There is nothing in the 
building itself Avorthy of notice; but near it is a 
tank of beautifully clear water, filled with sacred 
fishes, which crowd near the visitor as he stands on 
the brink, expecting to Iw led witli grain, which 
some old Avonicn at tlic gate sell for their especial 
benefit. Balajee is one ol‘ those sheltered nooks 
which make the scenery of Ncpaul so attractive. 
Immediately under a wooded knoll the trees dip 
into the tank, from whence the water leaps in three 
tiny ciiscadcs into the court-yard of the temple, 
quaint and singular itself, and rendered still more 
interesting from its connexion with the sacred fonts 
smd groves near which it is so rouuuitically situated. 

Hitherto wc had scon no Newar town. Kat¬ 
mandu* the capital of Eepaul, was built by the con¬ 
quering Ghorkas, and is comparatively modern. The 
Newar capital is Patn: situated on a green slope, 
and Ibrtilied by a Ifigh wall, it looks picturesque 
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when f-x'fii (r(.)iu tLo modern city, from'wlikdi it is 
distant ;d)out two miles. 

Cios.sijig tlie narrow brick bridge wliieb sj)iuis tlu; 
Bhagmutty, outside tbe walls ol' the town, we shortly 
at'tei’ cntei’ed tlie nia.ssive old gates of tbe ancient 
capital. A.s we trotted })ast»thc high rickt^ty houses, 
along tlje brick [>avement of the narrow streets, still 
slippery from the mornhig dew, we ejieoiuitered 
troo])s’of girls with garlands in their hair, tor this 
was some Ji'Stiri' day. At the e.ornei's of the .streets 
wire beings of botli sexes, as decrepit as the houses 
under wllicli thf'y la-ouebed, juesiding o\'er baskets 
ltdl of heautiful flowers. The entire; population 
wen; 2sewars, e.xeept a lew fierce mustacliioed Ghor- 
kas, wild stood sentinels over tin.' temples, or loitered 
al)Out the guardhouse. Tlie long street looked 
deserted ; there was not a siiigle shop in it; and the 
iiiot-pas.'Cngers were lew and iar between. But the 
gi’and sguavi' was the chief leature of the jilace, and 
was well worthy of a visit. We looked 1x1111 astonish¬ 
ment aval delight at the ineorigruous mass of build¬ 
ings, cif the most varied and limtastic construction, 
yet massive anil substantial; but whence the designs 
originati'd, or in what other part of the known 
world anything is to be seen ajvproaehlng to the 
style of iSiewar architecture, it would be impossible to 
conjecture. H ouses built of horn are said to exist at 
Lassa ; and Irom Ijas.sa,' 1 should imagine, came the 
designs l<)r the temples and houses of Patn. Time 
has mellowed their bright colours — if they were 
CAwr painted at all like those at Katmandu—into a 

K 
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soirilirc', quiet gi'i'y. Tlio T)iirbar, a liiige, massive 
building, is absulutely covered with blacJc wood¬ 
carving. 'riie care disjilaycd in its execiilion is 
still apjiarcnt tbrougli the mass of dn.st and coliwcbs 
which almost conceal it; llir the old Diiibar ol' 
Pain is deserted, d’he residence ol' tlie monarch.® 
who ruled the happy valley is in strong contrast 
with the smiling appearance of their Ibrmer ten itory. 
It alone seems to have gone into mourning tin- its 
limner occupants, while the valh'y seem.s to tlirive 
as well under the rule of the Ghorkas as it did under 
that of the Newar.s, The Durbar is*oJ' great extent, 
and occupies one side of the square, in the centre of 
whic.li stand two monoliths, between 30 and 40 feet 
high : on one of them is the figure of an angel, re¬ 
presented in all respects as angels usually are, with 
the addition of a raagnilicent gilt tail; this, together 
with a jxiir ot large gilt wings, gave it a most gor¬ 
geous apjxianuicc. My Ghorka guide eonld give me 
no inllmnation as to what particular divinity this 
figure was intended to represent. The other pi 11a i- 
wius crowned by the ligure of a Newar monarch with 
an unpronounceable name, who was watched over by 
a cobra, .standing upon its tail, and looking over his 
head with its mouth wide open. 

On the opposite side to that on which the Durbar 
was situated were two temples: one of them, built of 
gi’cy sandstone, was an imposing structure, altogether 
different from any building, lay or ecclesiastical, tliat 
I had ever seen before. The lower story consiste'd of 
ipassive verandahs or cloisters; the pillars were all of 
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gi-oy SiiiKlston^®|(|ty simple in form; and tlio con¬ 
necting iu’cli 'l^-ii^newliat Saiiiecnii! in its nppeiir- 
ance. 'I’Le tonipfeAvas sipiare, and tlie eonidm' •wliicli 
run round it was fidcvatod considerably above the level 
of tbe court: tlie ascent to it was by two iliglits of 
steps, eaeb guarded by a "[lair of sculptiK'ed winged 
lions. 'I'liree stories of light bellry-Iiko temples, 
three upon oacli side of the, square, sttnnounted each 
otlu'r in rows ; in the centre was a inas.s of architec¬ 
ture between a dome and a spire, rising to a height 
of upwards of 100 feet above tlie level of the court: 
the whole liirmed a pyramidal .straoture ornamented 
with limtastic devices, and undoubtedly llhuddist in 
its eliaracter. 

d’hc other temple was a two-storied pagoda ; its 
bright colours were faded, and it appeared far inferior 
to those of more recent (•o’n.'^tvnction. There were also 
ruined jiyramidal shrines ol' no known architecture, 
and difficult to describe from their complicated 
nature—antique specimens of the masonry of ages 
long gone by, and memorials of a religion doubtless 
impure, although Bliuddist in its character and 
origin. 

bJo Ic.ss singular were the residences of the old 
iNewar nobility, a race which no longer exists, and 
the only remains of which now extant are their ruined 
habitations, evidently destined to succumb before long 
to the same all-destroying power which has long since 
obliterated eveiy trace of their fbnner owners. 

How diflcrent was the j^xjculiar yet handsome style 
which distinguished the dwellings of the Newar 
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nobles at Pain from tbe tawdry glitter wbidr cliarac- 
tcriscs the mansions of tlie present Gliorka chiefs in 
the modern capital! Hero the carving is more rie.h, 
the oniaments more massive, the houses themselves 
ar(! more lofty and capacious. Sometimes two or 
three elaboi’atcly-carved balconies adorn the sombre 
hut not less lmj)osing exterior; Irora the projecting 
eav(!S wooden tassels, firming a sort, of filngc, swing 
to and fro over the windows. 

The roofs are beautifully tiled, each tile having a 
double curvature, while the comers of the buildings 
arc (]uaintly turned up, giving a (Jliinesc kxik to the 
building. I’hc whole appearance of the houses and 
temples carries one fur from the mud-huts or close 
cities of the plains ol‘ India, into the land of chop¬ 
sticks and small feet, and the traveller leels much 
neai'cr to Pekin than to Calcutta as he wandcr.s along 
the empty streets under the frowning houses and in¬ 
describable temples of the Newar town of Patn. 

Everything seemed to have been blighted by time ; 
be.sides all the old temples, old houses, old gates, and 
old streets, there were numbere of old people. Every¬ 
thing seemed to sympathise with everything else, 
and had evidently come to the conclusion that there 
wius nothing worth living for, and the sooner they 
all took themselves off and quitted the bright vallev 
of Nepa^^ better. And indeed it was difficult to 
realize t®^cxistence of anything half so chcei-ful in¬ 
side the town as the prospect which met our view as 
we emerged from its gloomy entrance, and looked 
upon the luxuriant plain, the glittering capital 
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sliiiiiiig in its niklst, wlioso gaudy pagixUis, hung 
round with hells and adorned with flags, were very 
dillerent from those just visited ; the industrious 
poprdation were going light-hearted to their work 
as wc rode throimh sinilino fields, and we eease<] to 
wonder at Pain looking disserted, for it was evident 
that all the cheeifidly disposed inliahitanfs had flitted 
away, unahle to bear its dojn-essing inihienee, and 
leaving behind them only the erabbed old pc'ople at 
the emners of the stjects, and the tattercsl bc'ggais, 
who mast make a meagre livelihood out of the fall¬ 
ing teir4ples and 24,000 rotten houses (jf tin; once 
handsome capital of Nepaul. 

It was a clear frosty morning, and, as we rode ebawn 
the gentle slope ofl which the old city stands, the 
snowy range of tla^ Himalaya burst u[)on us with in¬ 
expressible grandeur. The tloSiiin-than, a mass of 
glistening snow, looked contempiuously down upon 
the Jibjibia, itself covered with snow: though 13,000 
feet lower tlian the Gosaiu-tlian, the Jibjibia in turn 
ovcrto})pcd the Shcopoorie, wCieh rises abnrptly lioni 
the valley to a height of 2000 feet. On a ])eni)isula, 
formed by the junction of tin; Bhagmutty and Bish- 
mutty, stands the town of Katmandu, surrounded 
by a high wall in whhdi are four gates: to the east 
the snow-capped peaks extend as fiir as the eye 
can reach; to the west the Dawalogiri, the highest 
mountain in the world, is in clear weather distinctly 
visible; in tlait direction the valley is shut in by 
lofty hills, the steepest of‘ which is crosseil by the 
Chandanagiri pass. 
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'I’lie exhilarating effect of so glorious a scene 
scemcfl not to be lo.st upon the inhabitants themselves, 
and we observed among them the same merry and 
contented appearance as that which Is so remark- 
able amongst the Inhabitants of Switzerland and the 
Tyrol; indeed mountaineers in general either liave 
much fewer' troubles tlian lowlandcrs, or lake them 
less to heart. 

The Nepaulese, in common witli most highland 
tribes, have .strong religious feelings, and arc bigoted 
adherents to a faith which they would find it wnne- 
what difficult to define. One use to which thiy 
put their religion, and in which they far exceed 
even the Eoraan Catholics of the Alps, is, in making 
it furnish them with an almost unlimited number e)f 
holidays and festivals; no opportunity of merry¬ 
making is lost by the light-hearted inhabitants of' 
Nepaul, and in this respect they are at once distin¬ 
guishable from their more gloomy and saturnine con- 
fpuo'ors, the Ghorkas, who, glorying only in the .art 
of war-, look with contempt cm wliat they consider 
the frivolity of the Newars. 

There can be no doubt of the warlike character of 
the Ghorkas, even had not our own experience te.sti- 
fied to the fact m a most unpleasant way. Not only 
ai'C they brave and skilful soldiers, but, for a bar¬ 
barous nation, they are woudcrfully advanced m the 
art gf fabricating the implements of wm*; they cast 
thto' own ordnance, manufacture their own muskets, 
.sK6t,. powder, and cartridge-boxes; in fact, every in¬ 
strument or weapon used in civilized warliu'c is m.anut 
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lac;tun'(l in l^cpunl, often clumsily onougli, but the 
mere liict of their being capable of being used, and 
used witli efiect, is highly creditable to the ingenuity 
of the Ghorka.s. 

The Newars arc still more skilfid artisans than the 
Gliorkas, but their talent due.s not lie in the same 
diiection. Tlie bricks of* Nepaul are deservedly 
himed; wliether the vhtue lies in the clay of wliich 
tliey are formed, or the skill with which they arc 
made, i do nyt know—mrjst probably in both, d’lie 
Newars excel also in bell-making; it is tlie trade of 
the land j they are all bcllmakei’s frean theii- youth, 
and proof’s of thdr skill arc te\.hlbitcd hanging at tlie 
cornels of pagodas, swinging from the rools of houses, 
surmounting Dagohijs—in fact, the device upon a 
Nepaulese hanner should be a bell. In jewellery they 
are no less expert, and are elaborate workmen in all 
metals. A species of eoai-sc paper is manuliictured by 
them from the bark of a tree, which is first reduced 
to a pulp and then spread oyer a sheet and dried. 

'I’hey arc as excellent a^c^tiirists iis tradesmen, 
and the rich soil of the vaHw'iS" not allowed by the 
industrious peasants to lie :|ipow a moment longer 
than is necessaiy. 

At certain seasons every'"inliabltant capable of 
wielding the, boo is at work, and there is much in¬ 
centive to such industry, for the soil is inexhaustible, 
and seems as if it could go on for an indefinite period 
yielding Its four crops a year—namely, wheat, rice, 
Indian corn, and vegetables—supporting thereby a 
double population. The plough is never used. It 
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struck me t;li:it tli<' introduction of bufliiku's from llic 
plains would be advantageous in assisting the woitliy 
Newar, wlioso religious scruples prevent Ids using 
tlic bullock. Tliejc i.s a species of small balTalo. 
whicli is a native ol’ the ITimalayas, but it is never 
brought dowji by tbc lihootyas inlo tlic plains, nor 
even to Katmandu. 

We went one <lay to visit the ajsenal, which a 
veteran of the Ncpaul army took an cs[)ecial delight 
in exhibiting, and naturally looked fir expu-ssions of 
wonder and delight from the barbarians. Jhit the 
only astmishment we felt was, that sneh !i mass of 
lirc-arms, so excessively old and so excessively dirty, 
sliould be thought worlby of being earel'ully ranged 
througliout the long dark rooms.- In a (corner ol’ one 
of ihese rooms the light streamed brightly through a 
window on some old-lashioned llreloeks bearing an 
Englisb maker’s name; they were tre)pbies of the war 
Avith the Ibitish, and were held Avorthy of eonspieu- 
oiis placscs ill the Kepaul arsenal. The deliglited 
old Colonel pointed these out to us Avitli a laudable 
jiridc; be said the arsenal contuined 100,000 stand 
of arms, and expected us to believe it. Had they 
been in proper order, the collection Avould liave been 
of importance numerically considered. 

'I’lieir artillery was insignificant, but fliey pos¬ 
sessed trophies denied to many more powerful nations 
in a pair of bi-ass 2-jxmnders, also taken from the 
British in the same disastrous campaign. 1 looked 
as abashed and mortified as I coidd, and pleased the 
Cbloncl e.xcoedingly thereby. In the same establish- 
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inont was carried on the process ol' iiiaindactiiring 
powder of a very coarse grain, and we wcj'e slanvii 
.^midry store-rooms containing grape and canister. 

Leaving tlie arsenal, wi' irioimted our elej)hants, 
ci'ossed the parade-ground and the river, and, pass¬ 
ing tlinmgli tin; ma.ssivc gateway, reached the maga¬ 
zine, siluale'el in the interior of the wity,' whe'rc 
we! Jiael an oppeirtunity eef witnes.sing the jjrocess e)f 
liainme-ring ireen into balls. The Nejeaule'so can 
])re)ehice ne) lie-at .«uliieie!nt to cast balls, anel are*, cem- 
seapieaitly, eddigeel tee beat them into the reepeired 
shape, au idmost endle,s.s opeTation. By this tedious 
])rocess the- making eif e'acli two-jwund ball occupies 
two mi'u a whede day, and costs, iiiclueling other 
incide'iital charge.s,» about a rupee, see tliat the ex- 
pemse's e)f a siege woidel come ratheu heavy upon the 
(.ieive'innu'ut. All round the courtyard blacksiiuths 
were forging andii^mnering. while: in the middle of 
it a uumbe-r e)f,,;|ifeb wiuo einployeal beating le:athcr, 
so as te) reneler'% suHieicntly pliable to uuelcj'ge) the 
proeiess of being trodden soft, a curious eipeTation, and 
fiitiguing to the imiscles ol‘ any other le:g.s than therse 
ol'the Ne'})aule'se‘, who keeej) eiemtinually derubling up 
thc! leather and treading it out again, and putting 
their feet to all sorts of uses, in wltich, il‘ we had 
prope-rly cultivated the gift.s of nature, we should, 
doubtless, be ccpudly skilleel. At pre.scnt erar great 
e)bjce:t la to make our leet lexek smaller than they 
miturally are, and even in that the Chinese excel us, 
civilized though wc be. The result ol so much 
beating and treading was a number of leather car^' 
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tri<lgc-b()X(.’8, whicli could not liavt; bceii liardcr luul 
tlicy been deal; so tlie means did not justily tbe 
end, and poiluips afler all we make IxiUer use of our 
feet tlian tlie. Nepaulcso tanners do. 

In anotlrer part of the establislnuent was a giing ol' 
men engaged in twisting gun-barrels, turuijig out 
wonderliil productions, considering tlic rude juethod 
employed. 

The stocks were more easily fabricated, and tlu' 
whole musket justified tlie jrridc with wbidi it was 
exhibited; but Jung is no longer sati.slusl with the 
prroductions of the Nepaulese gunmaker.s. He visited 
a gun-manuliictory at Birmingham, and rvas most 
di.sagreeably surjuised by finding how different was 
the English mode of manidacturing the implements 
of war I'roin that empdoycnl in Ne])aul. 

In Euerland .Tiurg had seen brass guns cast bv the 
seorfj during his short visit to the llmndry. Here 
they were being cast at the rate of one every two or 
three months. The metal is not allowcnl to run into 
the mould i]i a continuous .stream, but is ladled in, 
thereby rendering the gim liable to flaws. There 
were many other imju’oyements which it would have 
been obvious to a practised eyo were needed in the 
gun-factory of Nt^aul; and it wa® jrlain enough 
that everyt^aa^ was rough and clumsy; but Jung 
had paid especial attention to these subjects while in 
England, and intends speedily to intUKluce an im¬ 
proved system. How long it will be ere he will 
liave a steam-foundry establi.shed in Kahnandu time 
done can show. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Kiniliiess of tho Miiliila Sahili — His motive—Hrawiiijt-rooiri oriiii- 
meiit.-, — V'isii to the jnilace of Jung Balmdoor — A trophy of 
Hie hiiiiiloii season —Oranil Durbar at tlie reading ot Hie (Jucen of 
Englan’d’s letter—Dress of the oHicers — Review of troojis — 
Dancing boys. 

The Maliila Suliib, the younger brother of his 
Majesty, \viis a very pleasant-hxiking young man, 
with a much more .imiable expression of coiiiitenancc 
than iiis royal brotlipr, and professed to be one of 
Jung'.^ greatest friend.s and allies. As a compliment 
to the minister, he politely reijuested us to pay him 
a. visit, an invitation of whicl; vve were glad to tivail 
ourselves, since it proved his kindly leeling toward,s 
our Iiost, wliiLst it gav e us an opportiuiity of inspect¬ 
ing the menage of a Ncpaulesc Prince Royal. 

It is worth while to make a trip to Nepaul, not 
only liir the delight of viewing the romantic beauty 
of its scenery, of wondering at the stupendous 
lieight of its tnountains, of roaming amidst its 
ancient cities,, ruined palaces, and glittering pagodas, 
but in order to take a lesson in human nature, lor- 
we are not at liberty to suppose that the princes 
and nobles of this country are a more depraved class 
than any other body of men, the fact being that 
a Ncpaulese follows his natural impulses, unfet- 
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tercel by the restraints "of our standard of civill^tion 
and morality, and tlie results arc apparent. Is Jiot the 
more civilized inhabitant ol' western lands actuated 
by the same Icelings, and would he not behave iji the 
same manner as his swarthy brother in the East, had 
he been brought up in tlie same code of morality, and 
were lie as leai’less of the conseepiences ol'his iiJIow- 
ing the bent of his own inclhiation? But if so, then 
the visitor to Ncpaul simply sees the game ol' human 
life played openly and unconstrainedly, and in no 
way hampered by the rules which prevail in more 
civilized countries; and the unsophisticated tyro 
Iws only to come* here and learn in a month wliat 
would cost liim a liletimc of anxious study in a 
countjy enjoying the blessings tJf civilization. 

The palace of the Maliila SuJiib is situated in a 
court-yard, and is entered by a small doorway, by 
no means in keeping with the handsome staircase, 
lined with muskets, up which we lidlowed the 
prince, who had come to the entrance to meet us. 
We were ushered into a long narrow room, similar 
in shape to the reception-room in all other Ni paul- 
ese palaces, and adorned in like manner with a pro¬ 
fusion of pictures, occidental as well as oriental, 
while in the midst, upon a round table, and dis¬ 
played as drawing-room ornaments, was an incon¬ 
gruous collection of articles, amongst which I re¬ 
marked three leaden spoons, an old cruet-stand, a 
Bdliemian glass scent-bottle, an old haii'-bi-ush and 
tooth-brush -on some hot-water plates, a pair of brass- 
candlesticks, and other wares usually found in 
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kitclicns, pantries, and bedrooms. Sf*n(', English 
prints and pictures oC a particularly pothouse ap¬ 
pearance attracted mo into a little side room, wlicre 
a handsome telescope stood pointed out of the 02 )en 
wiiido’tr, from which there was a lovely and exten¬ 
sive vi(‘w, and while my friend and the prince were 
chatting in the next room I took advantam; of the 
means thus afforded me of enjoying the prosjKict. 

On ■ looking through tlio tclesc-ope the first object 
which met my eye was the roof of a handsome house, 
on which figures were moving briskly to and fro. 
All tlienvindows-of this mansion were commanded 
by the glass, and 1 almost imagiftd I could sec the 
female figures flitting about in the more gloomy and 
secluded part., whicli seemed to be the harem. The 
hou.'se thus under observation struck me as being 
known to me, and upon looking at the neighbouring 
objects J. perceived that it was the palace of the 
Minister Saliib. 

The fact of the glass being thus pointed to his 
house was in itself a suspicious circumstance, but I 
little thought that the bland owner of the leaden 
spoons and pothouse pictures was then deliberately 
contcinj)lating the vile plot he so soon afterwards 
nearly succeeded in executing. Within a week 
after this visit I heard that our polite entertainer 
was in confinement for an attempt to assassinate the 
minister, towards whom he had so recently professed 
the profbundcst sentiments of regard. 

• W(^ descended into the well laid-out garden 
attached to the palace and devoured the delicious 
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maiidiirin oningcs, with which hundreds of trees 
were loaded, until our attention was diverted from 
them by a luscious limit, in appearance something 
like a medlar: this limit is rare in Nepaul, the tree 
being a native of Thibet. 

Tt cost us an effort 'to bid adieu to the polite 
prince and his attractive garden ; but at length we 
rernuunted our elcpliants and proceeded on our way 
to the Minister’s house. Passing through the Irand- 
some gateway, guarded by a magnilicent tiger, that 
prowled restlessly up and down his cage, a vigilant- 
kjoking sentinel, we entered a yard filled' with the 
soldiei's and retafters of the illustrious man whom 
we had come to visit. 

We were greeted cordially by the Minister Saliib, 
who wiis surromided by a crowd of brothcis, only 
tlu-cc of whom I knew, viz. the two liit travellers 
and the future would-be assassin. 

Jung’s house was a lai’ge white building, wliich 
looked as if a Chinaman had mixed together a Bir¬ 
mingham factory and an Italian villa, every now and 
then throwing in a strong dash of the style of Ids 
own cormtry by way of improvement. It is three 
stories high, and one wing is devoted to the six 
“ beautiful missises ” who compose the female part of 
lus establishment. 

The state-room was very similar in slrape and 
aMcarance to that in the palace of the Mahila Sahib, 
tffi^was, if possible, still more fantastically oma- 
Mfited. A picture of her Majesty’s Coronation 
Snas supported on the one side by a lady’s bonnet. 
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on tlic other by a carpct-bag, while a lady’s riding- 
habit, an olliccr’s red jacket, and various otlier 
article.? of attire were hung round the walls upon 
pegs ; here and there, perhaps partly hidden by the 
folds of a lady’s dre.ss, was to be seen the portrait of 
some sedate old Nepaulese •noble. . 

.Jung called our attention to one of these; it was 
the portrait of a strikingly handsome tmui, whose 
keen ('ye and lofty bK>w seemed almost to.entitle 
him t<j the positiem he held between the Duke of 
Wellington and the Queen. “ See,” said Jung, 
enthusiastically, “ hero is the Queen of England, 
and .she. has not got a more loyal subjeet than 1 am.” 
Then tuniing to tju; picture of the man with the 
keen eyes and high forehead, he remarked, “ That 
is my j)oor uncle Mahtibcr Singh, whom I shot; it 
is very like him.” After which ho launched into a 
di.scussion upon the comparative merits of the Duke 
of Wellington and Napoleon, and, skipping two 
cocked hats and a bonnet, went on to some Purdy’s 
rifles, of which he spoke in glowing terms and Avith 
all the enthusia.sm of a true sportsman. 

My friend Colonel Dhcre Shum Shei-c, now came 
up, whistling the Sturm Marsch, and challenged me 
to a game of billiards; he was in his manner more 
thoroughly English than any native I ever knew, and 
both in appearance and ^disposition l<X)hed as if he 
was an Anglo-Saxon who had been dyed by mistake. 
When in Europe ho used to dress like an English- 
’ into, and in company with his brother, the Minister 
Sahib, in similar attire, patronized Vauxhall, Cre- 
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inome, and “other places of liishiunable resort usually 
frequented by such fast men as they showed them¬ 
selves to be. Like Jung, he used to say he could 
not bear the abominable screeching at the Ojici-,!, 
and consequently never made his appearance until 
the eominenccment of the ballet, which Avas ujiuch 
more in their line. 

Having proliU'd by his visits to European houses, 
Jung iiitend.s to show his enlightenment by substi¬ 
tuting pictures for the articles of vertu with which 
the walls ol' his room arc at present adorned, and to 
exchange kitchen ware for albums, in order to prove 
that he has travelled to some pru-posc. Wliilc exa¬ 
mining these table ornaments, I observed a civilized 
looking little squai-c piece of satin, and on taking it 
up lound 1 was inspecting the lirst invitation toller 
Majesty’s Opera that had ever reached Nepaul. 

In one apartment 700/. worth of ladies’ dresses, 
purchased in England, were spread upon the floor, 
destined, 1 presume, to adorn some sable beauties on 
whom the fashionable flounces of Madame Dery 
would be anylliing but becoming. 

Jung inforilMjd us that a grand ceremony was to 
take place on ijie following day. The Queen of Eng¬ 
land’s letter, of?HWuch he was the beai-er, was to be 
read in full Durbar under a salute of twenty-one 
guns—a greater honour than is shown even to a 
commuuMtion from his Imperial Majesty of the 
celcstiw®ipire. 

WdPfctjpidlngly repaired at the appointed hour- 
nextTOoming to the palace of the King, in the great 
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.square of Kiitnian(lu, and were ushered into the 
narr</W room appropriated to the Durhar. It was 
hung round with pictures that a tavern would h(‘ 
a,shamed of, and altogether looked so dirty that, had 
it been a tavern, it would have had hut little custom. 

Seated on a throne wercHhe two Kings.gorgeously 
apparelled and bedizened with jewels, while tlie 
Mini.ster Sahib wore nothing hut the simple hukkoo, 
or fur-rohe, of great value but luiassmning a^jpear- 
ancc. 

There was to he a review of the troo])S after Dur¬ 
bar, and, as nearly all the nobility of Ncpaul hold 
rank in the army, the whole asvsemhlagc was in uni- 
Ibrm, certainly one of the most dazzling that I ever 
saw collected together. Each man had twice as many 
feathers as ho was entitled tq, wear, and, while their 
cocked hats were always ''ompletely hid, tlie bodies 
of the more diminutive edioers almost shared the same 
Jiite. Tlie English dragoon and the French hussar 
might hero recognize portions of tlicir imiform, 
adorned with and silver lace to an extent which 
field-marshals i^lsiifc have, with us, a right to indulge 
in, and often M^bd up widi some Oriental finery—a 
pair of glitt^pg slippers that consorted hut iE with 
the tightly ^ll^ped-down gold lace trowsers, or a 
handsome shtW that clumsEy supported the jeweUed 
sabre. 

The ceremony'of presentation having been gone 
through, a select party, consisting of the two Kings, 
the English Resident and one or two officers, of the 
Embassy, and the Prime Minister, adjourned to an 
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upper room. This seemed to me a curious proceed¬ 
ing, and one which the remaining portion of the 
legislators must have thought paitieularly unsatis- 
lactory; however they looked as if they did not care, 
or could not help it; and while the coterie above 
were solemnly perusing Her Majesty’s epistle, and 
the guns were booming in honour of it, we below 
were chatting upon indifferent matters, until the 
Royal party returned, when, in addition' to the 
pawn usually given on such occasions, we were 
presented by their Majesties with some Nepaulesc 
weapons, and amidst more firing of cannon-left the 
palace in tlie Minister’s phaeton to witness a grand 
teviow. 

The parade-ground was situated immediately under 
the city walls, and upon it GOOO men were drawn 
up: the uniforms differed in some instances; the 
“ rifles ” were in a pea-green suit which hung about 
them loosely, while the regiments of the line wore 
red coats, with trowsers ample enough to please a 
Turk. Upon their turbans or caps W'erc the distin¬ 
guishing badges of their respective corps—a lialf- 
raoon, a lion, the sun, and various other devices. 
The regiments were not numbered as with us, but 
adopted some magniloquent high-sounding title sug¬ 
gestive of their valour in war, fearlessness of danger, 
and other martiabijualities. 

There was M cavalry, the coimtry not being 
adapted to tlj^arm of the service, but the artillery 
seemed vc^.iairiy liandled; there was an immense 
deal both of small arms and great guns. 
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which I hclicvc was very good; and thciti were a great 
number of evolutions performed, which, as T am not 
a soldier, did not seem to me more incomprehensible 
than such manoeuvring usually is, but I was in¬ 
formed by th(jse who were capable of judging, that 
in this instance they really were altogether without 
meaning. Kegimont after regiment inarched past, 
the men swinging their arms regularly as they moved, 
and trying to persuade themselves they were British 
grenadiers. At all events the band was playing that 
tune. Suddenly the music changed ; they struck up 
a lively* polka, and a number of little boys in a sort of 
penwiper costume, clasping one another like civil hied 
ladies and gentlemen, began to caper about, after 
which they went through .various antics that sur- 
passtid even the wildest notions of our highly civil¬ 
ized community: all this while the troops were 
manoeuvring as vehemently as ever, and the boys 
were dancing as fantactically; and the whole thing 
was so eminently ridiculous and looked so very like 
a farce, that it was difficult to maintain that dignified 
and sedate appearance which was expected from the 
spectators of a scene so imposing. 

Jimg alone looked for no expressions of surprise 
or admiration from us, but was evidently disap¬ 
pointed and cliagrined ate the inferiority of liis own 
soldiers to those he had seen in Europe and amongst 
our Indian troops. He could indeed point with 
pride to the stalwart bearing and soldierlike appear¬ 
ance of his men, but he had seen “ the Guards ” 
reviewed, he had been present at an inspection bf 

L 2 
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15,000 of thu Frencli army at Vei'suillos, aiul ho 
seemed luilf iisliiimed of the display we were witness¬ 
ing, notwithstiindiiig our eflorts to comfort him hy 
telling him that we had little thought the art of war 
was ,so lar advanced in the wild valleys and rocky 
mountains of Ncpaul. 
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Distinpiisliinj; featiiros of the races of Ncpaiil—The Ohorkas — 
CdiKluest hy them of Knt.nuiiHlu — Maiiileiinnce of the Ke)»aul 
army — Bherm Sindh’s monument — A feast at the minister’s—' 
We hid him adieu — Ascent of tlic Slieopoori — Mapiificent view 
of the ^Himalayas from its summit. 


The grand review over, we availed ourselves of the 
opportunity to inspect the regiments composed of 
men recruited in some of the most distant provinces 
of Ecpaul. They bore in their countenances little 
rcseiublancc cither to the Ghorkas or Ifewars, Wo 
examined their faces, and tried to imagine what sort 
of a looking country was likely to produce this sort 
of a lookijig man. A regiment of dark-visaged stal¬ 
wart Ghorkas would march past, followed by a dimi¬ 
nutive, race from' the north-western frontier, little, 
ill-made, and aboininiibly ugly. The same cast of 
countenance was prevalent throughout the regiments 
that had been recruited there; all the men had the 
same high cheek-bones, or wide mouths, or whatever 
their peculiarity might he. The insignificant Newars 
looked i^jcstic hy the side of these men, while 
in their turn their own strong Chinese charaeterlsties 
were thrown completely into the shade by some 
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regiment froDi +lie north-east, almost i>uro Bootyan 
or Mongolian. 

There are not, however, many Newars employed 
a.s soldiers,! and the army is chiefly composed of 
Muggurs, Gurungs, and Krats. Tliese tribes dilTer 
only in their religion, acoording as it combines in a 
greater or less degree the superstitions of the Hindoo 
■woisliip with those of Bhuddism. But none of 
these races diflered from one another more com¬ 
pletely than did the Ghorka from them all; he was 
the only man among them born to be a soldier, and 
he looked with contempt upon the mongi'el races 
that surrounded him. 

The country from which he himself originally 
sprang is nevertheless a matter of speculation; he 
certainly is not of trans-Himalayan origin, but no 
doubt the ^omfortable life he leads in Nepaid pre¬ 
vents his caring to inquire whence he came. The 
Bajah claims descent from the Rajput princes. The 
capital town of the country from which they de¬ 
scended into the valley of Ncpaul is Ghorka, situated 
about fifty miles westward of Katmandu. The 
Ghorkas Inwl already possessed .themselves of tlic 
whole territory to the westward for some hundred 
of miles until their border touched the klirgdom of 
Eunjeit Singh and the vale of Cashmere; they then 
turned their conquering arms eastward in 1716, and, 
overrunning the valleys of the Newars, their progi-ess 
was oifly arrested on' the Sikkim frontier. 

The conquest of the valley of Katmandu was at¬ 
tended with circumstances of the greatest barbarity; 
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thousands of tlie inhabitants were starvad to death by 
the Ghorka King, Pritlii Naraim. There were then 
in Ncpaul a few Christiana, converted by a Jesuit 
mission. I’hese wore all compelled to fly the country, 
some t^ing refuge in Thibet, others crassing our 
frontier and settling at IJettiali, where a Christian 
community at present exists. Not long'after he had 
conquered Ncpaul, the Ghorka monarch oi-gan- 
ized ’an expedition into Tartary, which was so sig¬ 
nally successful that the H’Lassa Government was 
obliged to treat on humiliating conditions. Tliis 
advantage was followed, in defiance of the treaty, 
by another invasion, which rvas^only arrested by the 
forces of the Emperor, who, liaving heard of the 
violent proceedings in this distant part of his 
dominions, sent an army of 70,000 men to oppose 
tlie Ghorka invaders, who were completely over¬ 
whelmed and obliged to retreat. The Chinese fol¬ 
lowed the retiring force across their own frontier, and 
not until they had reached the valley of Noyakot, 
eighteen miles from Katmandu, did they consent 
to treat.for peace, which was now humbly sued for 
by the Ghorka Kin^ 

Not satisfied wit8||j|^ng as soldiers in their own 
country, the Ghori^® have offered their services to 
the Indian Governi%c!|it, and two of its fine^ regi¬ 
ments are composed of soldiers of this race. 

No European, as far as I could learn, Iras ever yet 
penetrated to their city, which however can con¬ 
tain no object of very great attraction, since it must 
want those Chinese peculiarities which render. Kat- 
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mandu andt- Patn so interesting, and must more 
nearly resemble tbe largo eities df tlic plains. It has 
a large population, is well built and fortified, and is 
situated on a commanding eminence. 

The Ncpaul army is maintained partly by the 
suite, the men being in ^somc instances paid out of 
the treasury, but more frequently by an assignment 
of land to eacb man called a jaghirc. They are 
thus remunerated at the expense of the Newars, 
who are the cultivators of the soil and Avere the 
original proprietors. Hence Ncpaul is a warlike 
state, not merely from the natural disposition of its 
Ghorka conquerors, but from the inducements held 
out to them to become soldiers. 

What would our grumbling agricultural population 
say to having soldiers billeted in each village, and 
living on the fat ol' the land? d’ho Newars say, 
“ Take away the army and give us free tradethe 
farmers in England say, “Keep up the army and 
take away free trade.” 

The minister told us of out-stations at which 
different regiments were posted, and wanted us to 
believe that the standing army of Nepauf exceeded 
25,000 men. Evciy male is|j|liged to serve in the 
army for a year, and it require great interest to be 
allow^ to remain above that period, so eagerly is 
the profession of arms sought after. 

Immediately facing the parade-ground stands the 
famous monument built by Bhecm Singh, one of the 
most eminent prime ministers tliat Nepaul has ever 
Kcn, and Avhp has left behind him proofs of his 
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gr(?atncss in the jnany ■works, both usefwl and oriui- 
incntal, -which ho, erected. 

Two winged lions guard the chief bridge over the 
Bhagmutty, by which Katmandu is approached, 
and pronounce Bhecm Singh its builder. Numerous 
t(nnples and handsome pa\{ices are adorned in like 
manner, but the monument above mentioned is the 
mo.st remarkable memorial of his greatness, and is 
the cliief ornament of the city. The people are 
deservedly proud of this its distinguishing mark, 
for, except as minarets, single columns are unknown 
in India, and in this rdspect their mountain capital 
can boldly challenge a comparison with the proudest 
city of the plains. The monument resembles in 
shape a portable telbse/)pe fully drawn out, and rears 
its head to a height of nearly 200 feet above the 
.sumauiding houses. The Minister Sahib contended 
that*it was higher than the monument of London. 
Thi.<, as in duty bound, 1 patriotically denied; but 
whitth of us was led into error by partiality for our 
respective, countries I am not prepared to say. The 
Muhila Sahib accompanied us to the siunmit, whence 
■vtm had a most imigniflceajyiricw. Looking do'wn 
into the city beneath u.s, J^||puld discern the turn¬ 
ing of every iftrrow street,’ the j)alaces situated in 
the midst of gardens, the hovels in the midst of 
dunghills, though I arn bound to say tliat the former 
preponderated in number, and the houses of the 
city were for the most part substantial and well 
built. Some of these streets frere now crowded with 
a -motley multitude, returning home from the 
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review, tlie‘ bright uniforms mixing nmongsl lliem 
a« the soldiers joined their liunilies after being dis¬ 
missed parade, or here and there marched in eomp.i- 
nies back to tlie barnieks. Officers wok' scamjxiring 
down streets on pniies, dragging along tlie horse¬ 
boys, who were holding on by their tails. All this 
the Miiliila Saliib pointed out with much affiibility. 
Had he been the man to seize a go<Kl opjxortuuity, 
that was the moment to give Jung a push o\er the 
low paiapet; but the Mahila Sahib is a man without 
decision of character; so we all descended, and he 
allow('d the minister to reach the bottom his own 
way. We then proceeded with Jtmg to his resi¬ 
dence, there to partake of a farewell feast. The 
raniage in which we were driving was one 1 liad 
seen biought over the mountain passes on men’s 
shoulders in detached portions; and this emanation 
from Long-Acre was to be trimdled for the rest of 
its existence along the three or four miles of carriage- 
road which the valley of Ncpaul can boast. Our 
way lay through narrow lanes, walled in by the 
enclosures of different rich men’s suburban mSidcnces, 
and the prolific orang^trccs drooped their luscious 
fruit over the garden iffels for the benefit of any one 
who chose to pick them, as they htmg temptingly 
ovei-head. Jung showed us his horticultural aiTangc>- 
mchts with no little pride. His house is situated in 
thc/snidst of gardens, adorned with fountains and 
and he informed us that upon one aque- 
‘alone he liad cxjtended 30,000^. The garden 
in its infancy, and, notwithstanding the great 
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formality with wliich it was laid out, l>3i fair to do 
credit to Jung’s taste and industry. In one direc¬ 
tion the guldens extend to the river side, where he 
has built some handsome baths, not liir distant from 
which, and at one comer of his grounds, stands a 
fbur-turreted building, inhabited by tlu^ Eanee of 
Lahore, who has taken refuge from the English 
under the hospitable roof of Jung Ealiadoor. Here 
tlxis extraordinary woman loads a secluded life, 
rarely venturing outside her doors, and never giving 
any one a chance of judging for themselves of her 
rumoured beauty. Slio is, no doubt, meditating 
some bold design worthy of tlic heroism she has 
proved herself to possess, lor she is said still to retain 
hope where hope is surely forlorn. 

We liad not on this occasion walked a whole day 
over Nepaul roads, as was the case when last we 
dined with Jung; consequently, when his feast was 
set before us, we did not do justice to it. Perhaps 
our appetites were spoiled by the parting which was 
about to take place, for we were not to see his Ex¬ 
cellency any more, and to part from the prime 
minister of Nepaul is not like parting from any 
other man. Even were he only a casual acquaint¬ 
ance, it would cause a different feeling from that of 
bidding adieu to one who was to lead a peaceable 
life, and in aU probability die in his bed; but wftn 
the chances are strongly against either of these sup¬ 
positions, and when the friend whom you are Icavftg 
‘is a man of so interesting a character, the possessor 
of such great talents and of so many amiable quali- 
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ties, oiKi with whom you liave journeyed and hunted 
and undergone all sorts of adventures and witnessed 
all sorts of scenes, and who lias on all occasions 
proved himself a kind friend, an liospitalde liost, and 
an agrcinilih; companion, it is anything but pleasant 
to look iipon him lin- the last time. Doubtless, in 
the early years ol' his yet uncivilized, life, Jung Ba- 
hadoor was guilty of great barbarities and crimes, 
but it was war to the knife, and self-defence no less 
than ambition prompted the acts of that bloody 
dnnna. Now he, has jnoved himself a changed 
man, and his bate generous and humane conduct 
might well read a useful lesson to many in the 
civilized societies in which he learnt to bo what he 
now is, since he d(.)cs not I'ear to change a line of 
conduct when its error is palpable. 

J’hc time at length arrived when we were com¬ 
pelled to bid .adieu to this extraordinary man, whose 
future career is a matter of such vast importance to 
the. country ho rules with almost absolute power. 
Expressing the hope that the day might yet come 
when 1 should meet him in my own country, I took 
leave of my kind-hearted but perilously-situated 
enterhiiner as I would of a friend in a galloping 
consumption. 

During my whole stay in Ncpaul the weather 
hlft been unusually foggy, and the snowy range 
only displayed its wonders now and then. On 
raKi day following the review the sky was un- 
^®^ded; I therefore' resolved to ascend the Shco-' 
poori, a mountain which rises to a height of 2000 
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iiU)V(; the valley, and from which i* was said a 
jiiost inagnKimit view of the snowy range is ob- 
laiiu'd. The ascent conuuenced at a distance o£five 
miles from the Kesidency, and was very fiitiguing 
Ji'oiti the t<jtid absence of any path, tlie steejmess of 
some part of it, and the thi(;k jungle through wliich 
we had to push oui' way. It occupied two hours’ 
stiif climbing li)r (jue in pretty good mountain con¬ 
dition,' hut no fiitigue seems too great if it is re¬ 
warded by a good view; and there is no pro.spect so 
cln'cring to the mountain tiavcllev as that of an un¬ 
clouded sky, with the summit ol‘ the hill lie is 
ascending in clear relief against it 

At la«t we reached the shoulder, Irom whence 1 
had a peep that matTe me long for more, but, deter¬ 
mined not to sphl the effect, T pushed resolutely on 
after my guide through a low scrubby jungle, along 
a barely perceptible wiwdcutreu’s path, until the 
crisp snow crmiching beneath our feet betokened 
‘our great elevation. I was glad to halt for a mo¬ 
ment and cool my month with the snow, a luxury I 
had not experienced for years. 

A few yards more and we gained the summit; a 
sort of shed, tho residence of some departed holy 
man, marked tho highest point, upwards of GOOD 
feet above the sea. 

A keen sharp wind whistled about the ruin as I 
jumped on to a half broken-down wall in order to 
look over the low bushes which surrounded me. 
•From this position a panorama, in*every respect 
as magnificent as it was wonderful, stretched 
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itself, if I dnay so speak, as avcU aR>ve as below 
me. Northward, and not thirty miles distant, the 
Himalayas reared their heaven-piercing summits, 
peak succeeding peak, and crag succeeding crag, far 
as the eye eould reach, from east to west a glittering 
chain, while here and there the light clouds which 
hung upon its rocks and precipices became thinned, 
till they vanished altogether, or, rising in demser 
masses from some dark valley, obscured the- lower 
portions of the range, only to give relief to the sum¬ 
mits and elevate them in appearance—an aid they 
little needed, for the height of the lowest level of 
the chain is upwards of 15,000 feet, d^ut it was 
not the actual height of tlic various peaks, nor the 
masses of glistening snow which clothed them, 
brightly redecting the rays of an almost vertical sun, 
and tinted by the most brilliant hues, that was the 
chief cause of wpnder and admiration. It was the 
sharpness of the horizon-line against the serene clear 
sky which displayed precipices and crags of incon¬ 
ceivable grandeur, the overhanging peak looking 
down some thousands of feet upon the lower part 
of the range. Had it been possible to calculate 
upon such a stupendous scale, I felt I'wiis gazing 
at sheer precipices 6000 or 8000 feet in depth, 
for the descent from 25,000 to, 15,000 feet Avas 
not gradual, but the whole line was cragged and 
notched upon a scale of unsurpassable magnifieence 
and grandeur. 

The Dawal^iri, the highest mountain in the, 
world, and 28,700 feet above the level of the sea, 
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■was as ■worthy a termination of the chain at one end 
as its rival, the Kinchin Jung, ■was at the other; 
while not ten leagues distant, and completely tower¬ 
ing above me, the Gosaln Than reared its gigantic 
head, tlie third highest in this mighty barrier. 

Turning ll:om this maryellous scene, I looked 
down upon the placid valley of NepauL* Its four 
rivers appeared like silver threads, winding their 
way amidst rich cultivation to swell the waters of 
the parent llhagmutty. Blooming and verdant, the 
populous plain lay embosomed in lofty mountains, 
shut out* as it were from the cares of the world. 
It seemed, a Paradise on earth, ^ with an approach 
to heaven of its own along the summit of the Gosain 
Thun. 

I viewed with interest a country on which 
Euroj»can foot had never- tj-od, and my eye ranged 
over bleak hills enclosing fertile valleys, into which 
toi-rents first flung themselves -wildly, tlien, flowing 
sedately through to the other end, dashed away 
again behind rocks and hills jumbled masses 

broken country, wlrich musnp^e afforded mag¬ 
nificent scenery as it gradually swelled into the 
towering mountains of the Emodus. 

A distant hill was pointed aort to me as that on 
which the city of Ghorka Avtis pei-ohcd, a fitting 
residence for the wild race to whom it gives birth. 
My guide also showed me tire road to the mysterious 
capital of H’Lassa, winding through rocky , glens, 

• passable only for the droves of she^ that traverse 
those mountain defiles, a journey of twenty days in 
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the \epa.ul«l(.)minioiis; but liow far from the; frou- 
tier lay tlie city of the Grand Lama the guide did 
not kirow. 

The valley of Noyakot is about ciglitoen miles 
distant from Katmandu, and was visited some years 
ago by Prince Waldcmar of Prussia and his party. 
It does not offer much attraction to the traveller, 
and as I looked into it from the top of Shcopoori 
I thought it hardly worth the trip. Not so exten¬ 
sive as tliat in which Katmandu is situated, it lies 
lower and is very fertile. Its climate is much 
warmer and not so healthy. Looking up the valley 
of Nepaul, I coidd distinguish at its liirther end, 
twelve miles distant from the pre.sent capibil, the 
ancient Newar city of Bliatgong, the second in 
importance in the days when Patn was the first. It 
ha.s now fallen into much the same dismantled state 
as its old rival, while it looked much more pictu¬ 
resque, standing as it docs on a commairding emi¬ 
nence, terraced with rich rice-fields. The Duibar is 
a line old building, cliaracteristic of the architecture 
of the country, arid the town contains many ancient 
Ncwiir buildings of much interest. 

But the valley of Nepaul, and die wild mountains 
of Ghorka, and the‘dashing rivers and the rocky 
glens, all sank into insignificance when I returned 
once more irresistibly fascinated by the wonders 
which; the snowy chain seemed to exhibit aneiv 
eve^WIBomcnt, as clouds cleared away from off the 
fri^pul preei||kes, or laid bare liugc craggy peaks. 
FoP'an hour did I gaze upon this incomparable 
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sceao, as upon one which the experience of a life¬ 
time can seldom boast, for, though 1 was prepared by 
an alpine experience in Europe, and had stretched 
iny imagination to the utmost in my anticipations of 
wliat would be the appearance of the highest moiui- 
tiiins in the world, I could,never have conceived— 
far le.ss is it possible for me to describe—tke scene I 
beheld from the summit of Sheopoori. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


A visit to the Minister’s brothers — Dexterity of Colonel Dhcro Shuni 
Shore — vSeenes ibr lovers of the Fancy—Adieu t-o Nepaul — The 
view from the summit of the Chandeniagiri pass — The sceneiy of 
Kepaul — The pass of Bhimphede— Night quai'ters. 


It was out of the question ray leaving Katmandu 

without paying a larewell visit to the Minister’s two 

younger brothers, Juggut and Colonel Dhere Shiun 

Shore, so I hurried ovoj in the afternoon to their 

house, which was situated in the centre of the town. 
' . ■* * . . . 

On my road I met them driving in a buggy, the 

onTy one ol' which the town could boast, and, as it is 
not considered infra dig. in Katmandu to go three 
in a gig, I jumped in between them, and we were 
soon tearing along the narrow street at a most reck¬ 
less pace, and finally pulled up in a small square, 
where a great crowd seemed to be waiting for some¬ 
thing to take place. A Katmandu crowd doubtless 
possessed the same instinct in this respect that crowds 
in civilized parts of the world do, and, as it proved, 
they were quite right in their expectations, for the 
exhibition which almost immediately Ibllowed was 
well worth seeing. The Colonel said he had some¬ 
thing to show us, but we could perceive nothing ©ut 
of the common except a huge bull buffiilo, whose 
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liwicl was firmly lashed to a stake fixed* iu the eourt- 
yard, so tliat it touched it from his forelieud to 
his nose; he was theu hlindloldcd, Ids legs were 
planted some distance apart, and ho stood snorting at 
his confined position. Meantime we had jumped out 
of the buggy, the young (Joloncl, stripping himself 
of all superfluous clothing, had grasped a “ korali,” 
or native sword, and, first laying the keen edge of it 
gently upon the exposed neck of the buffalo, he drew 
himself to his full height, and raised his korah high 
above his head. Every muscle extended, every fibre 
strained, he sciomed to conccutrate his strength in a 
wonderful inaniier Into that Ugw which was at one 
stroke to sever the extended neck of tlic buffalo. 
Down came the sword with sweeping force. I looked 
eagerly for the result; when suddenly his hand was' 
arrested midway, and with a look of vexation the 
Colonel let off the steam he laid got .up for the occa¬ 
sion, as he pointed to one of^^io buffalo’s legs ; it had 
been moved an inch inwa^Mfcjnd tliat was sufficient 
to cause the failure of the^ttation. Three or four 
times did this occur, and it'^bmed essentially neecs- 
.saiy to the success of the feat that the legs of the 
animal should be perfectly stationary in a particular 
position. How little was the buffalo aware that each 
movement he made prolonged his life some seconds I 
I could not help drinking that there was a strong 
resemblance, between his position and that of Jung, 
for decidedly the only chance the Minister has of his 
life is to keep continually moving. At last down 
came the korah with crushing force, and passed rig||| 

H 2 



164 


JOUIINJCY TO KATMANDU. 


Chap. XIV. 


through• the iuuinurs nock: the headless trunk tot¬ 
tered for a second, and then fell heavily over. 

I was hoiTifled at seeing a second buffalo brought 
up for slaughter, and iny horror was greatly increased 
when I understood that 1 was expected to exercise 
my skill u]k>u it. This Otffcr I declined as politely 
as I could, accepting from the young Colonel, as a 
remembrance of his dexterity and strength, the 
korah with which he liad performed this extraordi¬ 
nary feat. 

Wc next adjourned to another court-yard, which 
was surrounded with bulldogs and temers of every 
description,—a collection woi-thy the most ardent 
votary of the Fancy. Two magnificent%ams, which 
were tied up in the comers of the yard, a(X)n after 
showed us that a sport existed in Ncpaul unknown 
as yet to ‘ Bell’s Life.’ No sooner were these ani¬ 
mals untied thtm they dashed at one another witli 
the utmost fury; the violence of the slrock caused 
tlie combatants to recoil, and it was a matter of asto¬ 
nishment to us that thejr, brains were not dashed out. 

The whole fight consisted in their being separated 
and then let go at one another again. This conti¬ 
nued without any apparent advantage on either side 
until we l;Jiought that they had inflicted punish¬ 
ment eaiough on one another for our amusement, and 
then they were both tied up, and left to meditate 
upon their splitting headaches and to scowl at one 
another across the yard. ^ 

We walked through the Colonel’s house, and found 
iViis drawing-room the usual collection erf" theatrical 
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prints and portraits of opera-dancers, mixed up with 
tJiose of old statesmen, which he seemed to tliink 
pedectly natural, and no doubt he fancies he has 
good reason lor so thinking. There were also a piano 
and some European luxuries strangely mingled with 
barbarous inventions. , 

In leaving these two excellent young'raen, I bade 
•adieu to the hist of my fellow-travellers from Ceylon. 
My •especial favourite of them, all was Colonel Dhere 
Slium Shore, whose thoroughly frank and amiable 
disposition endeared him to every one, while his 
courage and daring commanded universal respect. 
I know of no one 1 would rather liave by my side 
in a row dian the young Colonel, .and his brother 
.lung evidently tlfbught so too when he chose him to 
assist in the eapture of the conspirators in the attempt 
upon his life. Cheerful and lively^ his merry laugh 
might be heard in the midst of a knot of his ad¬ 
mirers, to whom he was relating some amusing anec- 
«dote, while his shrewd remarks were the result of 
keen observation, and proved('& intellect to be bv 
no means of a low order. 

His elder brother Jugg^'llftss fat, lazy, and good 
tempered, but wanting the enei-gy of his brothers. 
These two are tlie, youngest members of the family, 
and are devotedly attached to, Jung, 

Mounting oim ponies ,|jt an early hour on the fol¬ 
lowing morning, we bade adieu to the Eesidency and 
its hospitable inmates, and cantered along narrow 
lanes bordered by hedges of prickly pear, and roughly 
paVed witli large stones: sometimes we passed, b^ 
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tween steep banks over gently .swelling hills terraced 
to their summits, and reminding me strongly of a vine- 
growing country. 

Soon the road became more broken, and, on gain¬ 
ing the top of a steep hill, we took our last view <il‘ 
the valley of Katmandu before commencing the ascent 
o[‘ the precipitous (lhandemagiri. From this point 
we gazed with indescribable delight on the valley so 
peculiar if not unrivaled in its beauty: its conipact 
red-brick villages or straggling houses, which, with 
their quaintly-carved gables, clustered up the hill 
sides; its sacred groves containing numerous vene¬ 
rated shrines in picturesque proximity to the clear 
streams that gushed down Irom the neighbouring 
hills; its ancient cities, whose dismantled walls 
enclosed the ruined tenements of a departed race; 
the richly-cultivated knolls, the Chinese pagodas, 
the Bhuddist dagobas on the banks of the sacred 
Bliagmutty, the narrow but substantially-built brick 
bridges by which it was spanned, continually tra^' 
versed by an industrious population;—all these ob¬ 
jects formed a picture, “ with all the freshness and 
glory of a dream,” to whidi the towering monument of 
Bheem Singh in the far distance, while it indicated 
the position of the capital of this favoured vale, was 
a fitting centre. 

At Thankote, eight milt| from Katmandu, we dis- 
.mounted, and commenced in earnest the ascent of the 
Chandernagiri. Itw the steepest pass on either of the 
ros ^^ hy which the valley of Nepaul is entered, and 
fc^^t reason seems generally chosen by the natives, 
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who would not for the world miss the pleasure of 
toiling up an almost inaccessible mountain. They 
certainly cannot be accused of neglecting the oppor¬ 
tunities their country affords them for strengthening 
the muscles of their legs. The traveller had need to 
have his shins cased if hg intends to climb a hill 
with a Newar mountaineer, for the patlf is so steep 
that the hillmen, as they clamber up, frequently dis¬ 
lodge stones, which come tumbling down upon those 
behind. However, 1 should have despised the blows 
from the stones, and should not liavc cared for the 
fatigue 'of the rugged Ascent, if, on reaching the 
summit of the (lliandemagiri, 1 had been rewarded 
with the view wliich it commands in clear weather. 

Colonel Kirkpafrick thus describes this glorious 
scene as it burst upon him in all its magnificence:— 
“From hence the eye not only expatiates on the 
waving valley of Kepa^jjs^Kautifully and thickly 
dotted with villages an(||M||dantly checquered with 
^ch fields fertilized by meandering streams, 

but also embmees on side a wide expanse of 
charming and diversifiOT country. It is the land¬ 
scape in front, however, that most powerfully attracts 
the attention—the scenery in this direction rising 
to an ampliitheatre, and exhibiting to the dqlighted 
view the cities and numberless temples of the valley 
below, the stupendous mountain of Sheopoori, the 
still supertowering Jib Jibia, clothed to its snow¬ 
capped peak with pendulous forests, and finally the 
gigantic Himalch, forming the majestic background 
to this wonderful and sublime picture.” 
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This majestic background was now concealed 
behind a dense bank of clouds, and the prospect was 
bounded by Sheopoori. 

The snowy range is the 'most striking leatnre in 
Nepaul scenery, and the most important element in 
its composition, since the effect produced by the 
grandeur ol its stupendous summits is probably un¬ 
equalled. 

It would lx; hardly lair to compare the valley in 
which Katmandu -is situated with any other part of 
the world, since it is so peculiar in its characteristics 
and totally unlike the rest of the Nepaul dominions; 
but, standing on the summit of Chandemagiri, 
and looking over the mountainous district which 
stretched away to the south, and across which our 
road lay, we could not but be struck by the bleak 
appearance of the mountains, neither desolate nor 
rugged enough to possess the majesty of a bold and 
sublime solitude, nor sufficiently wooded and popu¬ 
lous to exhibit that solitCT' and more anunating cha¬ 
racter which in the scenery of Switzerland is no less 
charming than its grandeur is imposing. Of course 
this does not apply to all Nepaul; the lower ranges 
are more woody, the valleys more sunny and fertile, 
but there is a lamentable want of water throughout. 
I do not remember ever to have seen so much 
as a horse-pond in Nepaul, or a single waterfall 
of any magnitude: the traveller will therefore 
probably be disappointed in the scenery, until he 
reaches the Chandemagiri, when indeed he must 
be difficult to please if he is not fascinated by 
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the view of the valley^it his feet, \i»suq)assed in 
the .singular character of its beauty, and of the moun¬ 
tains beyond it, unparalleled by any in the whole 
world. 

Wc followed the course of the stream down the 
mountain and along the vajley of Chitlong, until we 
reached the foot of the Bhimphedc pass, Wien, strik¬ 
ing into the path by which we had entered Ncpaul, 
wc toiled up it, reaching the summit just before 
sunset, when we were dclighteil by the farewell 
view of the snowy mountains which we obtained at 
this point. The upper edge of the curtain of clouds 
had now become slightly lowey, allowing a single 
2 >(;ak to show itself. Gilded by the rays of the 
declining sun, it shbne out in stipng relief, like some 
unusual phenomenon; and as we gazed upon it 
high in the heavens we found it difficult to believe 
that it was part of Abe earth we stood on, and. felt 
almost inclined to agree with the faithful, who 
throughout India regard this heaven-piercing sum¬ 
mit as the centre of the universe, around which the 
sun, moon, and stars perfonn their courses, the sacred 
and mysterious Mount Menou. 

Gradually the bright crimson rays of the setting 
sun began to fade, and reminded us that we had to 
make a long descent ere we could reach the tent 
pitched at the bottom for our reception; and our 
former experience had taught us that the Bhimphede 
pass was not th(5 most plaasant road in the world on 
which to be benighted. So we hurried on at the 
risk of our necks, the loose ston^ rolling down 
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before us, a»d rendering our footing anything but 
safe in the growing darkness. 

When we reached the foot of the mountain our 
servants met us with torches and guided us to the 
tent; and as we spread our dinner upon a rickety old 
bedstead, which, wonderful to relate, this out-of-the- 
way villagb supplied, wm came to the conclusion 
that there were many worse lodgings in the world 
than the snug little single-poled tent at the old 
Nowar village of Bhimphede. 
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chap™ XV. 

A (lilemm.a at Bisoleah — Ignominious exit from the Nepaul domi¬ 
nions.— The resources and capabilities of Nepaul—Articles of 
import from Thibet .and Chinese Tartiuy—A vision of the 
future. 

At Bliinfphedewc remounted our elephant, following, 
us before, the valley of the llapti to Hetowra, thenee 
through the great saul forest to Bisoleah, where we 
expected to find our palanquins. In this we were not 
disappointed; hut unfortunately our hearers, tired of 
waiting for us at so uninteresting a spot, had thought 
themselves justilied in ahsconding; which proceed¬ 
ing, while it was a considerahlc saving to us in a 
pecuniary point of view, was particularly, imnoying 
under existing circiunsta^pes, the day being far arl- 
vanced and Segowly st^‘||arty miles distant. How¬ 
ever, by dint of a gjjp^l'deal of threatening, and 
coaxing, and bribing^Jpd a very frequent use of the 
magic name of the Minister Sahib, who, we assured 
them, would take into his especial favour every 
coolie that volunteered for our service, and would 
visit with his heavy displeasure all those who 
refused, we induced a sufficient number of men to 
agree to bear our empty palanquins. Unloading* 
two ponies, which were carrying cotton, we put our 
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luggiige on* one, riding the other by turns, and so, 
one of us sitting on a rough sack without bridle or 
stirraps, the other walking by his side, we marched 
out of the village and across the; open plain of the 
Terai. We were soon after Iclt in darkness, and, 
Ijecoming separated from our palanquins, as was to 
be expected, we lost our way, and wandered for 
some time disconsolately over the grassy plain, imtil 
at length, stumbling upon a village, we procured a 
guide and overtook the bearers a litth' beyond the 
Nepaul frontier. Ere we reached it, however, wo 
were obliged to traverse numerous streams, which 
wo crossed riding double on our pony. Altogether 
we made our exit from Nepaul in very different 
stylo from that in which we had entered it, and 
were not a little glad to arrive at Sf^gowly shortly 
before dawix. 

The journey from Katmandu to Segowly can 
scarcely l)e accomplished in less than three days and 
three nights, not on account of the distance, but of 
the frightfully bad roads, which quite preclude the 
{xissibility of travelling faster than at the rate of two 
miles an hour. . • 

There is scarcely a coimtry in the world in which 
tlu! state of the roads is so much to be lamented, 
since, apart from the benefit whiem would accrue to 
Nepaul itself, wc tpo should be gainers, by having 
not only the valuable productions of Nepaul brought 
to our markets, but also those of the more distant 
^iibet, which arc always precious from their intrin- 
||i value, and the cost of which is at present greatly 
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incroasecl by reason of tlie expensive journey aeross 
tJie Nepaulese hills in addition to the transit of the 
Himalayas. 

'J’he Terai is at present the only part of the Ne- 
paul dominions which is profitable from the revenue 
yielded by its productions. Valuable timber and 
turpentine, ivory and hides, arc shipped* down the 
Boori Gundak, on which river Segowly is situated, 
to Calcutta; still the cost of a government licence lor 
cutting timber is so heavy as in a gi-eat measure to 
deter speculators fron^^a^aging in an undertaking 
in whick so consithj^Plg an outlay is demanded, 
exclusive of the ex^ll^ses attendant on the felling 
and transport of the* timber. Besides the saul the 
Terai contains ebony, mimosa, and other useful trees. 

The trade in hides is not, us I have alrctuly I’e- 
marked, c;arried out to the extent it is capable of. 
But in spite of all these drawbacks, the Terai alone, 
of all the Nepaul dominions, can be looked upon by 
tlie British as offering a profitable field for trade and 
commercial speculations. 

Nevertheless, the interior of Nepaul contains pro¬ 
ductions far more valuable than those of the Terai. 
Its mineral resources are such a|. would in all proba¬ 
bility, if properly developed, render, their mountain¬ 
ous, and in some*' parts barren country, one of the 
richest in the world. Iron, lead, copper, and zinc 
mines abound,, and arc in fact worked but, from all 
I could learn, so very badly, that,, even did their roads 
allow of the export of the metals, it is to be ques^ 
tioned whether, without the application of a better 
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system, onmgh metal could be obtained to do more 
than supply the home demand. 

However that may be, there is no doubt of the 
existence of these mines, and, if ever there were toler¬ 
able roads, the necessary skiU for working them 
would doubtless follow.. So backward are the Nc- 
paidese in their treatment of minerals, that they 
cannot smelt lead; the fact of their beating cannon¬ 
balls into shape proves their incapacity to cast iron, 
unless it results from a peculiarity of the ore, so fre¬ 
quent in India, which. Instead of yielding cast-iron 
at once when reduced in the usual way, gives wootz 
—a condition of iron closely allied to steel, ductile 
but not fusible. Of this I had no opportunity of 
judging. 

Ncpaul also possesses mines of sulphur, and, it is 
said, of antimony; whether this latter is found 
in the country does not seem certain; it is, how¬ 
ever, an article of import from Thibet. Amongst 
other minerals are corundum, figure-stone, anfl talc; 
and amongst the present exports from the interior of 
Nepaul may be noticed turmeric, wax, honey, rosin, 
pepper, cardamums: all these, however, are exported 
in but small quantitl^, owing partly to the difficulty 
of transport, and partly to the wan^qf enterprise and 
capital in a nation thoroughly ignorant of all mer¬ 
cantile transactions. 

It is much to be regretted that no European is 
now allowed to settle in Ncpaul; for its many 
latent resources must remain undiscovered, or at 
least imdeveloped, until the present blind policy of 
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its government is changed, when British enterprise 
and British capital introduces a new era in its com¬ 
mercial existence, which will doubtless prove no 
less profitable to the country itsell' than to the 
capitalist. 

Of the immense expanse of country lying in a 
north-westerly direction towards CashmeA we know 
nothing, save by report, and that is not always to be 
trusted. The Minister told me that, in a province 
three days' journey liom the capital in that direc¬ 
tion, sufficient horses were bred to supply the wants 
ol' the whole country. That seemed perlcctly pos¬ 
sible, considering how limited w the demand in this 
respect; but, on our homeward journey, we passed 
a drove of upward!? of two hundred long-backed, 
spindle-legged colts, going up to Katmandu, and that 
did not seem exactly corroborativSibf th(S||finistcr’s 
assertion. 

But, whatever may be its capabilities as regards 
horses, it doubtless possesses many resources ; but it 
is not on the prcxluctions of Nepaul alone tliat the 
European speculator would calculate, but on the rare 
and precious merchandise of Thibet and the northern 
provinces of China—such as the miledo, or exqui¬ 
sitely soft material fabricated from the wool of the 
celebrated shawf-goat, itself a rare and valuable 
animal; and the chowrlcs or tails of a peculiar spe¬ 
cies of bullock inhabiting the snowy regions, at pre¬ 
sent an article of export from the hill states in the 
north-west provinces of India, and extensively used 
throughout the continent as fly-flappers. 
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Miisk, pivsciiml from tlic iuii.sk-(loer, is a most 
valuable artielc ol' commerce, and the present tnale 
is exceedingly lucrative; ol' very inctinsiderablc 
bulk, and of great intrinsic wortli, it is one of the 
lew things that can be, im})ortcd into India with a 
prolit. It there letches enoritauis prices; a small 
musk necklace, whieli I .saw in tiro po.«se.s.sion of the 
Minister, and wlilch certainly was not a l(K>t long, 
was valued at 25/. It is very seldom, however; that 
mu.sk can be procured unadulterated, it is not, how¬ 
ever, so much as an ornament, tis a medicine, that we 
should use tills now costly substance. 

But the tnost viilutible })roductions at present im¬ 
ported Horn Thibet are mineral, immense quanti¬ 
ties of salt arc brought over ‘the Himalayas on 
sheep’s backs; gold-dust, Ixirax, suljihur, antimony, 
arsenic, orplment, and medicinal drugs arc also im¬ 
ported into Hepaul. 

The animals which abound in the.se cold regions, 
and wliich might be worth importing, are musk-deer, 
sheep, shawl-goats, (-howric bullocks, liilcons, phea¬ 
sants—in lact, it would be hopeless to attempt to 
enumerate all those productions, animal, vegetable, 
and mineral, which are now scarcely known except 
by name, but which will doubtless some day be 
objects of traffic and commercial enterprise. For 
instance, there are various medicinal (hugs and dyes 
(among which may be mentioned madder and spike¬ 
nard) which are said to exist, but arc now almost 
totally unknown. 

Among the present articles of import are embroi- 
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(iciit's, tafF(.'tas, cliintz, silk, cofi.)ri, cV^tli, carpets, 
cullciy, Siindiilwootl, tobacco, conch-shells, soap, &c. 

Surely it is no very cxf)'uv:io:'iit lliglit of iina- 
dnation to siipp(jsc that the iliiy may yet cornc when 
the unattiiiiiiiblc and iilinost ludiuown productions 
of the trans-llinialayan region.-; .vill be tninsported 
across that iniglity range, in ^^'<‘lI-a]rJ*)intcd car- 
l iages, over inaeadamised inonnialii-pa.sses; and the 
nobkiwork of the scientiiic engii.. will lhu.s super¬ 

sede the Hocks of heavily-laden -o cp, driven L)y un¬ 
civilized and ill-elothed liootj who, “ inipellcd 
by the ^)re(' of cireuinstances o\er which tiny liavc 
no control,” will don their sjuocklrocks find turn 
draymen; when the trav(?lka-, going -to the coach- 
office, l)urbar-squa*c, Katmaiid\i, may book himself 
in tile royal mall lliroiigh to H’Liussa, where, after a 
.short residenc^e at the (irainl Lama Hotel, strongly 
iceoiumended in Murray’s ‘ Handbook for the 
Himalayas,’ he may wrap himself in his fur bukkoo, 
•ind, taking bis .seat in a first-class carriage on the 
-Asiatic Central Ikiilway, whi.sk away to Pekin, 
having previously telegraphed home, via St. Peters¬ 
burg, that he propo.s(« returning through North 
America, and will, therelbrc, prohiibly he detained a 
few hours longer than he hiul anticipatcsl. 

Such a state of things we may not live to see, but 
it is by no means unlikely that ere long a railway 
may run from Caleutta to the nortlicrn li'onticr of 
I3riti.sh India; so that, when Nepaul is thrown open 
to European enterprise, its costly productions will 
he easily and cheaply transported to the nearest port* 

N 
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while the now almost uncivilized Nepaulcse would 
obtain European luxuries unknown to miy of them 
except Jung Baliadoor and his tauellcd suite. 

Nor will the idea of a direct connnuniciiition be¬ 
tween Nepaul and Pekin seem cither so improbable 
or impossible when we (•i-nsider lliat an embassy now 
makes the journey once every live years. It occu¬ 
pies no less tliau two years, including a residence of 
less tlian two months in the capital of the Celestial 
Empire. 1 met two or three Nepattlesc who had 
accomplished the enterprise, and who .spoke; in glow¬ 
ing terms of Pekin, and of the magnificence dis¬ 
played throughout, those portions of the Chinese, 
Empii e which they traversed, as well as of the great 
city of Lassa, and the terrible mountains to be 
cros.sed and the incredible dangers to be overcome. 

The mission is composed of twenty-seven persons, 
and would not be admitted across the frontier of 
China if it consisted of one more or less than the 
stated niunlKU. Tt must ar-rive on the frontier on a 
certain day, and is subject to various ndes and regu¬ 
lations : at the same time every provision is inach; 
by the Chinese lor the comfort of the members of 
the embassy while on their journey. The journey 
from Pekin to Lassa has lately been made by Messrs. 
Hue and Gabet, two French missionaries, and ha.s 
been graphically described by them. 

The Nepaulese look with the greatest awe upon 
their wealthy and liighly-clvilizcd neighbours; but 
Abe Minister, having now lived amongst people more 
warlike and accomplished tlian even the Chinese, 
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regards them with great contempt; and I should not 
be .surprised if, before long, accounts reach us of the 
invasion, by the Ncpaulese, of the northern pro¬ 
vinces of China, when the Minister would bring to 
bear his recently acquired knowledge, and would 
doubtless prove more thaq a nxatch for the rudely- 
equipped Ibrces of his Celestial Maje.sty. 

Tlic Tartar race, liowcver, who would oppose the 
progte-ss of a Nepaul army, are a very different set 
Jfom their tea-drinking countrymen on the southern 
coast. 

But to return from Chinese Tartars to the country 
we had just quitted. The kingdom of Nepaul extends 
lor upwards of three hiap^d miles aloug the southern 
slopes of the HimTila^^W-and is said to contain a 
population of about livi^mlllions. Of these fom- hun¬ 
dred thousand inhabit' ^e valley of Nepatd proper. 
The lands are divided %itu lour classes of tenures— 
first, crown lands; secondly, Kroos or Soona Birtha, 
belonging to Brahmins or Newars; thirdly, Kohriya 
or Bari, barren lands granted for cultivation; and, 
la.stly (and this is the most extensive cla.ss of the 
four), Kaith, in which the proprietor is at all 
charges of tillage, dividing the produce with the 
cultivator. 

The silver coinage of Nepaul is somewhat similar 
to that in use tliroughout British India; in all the 
northern provinces of which, adjoining Nepaul, it 
passes current: the copper coinage is most extensive, 
and consists of shapeless lumps of copper, eighteen 
or twenty of which go to a halfpenny; they are used 
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by tlu^ natiY^js of India in preference to their own 
pice. 

But it is time to take leave of this interesting 
country, witli its snowy mountains and sumiy val¬ 
leys—its ignorant people and enlightened Minister 
—^its bloodstained past a;nd hopeliil future. 1 hsal 
already irichtally whispered my adieu, as, riding be¬ 
hind my companion on the niwboned pony, I cro.ssed 
the boundary stresim; and pleased and interested as 
we had been with our short stay in Nepaul, still we 
could not help regretting that it had not fallen to our 
lot to discover new wonders—to encamp«on the 
shores of the gi’cat lake situated in the distant pro¬ 
vince of Malebum, the citistcncc of wliich was 
vaguely hinted at by my ^Smd Colonel Dlu-vre iShuin 
Shcrc — to explore unviMted mountains, and to 
luxuriate in the nuignificent scenery which they 
must contain; the enjoyment heightened by the 
lecling that we were the first Europeans who had 
penetrated their inhospitable recesses. 
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CHAPTEE XVI. 


Joumcy to Lucknow — Nocturnal disasters — View of the Hima¬ 
layas— Wild-beast fit^hts —Banquet given by the King of Oudh 
— (»raud display of iireworks — Our return to cantonments. 

UNQUESTiONig^ the pleasures of travelling cannot 
be said, to bd^^l&gcthcr unalloyed—a considcratioir 
■which the joufwy from Segowly to Lucknow ir¬ 
resistibly forced upon our minds, how determined 
soever we miglit be to adhere to the traveller’s first 
principle of making the best of everything. We 
left the station about dusk, upon a night in which 
the elements seemed to have combined to cause us 
as much discomfort as possible, and the violence of 
the storm about midniglit compelled us to take shelter 
in every tope of trees we came to, or, as it appeared 
to me,4whevevcr the bearers thought we stood a 
good chance of being struck by the lightning which 
was vividly flashing in most unpleasant proximity. 
The deluge of rain soon made the path so slipped 
that our progress was much retarded, which would not 
have signified had it not happened that every now and 
then my slumbers were most disagreeably disturbed 
by a crash which flattened my nose against the side 
of the palanquin, or produced^ violent shock to 
every part of my body, the effect of a slip oTsome 
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unhappy bcai^r who was himself on the broad of his 
back, and had brought doAvn the palanquin, bearers 
and all, in his tumble. 

This occurred to me no less than lir'c times in one 
night, and the consequence was that my palanquin 
was in even a worse condition than my body; it did 
not possess u single uncracked panel, nor were there 
any means of kt^eping the doors in, far less closed, 
and the cooling influence of the rain wliich pelted 
upon me was only counteracted by the Icvcrish 
anxiety I experienced from the momraitary expec¬ 
tation of feeling the bottom give wayj Avhicl) would 
have inevitably landed nae in the mud in a most de¬ 
plorable condition—as had been the case with every 
book or other loose article about me. 

Daylight, however, revealed a prospect which 
banished at once the remembrance of om nocturnal 
annoyance's. The whole of the Himalayan range, 
tinged by the glowing rays of the rising sun, tlis- 
played to our delighted and astonished gaze its long 
and majestic line of snowy peaks, while the atmos¬ 
phere, cleared by tire night’s heavy rain, brought out 
in bold relief the sharp outline of every point and 
angle from the clear horizon-line of the various 
summits down to where the light morning haze still 
slirouded their base. 

Unotecured by intervening mountains, and tower¬ 
ing high above a sea of mist, well may they impress 
with wonder smd admiration the traveller journeying 
oyer the plains of ladia, as he beholds tlrem lor the 
first time; nor could I, familiar as they were to me, 
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witliJraw my gaze until the increasing^power of the 
sun rendcued the atmosphere mere hazy, and gi-aduaJly 
veiled this glorious picture from my view, as il’it were 
too precious to be exhibited for any lengtli of time. 

'J'he journey to Gonickpore occupied us two nights 
and a day of incessant travelling over a flat but 
cheerful-looking wheat coimtiy. It is a pretty little 
station, containing a regiment and a lew civilians, 
and .is situated on the banks of the liapti, our old 
Xepaulesc ac<iuaintance under a very different liice, 

Tire Cfogi’aii, which we crossed tire following morn¬ 
ing, is tjie boundary tlrat dividt'S the British territory 
Ifoin that of his Majfc.sty of Oudh; and Fyzabad 
was the first town in his dominions at which we 
halted. Situate sfoout six miles from the river, it 
is approached by a narrow muddy lane whidi winds 
among numbers of squalid huts, while a considerable 
sjn-inkling of handsome mosques and minarets showed 
the jncdominance of Mahomedanisin in the country in 
which we were now travelling; but they all seemed 
falling to decay, and wore inhabited chiefly by Hindoo 
monkeys, who lazily inspected one another on tlie 
sunny corners , of some ruined temple, or chased each 
other in-everciflly through the sacred groves. 

Fyzabad was forihcrly the capital; but the scat^‘ 
government was changed to Lucknow at the accession 
of Azof-up Dowlah in 1775. 

We were not sorry, after spending another twenty- 
l()iir hours in our rickety palanqidns, to see the massive 
nrosques and lofty minarets of Lucknow looming in 
the distance, while handsome buildings in varie’d 
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styles of areliitccture gave to this city a liandsome 
and more imposing appearance tlian any 1 liad yet 
visited in the provinces of India. 

We had lieeai so much delayed by the weatlicr, 
that we missed seeing the wild-beast light, wliieh 
was just concluded as we entered the town. This was 
not so much to bt! regretted howev(;r, since, from ixll 
we heard, it had on this occasion proved a tame aliiiir, 
tliough it is ol'ten most exciting. The light b(;t.wccn 
the buffalo and tiger seemed to have caused most 
interest, but tlie unfair })racticc of blunting tin; boms 
of the buffalo was not congenial to the fair-play 
feelings of the British portion of the (;ommunlty. 
Those who have witnessed a combat between a 
hyajna and a donkey, however, gay that it cxci'cds 
in its ludicrous interest any other of these animal 
encounters ; the donkey (us is natural) possesses the 
sympathies of the spectators, and usually comes oil’ 
victorious 

His Majesty had prepared a grand entertainment 
for the evening, whitJier, in company with my kind 
host, the Assistant BeSident, 1 was by no means 
sorry to repair—for the King of Oudh is necessarily 
associated in one/s mind with cxtiuisilc sauct-s and 
lands, and we promised ourselves a lirst-rate dinner 
after our tedious journey. 

The street leading to the palaci; was brilliantly 
illuminated, as was also the palace itselll while the 
view from the receftion-rooms was most unique. 
The glare of lamps lighted up a square, in which was 
& garden fitted with the grotesque frames of the 
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various fireworks of the evenly. Bir^s and beasts 
of all descriptions were there,jjirpting to be let off. 
Meantime, extraordinary eipiipagcs came driving up 
in rapid succession; the magnificent coacli-and-six of 
tlie King was followed by the unpretending buggy 
of the bold subaltern, while natives of high degi'ce 
descended from ^gorgeously attired eWphants, or 
sprang lightly off their prancing Arabs : the varied 
co.stumes of the different guests as they jiassed under 
a bla^se of lamps added not a little to the brilliancy 
and novelty of the scene. 

The fiourt-yard behind contained a large tank, in 
which the reflection of hundreds of lamps glittered 
brightly. Servitors, soldiers, ‘and officer.s of his 
Vimdimmtal Majei%-’s household, filled every avail¬ 
able portion of the yard. The spacious reception 
and banquctiiig rooms were crowded to excess, and 
smelt like a perfumer’s shop in which, by some 
accident, all the bottles had been left uncorkt'd; 
while brilliantly-attired natives .scratched past you, 
glittering with jewels, and chevaux de frim of sharp 
gold tinsel. 

Ab last the King made his appearance, and the 
guests all jostled into chairs as best they might. My 
position, almost immediately opjxisite his Majesty*. 
affi)rded iaic ample opportunity of inspecting the 
quantity and quality of ihe jewels with which his 
person was absolutely loaded, and which I had never 
seen equalled in magnificence: a rope of pearls, 
passing over one shoulder, was tied in a knot at his 
waist, fi'om Avhich the costly ends negligently db- 
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pended; hij turban and breast were covered with 
diamonds and other precious stones; and it was a 
matter of wonuer tliat he did not sink under the 
lieat of the rcwin, combined with the extent of nii- 
, neral prrductions he carried on his person. Hut the 
jewels, thoujfh worthy of great attention, did not 
po.sses.s nearly so much interest in my eyes as did 
the mode by which he renovated the burly form that 
they adorned. On one side of him stooil the licaxcr 
of his magnificently-jewelled hookah, on the other 
the b(;arcr of the royal spoon, the contents of which 
he was already wistfully surveying as it wa|S mixed 
up by the .skilful fi'.cder into the fonn and consist¬ 
ency that his Majesty Ibved, and put, a.s a nurse 
would put pap, into his Majesty’# mouth, wliich was 
then carefully wiped by another man, wlio, I pre¬ 
sume, is ciJled the “ wiper,” and who was su(;cceded 
in his turn of duty by the h(X)kah-bearer, who gently 
inserted the mouthpiece between the royal lips, in 
order that his Majesty might fill up, by a puff of the 
fragrant wetid, the time required for the preparation 
ol‘ another spoonful. This routine of •fi.'cding, wiping, 
find smoking was only vaiied when the King plowly 
licked his lips, which he did in a dignified manner, 
'afid with a reproacliful look at the wiper, whereat 
the wiper might be observed to tremble: poor 
wiper! I dare say. that, if his Majesty finds it neccs-^ 
sary to lick his lips thrice in.oije meal, it is equiva¬ 
lent to signing poor wiper’s death-warrant. But his 
Majesty was not the only person that licked his lips; 
1 found myself repeatedly doing the same, but it was 
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with the feeling.? of a hungry hound a? Jie envies a 
moK' fortunate mcinhis^jjof the pack the possession of 
a juicy bone. Thou^vtlie royal table groaned with 
viands, and though fiunishing, there was no¬ 

thing but sponge-cakb'.that any btit a madly impru- 
d(!Ut pc-rson coidd liave ventured on. The cold 
cutlets, fried in rancid lard*, rise up befbi>c me now, 
®n unpl(;asant vision of the past; and I distinctly re- 
imimher the mingled disgust and horror which I felt 
while breaking the crust of yellowish tallow to help 
a gallant young officer near mo, who must have 
endured, the privations of a Sutlej campaign to 
enable him to oat it. 

At last we, discovered some dnnkable champagne, 
and drank her Majesty’s health with all the honours; 
after which we paid ii similar compliment to fiis 
Majesty of Oudh, while all the grandees of the realm 
—^who, sitting on chairs like, ourselves, lined one 
side of the long range of tables, and seemed en¬ 
veloped in a blaze of glistening jewels—looked as if 
they thought it all a very disrespectful proceeding. 

There was a very loud band that played ‘4 God 
save the Queen,” and two or three very discordant 
singing women, who sang what I suppose was an 
Ode upon Sauce, as being the Oudh national anthem.- 
At length dinner was over, and immediately there 
was a rush to the windows to see the fireworks, 
which seemed to be all let off at once, so that it was 
impossible to distinguish anything but a universal 
^wisting and whirling, and fizzing and cracking; and 
an elephant looked very brilliant for a moment, and 



188 JOUKXKY TO KATMAlilJU. Chap. XVI. 

_t_ 

then went t'lf through liis eyes with a bang, and 
was no more;—sliam men exploded; and real men 
jumped into sparkling, crackling flames; and rockets 
and fire-balloons went up; so tliat, if the lessee of 
Vauxliall or flremomc could let off" or send up lialf* 
as many things as were let off' and went up on this 
occasion in' the court-yard of the Lucknow Durbar, 
he would make a fortune. At last everything tha# 
had not gone in some other direction went out-; the 
King stood at the top of the stairs, and those who 
were presented, after receiving tinsel necklaces from 
the hands of royalty, passed down stairs, ,'uid the 
guests went away by wliatever means of conveyance 
they might possess—a very motley and somewhat 
noisy party. The mode which wc made use of to 
return to cantonments, a distance of four miles, was 
rather singular, not to be recommended except on 
an emergency: the carriages seemed to have de¬ 
creased in proportion as the number of guests had 
multiplied, and in some unaccountable manner many 
of us were left to accomplish our return as best we 
coul4,. It was in vain that we attempted to persuade 
the seven occupants of a buggy to receive us among 
them—we met with a stern refusal. It was useless 
V6 supplicate a number of rich Baboos, on a liand- 
some elepliant, to help us in our difficulties; tlie 
rich Baboos laughed, and told us we might get up 
behind, if wc liked. And so all that brilliant throng 
went whirling back to cantonments, and wc were 
left disconsolately standing in the court-yard, with 
the probability of having to trudge home. This was 




Chap. XVI. EKliiaX TO CANTOSMENTS. 


189 


not to be thought of‘ for a moment, aml^wc had just 
arrived at a pitch of desperation wlien a Imndsome 
carriage, witli the blinds all up, and'lrawn by a pair 
of high-stepping horses, came rattling toward us. 
Not a moment was to bailost; we' rushed frantically 
liu’ward aind» ordered arfdmmediate halt. In vain 
did the venerable coachman and determined-looking 
“Servant intimate to us that the carriage was his 
Majesty’s; his Majesty, we assured thein, was still 
carousing in his palace: so, depositing them both in 
the interior, without loss of time we mounted the 
box, and a moment after the higli-stepping horses 
were dashing along tlic road to cantonments in bril¬ 
liant style. We looked contemptuously down into 
the buggy, still clung to by its seven occupants, and 
galloped at a startling pate past the jocose liaboos, 
very raucli to the annoyance of their sedate elephant. 
On arriving at the cantonments we liberated his 
Majesty’s domestics, and, ordering them to be careful 
how they heated his high-caste Arabs on their way 
back, we adjourned to a repast, to which tire King’s 
dinner had not incapacitated us from doing amplrf 
justice. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


* 

A Lucknow Derby-day—Sights of the city—Orand Trunk Koad to 
Delhi — Delhi—’The Coutuh — Agra—The fort and Taj — The 
ruins of Futtehpore Sccreli —A loquacious cicerone—A visit to 
the fort of Gwalior—The Mahnilta Durbar—-Tiger-shooting on 
foot. 

On the following morning, in spite of all this dissi¬ 
pation, wc, as weU' as the greater part of the popula¬ 
tion of ijucknow, were perl'ectly ready to go to the 
races, which took place at an ‘early liour. After 
seeing the first race, which was a well-contested one, 
and in which the natives seemed to take particular 
interest, I went towards the town, and was amused 
on the way by comparing the various conveyances 
used at Lucknow with those that may be seen on the 
^road to Epsom on the Derhy-day. 

Here came dashing along a coach and six, the 
four leading horses ridden by postilions, while a 
sporting Baboo drove the wheelers, and two more 
sporting IHends sat inside, and outriders vociferously 
cleared the way. Here two of the King’s eunuchs 
jogged along in great style on camels with gaudy 
trappings; after them came prancing steeds bearing 
some gorgeously-dressed young princes, and then 
innumerable elephants bearing all sorts of disrepute, 
able-looking characters, the gents and blacklegs of 
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tlic Ijucknow community. In fact, I recognised spe- 
eimcuis of nearly all the various classes of society 
wliicli are to be met -with at races in England, ex¬ 
cept that none of the lair sex were to be seen on this 
occasion. 

There can be no doubt that Lucknow is a fast 
})lacc, and contains a veiy sporting population; 
and, if I remember right, the winning horse was the 
])ropei ty ol' the turbaned owner of a four-in-hand. 

As in duty bound, rve explored the wliole city, but 
a correct idea of the edifices with which it abounds 
is only to be gained lipm the drawings, which are 
executed by the natives with *1110 most delicate 
minutcnes.s, and convey a very correct notion of the 
exterujr of the handsome mosques, minarets, tombs, 
and palaces, which render Lucknow a most interest¬ 
ing locality. 

The Imauin Bara is said to contain the largest 
arched room in the world, a fact which we very mucli 
doubted. The “ Gate of Constsaitinople ” is hand¬ 
some ; not so La Martinere, an attempt at an Italian 
villa, the figures on the roof of which look as much 
out of keeping with the rest of the edifice as the 
building itself looks out of place plantal in the midst 
of paddy-fields; it uras erected by General Claude 
Martino, originally a French grenadier, and it is 
now, according to his express intentions, devoted to 
educational purposcs- 

One cannot but bo struck by the singular taste of 
eastern potentates, who are so much more caieM to 
provide a handsome place lor their -reception ■raen 
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(lead than they arc for tlieir residence while lalive. 
Were I the King of Oudh I should immediately 
move into the handsome tomh,ut present vacant, and 
leave directions to be buiied in my palace. 

A night’s journey took us to Cawnporc, one of the 
largest and most disagreeable-looking stations in 
India. Here I rcsiinuHl my acquaintance with the 
great trunk road under more favourable circum¬ 
stances, and was not a little ploiised to find how 
rapidly 1 was approaching Delhi. The carriage in 
which I travelled was a small palanquin on wheels, 
wlilch one horse dragged along with ciise; apd as tlu; 
stages Averc short, and the road very good, lie was 
generally put into a hand-gallop at starting, and kept 
his psicc up for the five or six miles allotted to liim. 

I'hc great number of carts we passed confirmett 
me in thinking that this was the proper line for 
an experimental railway. The country is here rvell 
cultivated throughout ; there is no water-carriage to 
contend against, and the present means of conveying 
goods is lamentably slow and expensive. The 
formation of the country affords every facility for 
the construction of a railway, being perfectly lerx*! 
tliroughout; Avhereas between Calcutta and Benares, 
the Eajmahal hUls have to be traversed: besides 
those many advantages, this line would be attended 
with a pecuniary saving to the Government, as the 
two or three military stations now on this road 
mighltfe abolished. 

f e sights at Delhi are worth a visit, but arc too 
known to need description. In the centre of 
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the town stands the Jumma Musjid, tMb St. Peter’s 
of Mahomedans; its handsome domes and tapering 
minarets are built of rod sandstone and wliite marble, 
a combination which is emninon in the edifices of 
this city, and whicli produces a most agreeable effect. 
From the summit of one sf the minarcte an*exten- 
sivc view is obtiiincd. 

The large and well-built city, containing 156,000 
inhabitants, is enclosed by a wall, beyond which the 
country stretches away in appearance much like the 
Campagna at Rome. It is covered with ruins, which, 
with allcw modern tombs scattered amongst prostrate 
slabs, give it a picturesque ni^icct. Through this 
Clampagna we di'ove one day to see the Coutub. We 
passed the handsome tomb ol' Suftur Jung, and the 
mausoleums of many other worthies, the splendour 
of whose present resting-plices betokened their former 
greatness. The Coutub is a tall column that is said 
been originally intended for a minaret, 
tSra||L tlie Hindoos claim it as having been erected 
bcili^ie Mahomedan invasion; however that may 
be„ |i fe a singukrly beautiful monument, and rises 
to a height of 260 feet. It was worth toiling up its 
narrovt circular staircase to enjoy the view which the 
summit afforded of the country I had just traversed: 
the Jumma Musjid at Delhi was discernible in the 
distance, while immediately below lay the large 
camp of the Commander-in-Chief, the tents of which 
were pitched with great regularity, and looked daz- 
'zling white in the bright sun. After descending the 
column, I wandered awhile amidst the ruins at its 
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footi some ofSvliich looked very much as if they were 
of Jain origin,-r-and thou returned to a dcsirahlc 
tomb, wliich the hospitable commissioner has con¬ 
verted into a delightful retreat from the noisy city. 

I left Delhi with no little regret after an agreeable 
sojour# of a week, and rolled rapidly over the excel¬ 
lent road to Agra, so smooth that it was irresistible 
to the laziest horse, and 130 miles were easily accom¬ 
plished in eighteen hours including stoppages. 

Of Agra the passing traveller can say little, because 
its wonders arc so inexhaustible and so interesting. 
The magnificent tomb at Sccundra of that greatest 
of Mahomedan princes, Ackbar, must be left to the 
description already given by travellers of more 
leisure; so must the fort and the white marble palace 
which it contains, where dwelt the powcrlul 
Aurungzebe when he made Agra his capital. It 
was an endless source of interest to me to wander 
through the paved courts and under the marble 
columns of that j^listcning palace, —to look down V^n 
the river, winding at the base of the lofty waUsJ^to 
descend into dark vaults in which were fountains and 
baths with water ever cool,—^to creep yet. lower, with 
a dim flickering light, into the execution chamber, 
and stand under the beam which had sustained tlic 
fair form of many" a frail and faithless beauty,—to 
retreat from the stifling Influence of its confined air, 
and return to inspect delicate little mosques, in which 
the Queen and her maidens used to perform their 
devotions, and wliich were as pure and chaste as the* 
ladles were supposed to be. 
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Tlie only other interesting relics in the fort are 
the renowned gates of Somnath, '^hich are placed 
in the arsenal, and which neecjlilp description from 
my pen. But the greatest sigM '^hich Agra affords 
is the far-famed Taj Mahal; legated on the banks 
of the river, it is a conspicuous' object .from every 
(piarter, and is as bcautiliU in its proportions when 
seen from a distance as in its details when more 
closely and minutely inspected: an unfailing source 
of gratification to the beholder, it well merits re¬ 
peated visits. In its vastness, in its costly material, 
in its beautiful proportion, and in its delicacy of 
detail, it stands a noble monument of the talent 
which devised, anjl of the skill which executed it. 
It is said to have incessantly occupied 20,000 
men for 22 years, and three million pounds sterling 
were expended upon it. 

The intention of Shah Jehan, whose ashes it covers, 
was to have connected it by a marble bridge with a 
tomb exactly similar on the opposite side of the river, 
in which were to be interred the remains of his wile. 
This vast design he never lived to accomplish, and 
his son, who was of an ec'onomical turn of mind, did 
not consider the maternal ashes worth a further 
expenditure of three millions, and so Shah Jehan 
and his wife lie buried in one tomb, which may 
safely be pronounced the most magnificent in the 
world. 

* « « , * 0 , 

I like the Indian system of starting on a journey 
after dinner. Wiien other people are going to bed, 

o 2 
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you get into your comfortable palfinquin, and wake 
up 30 miles froirr your companions of the previous 
evening, who are only beginning to rub their eyes, 
when you liave already actively commenced the work 
of exploring tlic sights at your destination. Thus did 
I inspect the old city of S'uttchpore Secreh under 
the guidance of Busreet Alee, a garrulous old man, 
and a peidect specimen of a cicerone, with whom I 
at once plunged into tin; most extensive ruins I had 
■seen in India; cloisters, colonnades, domes, walls, 
kiosks, and turrets, heaped together in the utmost 
eonlusion, a mass of red sandstone, except' when 
some white marble 'denoted a more sacred or in¬ 
teresting spot as it glistened in the beams of the 
rising sun. 

Ackbai-, the founder of the spacious palaces here 
situated, was an exception to the general rule of East¬ 
ern potentates, and his residence mmst have been even 
more magnificent than the handsome tombof Secun- 
dru, in which his ashes repose. The legend regarding 
the reason for which Futtehpore Sccreh was pitched 
upon by the monarch as his scat of government is 
somewhat singular. It seems that he had long desired 
a successor to perpetuate his great name, and rule over 
his vast dominions, the possession of most of whieh 
he owed to his own strong arm and fertile genius: 
it was therefinre a great disappointment to him that 
the wi^ed-for prince did not make his appearance. 
Ackbar accordingly consulted Shah Selim Shurstre 
Upon this important subject, and Shah Selim Shurstre,' 
who lived at Futtehpore Secreh, Recommended a 
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pilgrimage to Ajmeer, wliich was no sooner accom¬ 
plished than Ackhar became the happy father of 
Jehan Giri. In gratitude for so eminent a service, 
and in order to have the benefit of such sage advice 
in future cases of emergency, Ackhar left Delhi, and 
fixed his residence at Futtehpore Secreh, which place 
possessed the further advantage of bein^ more in the 
centre of his recent conquestg. Notwithstanding Ids 
devotion to the holy man, Ackhar was a most un¬ 
orthodox Mahomedan, as the figures of animals carved 
upon the pillars of the palade' plainly testily. These 
figures were sadly mutii^d by his undutiful grand¬ 
son, the bigoted Auruh^pje, who held all such repre¬ 
sentations in much the sS^^ horror that a Presbyterian 
would a picture of the Virgin. 

Busrcct and I went over the ladies’ apartments, 
which must have been very cheerless, since they are 
entirely composed of immense slate of red sandstone 
and look hard and uncomfortable. Descending from 
them to the level of the court-yard, Busrcct took 
me into a narrow sort of corridor, and jabbered in¬ 
cessantly for some minutes. I thought I could dis¬ 
tinguish the words “ hide and seek;” but it was so 
very unnatural to suppose that the only Words of 
English Busreet knew were “ hide and seek,” that 
I imagined he was repeating some Hindostanee 
phrase, until he dodged round comers and behind 
pillars, crying out as he did so, Hide and seek ! 
Hide and seek !”—from which I at last understood 
that he meant to inform me that the ladies used to 
play that Occidental game in Apkbar’s harem; so, after 
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a short game fo show the old man that I understood 
him, we strolled on to a singular kiosk-like little 
building, my guide every now and then renewing 
the game and hobbling round comers despite of my 
remonstrances to the contrary. The little temple 
was the residence of the holy man, and near it a 
room of most extraordinary construction astonished 
me not a little, since I could not divine its use, and 
Busreet afforded no information on the subject, as 
he pulled my head down and* whispered sometliuig 
in my car, wliich left me in doubt whether what he 
told me was a secret, or whether he meant to inti¬ 
mate that it w’as a whispering gallery: its real use I 
afterAvards discovered. 

In the centre of a square room was a pillar 15 
or IG feet in height, the circular top of which was 
six or eight feet in diameter and had been surrounded 
by a stone parapet; communicating with this singular 
pulpit-like seat were four narrow stone passages or 
bridges, one from each comer of the room. In each 
corner a minister of the rcahn used to sit, only one 
of whom might approach their royal master at a time. 
Seated on this centre point high above the heads of his 
subjects, who crowded the room below, and approached 
only by the four narrow causeways, the King deemed 
himself secure from assassination. 

It-was an cariginal idea, and, after inventing so 
novel a method for guarding against treachery, he 
deserved to die in his bed, as in fact he did. 

Emer^ng from this singular apartment, we crossed 
a ^uaie, in the inidst of which was placed an im- 
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mensc skb of stone, a little ofl’.the groxind ; 

on each of the four sw^s ol this slab there were Ki 
squares marked on the ground like* those on a chess¬ 
board. 

Four ladies used to stond on the squares on each 
division, making sixteen in all, each party of four 
dressed in garments of different colour* from those, 
worn by the others. The King and his ministers 
sat on the slab in the middle, and the game, which 
was soiiiething like chess, oonunenccd. It must 
have been a glorious game: the prizes were nume¬ 
rous i^nd worth playing for, and one can easily 
imagine tlic crafty old King inqMng his Queen so as 
to take the lovely slave of one of liis ministers, or a 
luindsomc and fashionable young noble giving check 
to Queen'iiiid concubine; jirobably the Queen could 
not be taken, but it must^ have added immensely to 
the interest of the game to be playing with pieces 
that were interested in the -result. 

We ascended a handsome gateway of the mosque, 
120 feet in height, whence I looked over a wide 
expanse of level country, while the intricate maze 
of ruins through which we had been wandering lay 
spread at our feet like a map; the wall of the city 
is still entire, and encloses a space of six miles in 
circmnference, the extent of this once famous place. 

The court-yard of the mosque, which was at least 
150 yards square, contains the white marble tomb of 
the holy man. It is, without exception, the most 
•perfect little bijou imaginable. The walls are com¬ 
posed of immense slabs, or rather screens of marhfe. 
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delicately capved and perforated, so tliat, while they 
allow a dim light to penetrate, the effect of the 
tracery, when viewed from the interior, is exquisite. 
While I was admiring this beautiful structure Bus- 
rcet suddenly assured me that he was very fond of 
tea. As he had already made many other observa¬ 
tions equally unconnected* with the matter in hand, 
I merely assured him of my sympathy; when the 
more homo-question of whether 1 had any tea at 
once enlightened me as to his meaning. 1 accord¬ 
ingly invited him to take tea with me, and we sat 
on the steps of the good man’s tomb, and< had a 
sociable cup together; after which I entered my 
palanquin, and, travelling through the heat of 
the day, returned to Agra in a semi-grilled con¬ 
dition. 

***** 

Having seen most of t£e sights of Agra (and it 
has a goodly share of its own), and having made 
the necessary preparations for the conveyance to 
Bombay of our party, now four in number, we took 
our departure from the handsome and hospitable 
residence of the Lieutenant-Governor, on the even¬ 
ing of the 9tli of March, and drove in our buggies 
by moonlight over rather a wild country, in rather 
a wild manner, arriving at the station, where our 
palanquins were to meet u^, a little before ihidnight. 

An Indian coolie’s powers of endurance are mar¬ 
vellous. Our cortege consisted of 112; and they 
were to carry ourselves, servant, baggage, and pro¬ 
visions, at the rate of thirty-five miles a night, for as 
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many consecutive nights as we should, choose to re¬ 
quire their services. 

We arrived at Dholpodr next (Jay —looked down 
a magnificent well, about sixty feet in diameter, with 
corridors round it, and a handsome flight of stairs 
leading down to them-^and then pushed on lor 
Gwalior, crossing the battle-field of Maharajpore, 
and paying a visit to the fort perched upon the 
scarped rock. Some portions of the fort walls were 
covered with various devices in green and yellow 
porcelain, which added to ti»eir singular and charac¬ 
teristic appearance. 

We visited the young Kaja^ in Durbar, and the 
difterence between the Mahratta and Ncpaulcsc 
Courts was most striking. The waving plumes, 
hussar jackets, and gold-laced pantaloons of the latter 
were exchanged lor the simple white turban and 
flowing robepf the Indian senator; but though the 
cliaracter ol|||heir costume may have been more in 
accordance our ideas of Oriental habits, there 
was a lamentable deficiency of intellect in their, 
faces, and the fife and intelligence which flashed 
from the eye of the Highland noble were wanting in 
that of the Mahratta chief. After two days’ agree¬ 
able sojourn at the Kesidency we proceeded for two 
or three consecutive nights over flat dreary country, 
spending the "days in the miserable little resthouses 
provided for the accommodation of the tmveller, 
and generally picking up a few partridges for 
breakfast. 

At Goonah we had a prospect of more importot 
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game. Wc Jiere fell ia with a most ardent sports¬ 
man : the numerous trophies of bears and tigers with 
w^liich his bungalow was adorned proved his success 
as well as his skill. 

With him wc sallied forth at about 10 A.M., some 
on horseback and some on an elephant, all equally in¬ 
different to *1110 sun, fiercely blazing in an unclouded 
sky, and reached a dell, the sides of which were 
covered with a low scrubby jungle, where sport wsis 
to be expected. 

As tiger-shooting on»foot is almost unheard of in 
the northern part of India, and is practised in the 
southern only, becauJic the tiger there is a much less 
formidable animal tluin his majesty of Bengal, we 
were told to proceed with considerable caution by 
the veteran, who posted us in the most, likely places, 
saying to one of our party, as he stationed him in 
the moM, favourahle locality, “ 1 put you here be¬ 
cause the tiger is nearly sure to charge down this 
hill ; and if he docs, there will be very little chance 
of escape for you, as you see he has so much the 
advantage of you, that if you do not kill him with 
either barrel—and the skull of a tiger is so narrow 
that it is exceedingly improbable you will be able to 
do so—^he must kill you; but I would not for the. 
world that you should miss the sport.” 

Thus did this self-denying Nimrod 'debar himself 
the pleasure of being charged by a tiger, reserving 
it, in the kindest manner, for his guests, who but 
half appreciated the sacrifice he was making on their 
account, from their dread of themselves beepHSmg a 
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sacrifice to the tiger. And as they croijched behind' 
their respective bushes they, had time to brood over 
the appalling stories of hairbreadth escapes just re¬ 
counted to thorn by the gallant captain, wlio had 
been particular in describing tlic requisites for tire 
successful tiger-shot—the steady hand and steady 
nerve—admitting that these were not always effica¬ 
cious, as the last tiger he liad encountered had struck 
Ixim’on the leg, and his torn inexpressibles existed to 
this day to testily to it. The thoughts of this and 
sundry other escapes he had experienced made the 
blood run cold, as one imagined every rustle of the 
leaves to be a bristling tiger, prppariiig for his fatal 
spring. 

Gradually the •beaters approached nearer and 
nearer, and, as the circle became smaller,'pea-fowl 
innumerable ficAV over our heads with a loud whirr, 
their brilliant plumage glancing in the sunshine like 
shot-silk. A. lew moments more, and I perceived 
stripes gliding rapidly behind a busli, and a shot 
Irom L-made me suspect that our worsi antici¬ 

pations had been realised, and that we had really 
found a tiger—a suspicion which soon disappeared, 
however, as a grisly hyajna bounded away, having 
received a ball in his liind-quarters, which unfor¬ 
tunately did not prevent his retreat. 

The beaters soon after appeared over the brow of 
the hill, and relieved us for tlie present from further 
apprehension of that charge which was to seal our 
fate, for the monarch of the Indian jungle had 
changed his location. We beat some more jungleS, 
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in the hope of finding other game, but only suc¬ 
ceeded in bagging a deer. I had a long shot at a 
four-horned buck, but the smooth bore of my piece 
was not equal to the distance. 

On our way home we came upon a cave, which, 
from marks in the neighbourhood, bore evident 
signs of Containing a panther; we accordingly 
attempted to smoke him out by lighting quantities 
of straw at the mouth, but he wiis not to be forced 
out of Iris secure retreat, and preferred bearing an 
amount of smoke tliat would Irave stifled a German 
student. 

On the follqwing day we renewed our attempt to 
find a tiger, and were to a certain extent successful, 
as at one time we were within a"few yards of him, 
and could sec the bushes move, but he succeeded in 
breaking through the line of beaters; and some deer 
and a neeJgye were all tlie game wc could boast of, 
notwithstanding a perseverance and endurance of 
heat worthy of greater success. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


Tlie carnival at Indore — Extraordinaiy scene in the jMilace of tlie 
H(dkar — A niglit at the eaves of Ajiinta — The caves of Elloru 
,and fortress of Doulatahail — The. merits of a jiaikee-—Jieiiectiona 
on the journey from Agra to l!omb®SJrr Adieu to India. 


After' a fow days’ more travcllj’ng over the liot dry 
plains of Malwa we reached its capital, Indore, where 
we spent some dajts at the hospitable iminsion of the 
Keslddlit, and paid a visit to tire Jhijah, whose palace 
is situated in the centre of that large and populous 
town. During our visit a most extraordinary scenQ 
occurred. It happened tliat a sort of carnival was 
going on; but the bonbons and bouquets of Italy arc 
here represented by little kills containing red, pur¬ 
ple, or yellow dust, which burst the moment they 
strike the object at wliich they are thrown, and very 
soon after the rmo commences two-tliirds of the po¬ 
pulation are so covered with red dust that they pre¬ 
sent the most extraordinary appearance j but it is ' 
not the dust-balls which contribute so much to the 
dyeing of the population as die squirts full of similar 
coloured liquids, which are To be seen playing in 
ever^ direction. Woe to the luckless individual 
who incautiously exhibits himself in the streets ’of 
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Indore durkig the “ Hoolienot that we ran any 
risk upon the occasion of our visit to the Rajah, as 
we were on that account tabooed, and could laugh 
at our ease at the rest ol‘ the claret-coloured world. 
Here a woman passed spotted like a coach-dog; she 
had just come in for a ..«pent discharge, and had 
escaped the deluge, which her puce-coloured little 
boy had received so lully that his whole' face and 
person seemed to partake of the prevailing tint; 
while yonder old grcybeai-d is dusting his mous¬ 
tache from the red powder which tinges it in strong 
contrast to tire rest of his sallow countenance.' 

After going through the ceremony of squatting on 
the floor of the Durbar—our seven pair of unruly 
legs all converging to a common centre, from our 
inability to double them under us, as his lifajesty 
did—we adjourned to the hall below to witness the 
“ Hoolie ” in safety. On each side of the court-yard 
was a sort of garden-engine, one filled with a purple 
and the other with a light-red fluid. The King's 
body-guard were now marched in and divided into 
two parties, each sitting under one of the garden- 
engines. At the main gateway of the court-yard 
stood two elephants, with tubs of coloured liquid 
before them. At a given signal the gallant troops 
were exposed to a most murderous cross-fire, which 
tliey were not allowed to return: both garden- 
engines began playing upon tliem furiously, and the 
elephants, filling their trunks, sent the contents far 
aqd wide over the victinls, who crouched down and' 
bore in patience the blood-red storm. At the same 
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moment that a dexterously-applied sqtfirt whisked 
olF some individual’s turban, a fountain from the 
other side playing into his eyes and mouth pre¬ 
vented him from recovering it until some more f tr- 
tunate neighbour, suffering perhaps from ear-aclic, 
received the claret-coloured salvo with such violence 
tliat, if it failed to drive away the pain aftogether, it 
must have rendered him a martyr to that complaint 
for the rest of his lile. 

After getting a thorough soaking they were 
sprinkled all over with a line red povvd^,^. which, 
caking \ipon them, completed thp ceremony'by ren¬ 
dering them the most muddy, sticky-looking objects 
imaginable, as they withdrew from the presence of 
the young Ihyah, after receiving pawn. 

We were now offered balls of powder; had we 
thrown one at liis Majesty, which some ol' his house¬ 
hold seemed very anxious we should do, nothing 
could have saved us from a deluge. To commence 
the giune upon the royal platform is the signal of 
indiscriminate tvarfare throughout the whole palace; 
the now passive troops ujpuld then have lajcn allowed 
to retaliate, the garden-engines would huAO been 
stormed and captured by opposing squadrons, and 
the battle would have raged furiously until dark: 
whereas now, company of soldiers after company 
were ordered in to be shot dowm like sheep. We, 
however, were contented with seeing each party 
come in white and go out red, without wishing to 
go out red ourselves; besides which, we should havp 
been outnumbered, and Britons, for the first time. 
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would liavc^ibocn obliged to beat a retreat with 
tarnished honour as well as tarnished jackets. 

The usual ce.remony of pre.senting scents, spices, 
and garland.s, having terminated, we left the young 
King, much pleased with his intelligence and good¬ 
nature : though only .seventeen, he is a stranger to 
those viceshvhicli are generally inherent in natives, 
and inseparable from their courts. 

-f * * * * 

We were ten d:iy.fi on our journey to the caves of 
Ajunta, having spent two or thro(! at the hill ibrt 
of Aseerjrhur, a {-iiaracteristlc Mahratta stronghold; 
it is perchrd TOO loot above the plain, and just capa¬ 
cious enoiigl; to coiitaiii a regiment, who must find 
some difficulty in climbing its rocky steep approach, 
up wlilcli, however, the ponies of the garrison 
scramble nimbly enouglu 

AVe galloped over one afternoon from Furdapore 
to the caves of Ajunhi, and were delighted with 
their romantic situation high up the rocky glen ter¬ 
minating in a waterfall, and so narrow, gloomy, and 
silent that it harmonized w§ll with these mysterious 
caverns, in one of which, more free tlmn the rest from 
bats, we determined to pass the night; and here, sm’- 
rounded by staring Bhuddas and rampant elcplumts, 
and_ gods and goddesses making vehement love, 
according to the custom of such gentry, we had a 
most comlbrtable tea preparatory to turning in: 
spreading my blanket under the nose of a huge seated 
^gure of Bhood, and guarded by two very tall indi¬ 
viduals in faded painting, which, as they had watched 
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over Bhood for twenty centuries, must liave been 
well conjpetent t<i perlbnn the same Lind olEce for 
me, I was soon comfortably aslbep, my liead pil¬ 
lowed on a prostrate little godde.'^s, whom I was 
very reluctant to leitve when daylijTht warned us to 
proceed upon the work of examining the wonders 
of tile Rock Temples of iijunta. 

So much has already, been written on the interest¬ 
ing subject of the caves of Ajuntii, that they are 
more or less familiar to every oik‘, or, if not already 
familiar, arc destined .soon to b are thanks to the 
.skill and energy of (laptain (iil’ \ho i.s at present 
engaged in making copies oJ’ all -the ])ainf irigs. Thes(! 
will fonn a, splendid collection, and soea' oi'them 
have alrciidy been sent to England, and placed in 
the collection at the East India lhaisc. it was 
doubly delightful to us. who had just prct'ioiislv 
examined the originals, to look over the portfolios 
of this talented draftsman. 

Ere we left the village of Ajunta we visited its 
neat whitewashed mosque: the association connected 
with it must be replete with interest to the .English¬ 
man, when he calls to mind that in it the Duke of 
Wellington—then Sir Arthur Wellesley—wrote his 
despatches immediately previous and sub-sequent to 
the victory of As.saye. 

The caves of Ellora arc tevo days’ journey from 
those of Ajimta, and arc much more cheerfully 
situated on the face of a hill commanding an exten¬ 
sive view over a more smiling country tlian is usually 
to be met with in the Deccan. 
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It is difficult to say wliidi set of caves arc most 
■worth seeing; differing in many respects, they may 
be said to afford equal attraction to the traveller. 
Ellora can boast of the -wonderlul “ KylasAjunte 
of those most interesting frescoes which carry the art 
of painting back to an unknown period, but which 
at Ellora ha-^e been almost totally obliterated by the 
ruthless and fanatical zeal of j^urungzebe. 

A few miles from the caves of Ellora frowns the 
rock fortress of Doulatabad, a conspicuous object from 
every side, and wt; soon discovered its interior to be 
as singularly interesting as its exterior was for- 
midaj)lc and imposing. The rock itself is a pyramid 
rising abruptly to a iieight of 700 feet above the 
village which nestles at its base, while it is scarped 
all round to the broad moat by which it is encircled, 
forming a sheer precipice of 100 or 150 feet in 
depth. 

Passing through a massive gateway which led into 
the town, we entered the fort by a similar approach, 
and crossing the moat by a narrow bridge we plrmged 
into a dark liole directly opposite; tlien passing by 
torchlight through some small caves which were 
entered by very low portals, we began to ascend the 
inclined plane which wound up the interior of the 
rock, and which gmlually became steeper till it ended 
in a flight of steps, our,guides lighting us on our un¬ 
certain path, until we emerged into daylight by a 
largo .iron trap-door, pierced with innmnerable small 
holes, the object of which, as well as of a groove in 
the rock communicating with the subterranean pass- 
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age, was to enable the garrison, by filling the passage 
with smoke and flame, to suflbe^te and blind tlie 
besiegers should they ever succeed by any ueeident 
in penetrating thus far—in itself, as it seemed tome, 
a very improbable contingency. We clambered up 
the tacc of the rock to ifj siunmit, wlieucc we had 
an exiensive view of the arid plains ol'tfie Deccan. 

Arungabad is the first station which tve had 
visited in the dominions ol' the Kizam. AVe were 
now approaching the (^on^ine.'< ol' civilization, and it 
became iieeessary to 2 >art witli our palkee.s and tlie 
beai'erit, wlio had accompanied, us J'rom Agra. A 
separation from the laticr was ea.sily l)orne, and they, 
on their part, wore no doubt glad to get rid of the 
burdens they had "been carrying tor the last month. 
But to bid adieu I'or ever to one’s jialkec is a severe 
trial; and no wonder, Ibr to a man not in a hurry 
it is the most luxurious and iudependeitt mgans ol' 
travelling conceivable. 

If judiciously arranged it contains everything the 
traveller can want—a library, a cellar, a soda-water 
range, a wardrobe, a kitchen; in fact, there is no 
limit to the elasticity of a palkee. My plan was, 
surreptitiotisly, to add a new comlbrt every day, imd 
the unsuspecting coolies cui'ricd me along as briskly 
as il' my palkee contain*! nothing but myself, and 
never seemed to feel the additional weight, upon 
the principle of the man who could lift an o.x by 
dint of doing so every morning liom the time when 
it was a calf. 

Then the delightful feeling of security, and the 
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certainty tliijt your bearers won’t shy, or come ink>* 
collision, or go off'the rails, or otherwise injure your 
nerves or bones. You arc independent ol' hotcife 
!Uid hospitality. 11' the traveller in India depended 
upon the forincj', he Avould pass many a night Avith 
the kerbstone li)r his pillow, if he had not courage 
to claim tlic latter—Avhicli, be it rcmcmbei'cd, he is 
certain to receive abundanlly at the liands of the 
Burra Sahib. A modest man lias his pa]kee; and 
for lack of courage on the one hand, and a resthouse 
on tlie other, ho orders himself to be set down for 
the night by the wayside, and, shutting the doois 
towards the roiuf, alter boiling the water and making 
tea with the appimitus contained iji his pantry, he 
lights his himp, reads for an hour,* pulls a light sluiAvl 
over liim, turns round, and goes to sleep !is soundly 
as if he were sumptuously couched in Bidgravia. 

If the pa|kee be a good one, it defies weather; but I 
admit it is not pleasant, on a dark night, to be carried 
along a slippery road with a careless set of bearers. 

Du'-ing the whole period of our journey since we 
had h'ft Agra, Avith one or two breaks in its ordinary 
routine, Ave seemed to have been passing a mono¬ 
tonous existence at the same small and uncomfortable 
bungalow. It consists of tAVo rooms; in front is a 
tope of trees; behind are n few low sandstone or 
trap hills, some scrubby bushes climbing up the 
sides, out of which a partridge may easily be flushed: 
for the rc.st, the view extends over a boundless 
plain, assuming during the heat of the day a light 
yellow colour, at which period the coolies are all 
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fisloop in the verandah, snoring in ai> infinite and 
interesting variety of notes luid keys. 

At sunset we take a constitutional, I()llowed by 
our portable resideiujcs, into wliieb, after a lomaiilic 
tea-drinking by tin; roadside, we turn in li)r the 
night, awaking at dayligi^,t to hud ourselves tliii'ty 
niilcs nearer to our journ(!y’s I'lid, iu*a bungalow 
precisely similar to the one we had lately (juitted, 
and' eoutaining the sanui jicki^ty taWe, greasy with 
the unwiped reniaius of the last traveller’s meal, 
wliieh the book will intbrm you was eaten a iiionth 
ago—the same* ti'cacherous chairs, which look sound 
until you inadvertently sit upon them—the same 
doubtful-looking couch, from which tlm same inter¬ 
esting round littlt s})eeime,ns emerge, imu-h to the 
diseomfort of tlie oeenjtant—tltc same filthy bath¬ 
room, whieh it is evident the travelhr a month ago 
did not use—the identieal ill kitimitgur or hunga- 
low-kecpcr, who looks as uncivilized as the himgalow 
itself and seems to partake of its rickety and dirty 
nature—the satno elumj) ol' trees befiire, JflS^jhe 
same desert plain hchuid;—all tend to imluee the 
belief eitlier that you have never left the bungalow 
in which you spent the previous day, or tliat some 
evil genius lias transported the said bungalow thirty 
miles li)r the express purpose of persecuting yon 
with its horrors and miserable accommodation. 

Thus are 700 miles insensibly accomjdislicd in a 
month by the traveller, who only pisses a dreamy 
existence in dilk bungalows, to be roused into 
violent action on his arrival at some sporting vici- 
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nity, a larg« cantonment, a native Court, roclc 
temples, or other oxcitements, which must occur in 
the experiences of the Indian traveller. 

I went seventy miles in a bullock hackeiy, tl'-' 
most unpleasant mode of 1rav(;lling I conceive that ('n 
cxi.st; then one hundred iplles in a rickety phaijt 
with a pair X)f horses, which was in a sliglit degree 
less intolerable; and after visiting Mahabuleshwa, 
th<! hill station of Bombay, T ivache<l that mercantile 
emporium it.sell', not a little pleased at seeing the 
sea on the Bnglish .side of India. I was disap¬ 
pointed with the faj'-fimed Bay; but perhatfs it is 
diflieult to do justice' to scenery after so much wan¬ 
dering, when the most inter*' ling view is the sight 
of lionic. Certainly one’s ijn-essions of a place 
iU’C regulated in a great degi'ee by the circumstances 
under which it is visited. Had Bombay been the 
j)ort of debarkation instead of embarkation, the bay 
would have been lovely and the various points of 
view endmnting; as it was, the prettiest object to 
my„pej-v'Tted vision was the “ Malta” gcitting up 
her steai'l to paddle me away from that land, whose 
marble tombs and rock-cut temples will continue to 
affiird attractions to the traveller when its Prince^ 
^no jk'uger exist sumptuously to entertain them, and 
yvhose towenng mountains will still disclose fresh 
wonders when that last independent state wlrich 
now extends along their base shall have been ab¬ 
sorbed into one vast empire. 
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